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We are sorry not to find a place for all the poetry | ‘ 
| Israel; not of the “act’’ of the king, or of the actions of 


which is offered to us. But there are limits to a sixteen- 
page paper; and there must bea prose article now and 
then. Within the past three weeks, we have actually 
had offered to us nearly five hundred manuscript 
pages of original poetry! It was all good. None but 
good poetry ever comes to our office. But we hadn't 
room for the whole of it; not even Tennyson or Long- 
fellow shall monopolize all our pages. 

Any typographical blunder in his paper is an 
annoyance to an editor; but some errors of this sort 
ure more than mortifying. Thus, for example, where 
in our columns recently the Rev. Newman Hall was 


| of all the religious weeklies in the United States. 


| Times in its 











: | 
The Christian Advocaie, of New York, begins the | 


new yearn amore attractive and readable shape than 


itsoldone. Itisnowa handsome sixteen-page quarto. 


| The Advocate has, we believe, the largest circulation 


We 


| think it is the only paper of that kind, with possibly | 
| a single exception, which exceeds The Sunday School 


circulation. And, as a whole, The Ad- 
vocate certainly deserves the prosperity it has at- 
tained. Yet, like all other papers, it sometimes blun- 
ders. 
in its criticism of last week on the Rev. 
Commenting on the disruption of the kingdom of 


Israel, Mr. Hall says: 


God, and yet the agents in bringing it about may be 


“An event may be decreed by 


culpable.” Stigmatizing this statement as ‘“ bad meat 
for babes,’ The Advocate asks: “If it be culpable to 
doanact decreed, what can be said of the act decreeing 
it ? 
Then follows the suggestion: ‘We donot want much 
We 
What is the Advo- 
cate talking about? Whatconnection has its questions 
with Mr. Hall's statement? Mr. Hall speaks of the 
‘event’ of the “disruption” of the kingdom of 


If the actor be damned, what of the decreer?”’ 


of this sort of doctrine for our Sunday-schools. 
can do better for our children.” 


the people. But The Advocate bases its sneer on the 


| idea that Mr. Hall said there was an “act decreed.” 


Doesn't The Advocate know the difference between 
“act? It is a difference as 
wide as that between the earth's perihelion and a pea- 
nut stand. 


an “event” and an 
As Dr. Whedon puts it, in commenting on 
the delivery to death of Jesus “by the determinate 
counsel”’ of God, Jesus “ was holily delivered by God's 
counsel, but wickedly slain by wicked hands.” The 
of his dying for the world was, according 
to Whedon, by God's The 


agents in bringing about the death of Jesus, in the 


event 


‘counsel, or decree.” 


A notable illustration of its fallibility is given | 
Newman 
Hall’s lesson notes in The Sunday School Times. 





table? The lesson writer of Zion’s Herald thinks that 
Rehoboam ‘“‘seemed to be smitten with judicial blind- 
ness,’ and declares that “there was a divine purpose 
at work; the prophecy uttered by Ahijah had gone 
forth like a doom upon Israel and its king. It was 
more than amere passing discontent of a few people 
with the incoming sovereign. God's mighty hand was 
Newman Hall says that 
the “event” of the “disruption” of the kingdom was 
“decreed by God"; but Rehoboam and other evil- 
doers who were the human “agents” in bringing 
about this disruption, as it finally came, were “ cul- 
pable.” How does this differ from the putting of the 
case in the Northwestern Christian Advocate? “It 
should not be supposed that because God prophesied 
the dismemberment of the empire that he therefore 
compelled the evils and sins that brought it about, 
He simply used man’s freely chosen meanness to ac- 
complish his own plans.” The fact is, if it is Calvin- 
istic meat we have been unwittingly offering to 


cleaving the nation asunder.” 


our Arminian readers, we can point to the same sort 
of meat served in Methodist dishes, on Methodist 
tables, and prepared by professional Methodist cooks. 





WHAT IS A TEACHER’S MISSION? 


The relative value of infiuence and instruction in 
the work of the Sunday-school teacher with his class, 
has long been a point of diflerence among intelligent 
Tv 
she 


question at issue is, Is the Sunday-school teacher set 


and earnest friends of the Sunday -school cause. 


to influence his scholars to the right, by his correct 
example, his loving endeavors, and his use of Bible 
to 
that truth which is able to make them wise unto sal- 
vation through faith ? 

There 


theme, and the interest in it has as yet by 


teachings ; or is it his mission instruct them in 


has been much said and written on this 


no means 
article on 


died out. We give place this week to an 


made to speak of ‘an humble God ” 


instead of “an|manner in which it came to pass, “committed the | the subject from the graceful pen of Dr. Eggleston, \ 
invisible God ;” and again, where in last week's | greatest crime in human history.’ So in the case of | who is certainly entitled to be heard on any Sunday- i 
paper, Dr. Eggleston was said to have spoken of the | the kingdom of Israel, the “event” of its partition or | school question. In his pleasant and persuasive ! 
boys who come to Sunday-school only in holiday- | disruption, was decreed of God. The acts of Reho- | style he argues for influence as the chief mission of 
week as “Christian bummers.” He called them | boam,and of Solomon his father, who were agents in | the teacher. There is force and there is truth in all 
“ Christmas bummners.”” The Doctor is not over strict | bringing about_that disruption as it finally came, were | that he says of the worth and power of a Christian ) 
in his theological views; but he would hardly call a | “culpable.” Let eur position just here, be understood. | teacher's personal influence over the scholars commit- 





boy a Christian inerely on the ground of his being a 
Sunday-school ‘* bummer.” 

Our Business Manager wishes he could be prompt 
in filling every order for The Sunday School Times 
or its accompanying lesson helps. But just at this 
season of the year too many superintendents are of 
one mind at the same time, to all get what they want 
as soon as they ask for it. The new orders for sepa- 
rate packages of publications from this office have 
averaged nearly or quite three thousand a day since 
the week before Christmas. As all 
on attention are in addition to the regular mail-list 
of old subscriptions, delay in some instances is inevi- 
table. The increase in business is indeed gratifying ; 
but it would be pleasanter if more of the superintend- 
ents had sent in their orders earlier, or were not in 


such haste now that they know what they want. If 


all the passengers wait until the last minute before 


reaching the railroad station, they can hardly wonder 


that there is something of a jam and mare or less of 


detention at the ticket-office window, however rapidly 
the man inside does his work. ° 


these demands | 





It is not our intention to supply in The Sunday School 
Times lesson notes which are distinctively either Cal- 
vinistic or Arminian in their teachings; but to limit 
these notes to the teaching of those great truths which 
are common to allthe evangelical churches. In this in- 
stance we are confident that the limits thus indicated 
have not been overstepped. Indeed, we are glad to 
give this whole matter prominence before our large 
and intelligent constituency of Methodist subscribers. 


published squint toward Calvinism, the eyes of a good 
inany writers of lesson helps in the Methodist publi- 
Just look at 
The Berean lesson notes say: ‘“ Reho- 


cations have a similar cast in them. 


some of them. 


bam’s passion, pride, and foolishness worked out the | 


accomplishment of the divine designs.’’ The Lesson 
the Methodist Book 


adds: “1 see Jeroboam’s plot, the people's insolence, 


Compend issued by Concern 
the young men’s advice, the prince’s unreasonable 
austerity, meeting together through the wise provi- 
dence of the Almighty, unwittingly to accomplish his 
most just decree,” How does that meat for babes com- 
pare with the supply on The Sunday School Times 





| undervalued. 
‘ s . | 
One thing seems very plain. If the comments we have | 


ted to his charge, and of the folly of supposing that 
the mere memorizing of Scripture texts or the becom- 
ing acquainted with the facts of the Bible record is 
effective in itself in bringing a scholar into the fold of 
Christ, or in inducing a desire on his part to be in 
the loving Saviour’s service. 
Indeed, the truths which Dr. 
in his argument ought neither to be overlooked nor 


Sggleston emphasizes 


There ts such a thing as making a 
teacher's work in the Sunday-school so mechanical 
and perfunctory as to be practically worthless. 
Thereare teachers who seem more in earnest in their 
efforts to drill their scholars in the senseless memoriz- 
ing of Bible words, in the facts of Bible geography 
and chronology, and in the lists of the books of the 


| Bible, and of the Bible kings, prophets, and apostles, 


to do a 
Se- 


than in endeavors to train those scholars 
noble work as youthful witnesses for Christ. 
cular school methods may 
are—carried quite too far by Sunday-school workers ; 
and it is well to have a note of warning on this point 
sounded by such a friend of the Sunday-schoo] cause 
as Dr, Eggleston, 


be—in some instances 
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Yet it must not be forgotten that a teacher's mis- | other person who should speak of his personal defects. | excited in some temperaments, and a man or a child 
sion in the Sunday-school includes something more We confess only what all must confess. For are we! can be made to weep over the idea of sin in general, 
than leading his scholars to trust in and to confess not all “miserable sinners”? Do we not all lack | who will yet refuse to put it away in specific cases. 


Jesus Christ as their Saviour. A teacher has no right | 


faith? Are we not all “cold” in comparison with the 


Or a supposed convert will agree not to do certain 


to neglect any of his scholars merely because they are _ warmth of love which we should exhibit?. And so | wrong acts longer, who has no intention of confessing 
young Christians instead of young heathen. Indeed, | we ease our consciences by these vague confessions, | them in the past and of making a possible reparation. 
it is of those who are already his followers that Jesus which even when not at all hypocritically made, | But when Zaccheus was converted, who, like the other 


says: “‘ Whoso shall offend one of these little ones 
which beheve in me, it were better for him that a 
millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he 
were drowned in the depth of the sea.”’ 

And how can a teacher hope to furnish young be- 
lievers for their every-day work in the world except 
by giving to and securing for them positive instruc- 
tion in the words and truths of the Holy Scriptures ? 
“ Sanctify them by thy truth: thy word is truth.” | 
“ The entrance of thy words giveth light.” Nor is it | 
the New Testament alone which includes words which | 
are profitable in the training of God's children into a | 





amount to but little before God or man. Their cheap- 
ness is most obvious. 

But it is quite otherwise, when a man confesses 
something individual to himself—a transgression of 
his own, not shared by the whole church. It plainly 
means something, when a member rises,and says: “I 
have a confession to make. The brethren have heard 
me accuse Brother A of various sins, and express a 
want of confidence in his Christian character. I 
wish to take back what I have said, and to ask the 
pardon of that brother and of the church. I was 
misled by prejudice and resentment, and gave ear to 





robust, sturdy, intelligent spiritual manhood and | false reports concerning him, and have grossly vio- 
womanhood. Itisto the Old Testament that our | lated Christ's law of love.” It means something, when 
Saviour points when he counsels Bible study. The | a Christian goes to a man, and says: “I lost my tem- 


| publicans of his day, had been guilty of extortion and 
| oppression, he manifested the genuineness and thor- 
| oughness of the change by this declaration : “ Behold, 
| Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if 
I have taken anything from any man by false accus:- 
tion, I restore him fourfold.” There was no mere 
sentimentalism about that man’s piety. All Jericho 
was satisfied that he had been soundly converted. In 
| judging of the piety of children, great stress should be 
laid on the development of conscientiousness. It is 
not safe to rely much on tender feeling, or on scrip- 
tural knowledge, or on a willingness to go into in 
quiry-meetings, or to unite with the church, especiall, 
when many others are doing the same thing. But u 
| decisive sign is, the fear to do wrong, the purpose to 


Old Testament certainly is included in the declaration | 
of Paul when he says that “ a// Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly | 
furnished unto all good works.” 


In fact, as a practical matter, it is true that good | 
Sunday-school teachers have found the Bible lessons, 
from the Old Testament and from the New, profitable 
to their scholars in the current series of International 
lessons. The lessons from the books of Chronicles in 
our last year's course were as attractive and as im- 
pressive to many scholars, younger and older, as any 
lessons ever taught from the Book of God. And so | 
will prove the lessons of this new year, from the 
books of Kings, in the hands of Christ-loving, intel- 
ligent, skilled, and faithful teachers. 


A teacher's influence is not necessarily more eftec- 
tive for good because he is ignorant. The teacher | 
who is familiar both with Bible truth and with wise | 
methods of teaching it, may be quite as warm-hearted 
and sympathetic a disciple of Jesus, and quite as | 
effective in leading unconverted children into the 
fold of the Saviour as any teacher who is pious but 
stupid—or at the best but poorly informed. And 
having led his scholars to the Saviour, the skilled 
teacher can do a good work in training them in| 
Christ's service where the ignorant teacher would be 
comparatively helpless. The trouble has been that 
too many of the young believers, and of the older 
ones, in our Sunday-schools, were ignorant of the. 
Scriptures; hence were unfitted for efficient service 
in Christ's cause. “The shield of faith” is indeed 
essential to a Christian soldier; but a shield is not 
the whole armor of God's soldiers. They ought to 
be able to wield the ‘sword of the Spirit, which is the | 
word of God.” Men can never be mighty in the 
Scriptures, or efficient in the Christian warfare, 
except through that thorough Bible knowledge which 
comes only by intelligent study and competent 
teaching. 


The good Sunday-school teacher will rightly influ- 
ence.his scholars, and will wisely instruct them. In- 
fluence and instruction belong together in his work. 
“What therefore God hath joined together, let not 
man put asunder.” 





PRACTICAL TESTS IN RELIGION. 
It has often been noticed, that men are much more 
ready to confess sim than sins. That is, they find it 
less wounding to their pride to acknowledge a gen- 


eral weakness of character, than to admit wrong-doing | 


in a given case. Many a professed Christian will 
almost regularly declare, in the church prayer-meet- 
ing, that he has been “cold” in his religious affections, 
and has lacked faith in God's promises, and will be- 
wail the imperfection of his piety, who yet has never 
been known to acknowledge any specific transgression. 


per, the other day, in talking with you, and I used | please Christ in all things, the obvious surrender of 


| abusive language. Forgive me.” It means something, | the will to God, and the readiness to confess particular 


when a professor of religion carries $500 to one. from | Wrong acts in the past. In other words, obedience is 
whom he has unjustly withheld it, and with tears | the only sure evidence that any one loves God and 





So long as we confine ourselves to general admissions, 
we say only that which we think would he said by any 


| small value. 


asks forgiveness. Such acts show a genuine contrition 
and humility. 
self, and confesses a specific wrong. As this can only 
be done at a considerable cost of natural feeling, it 


proves his sincerity, and it makes a corresponding 


impression. ‘These are the results which ought to be 
witnessed in connection with revivals of religion, and 
by them more than by anything else will the world 
be convinced of the genuineness of the work. A revi- 
val should be a season of confessions and reparations 
of a practical character, and should not be restricted 
to admissions of a lack of feeling, or of neglect of 
ecclesiastical duties. No emotional excitement, or 
fervor of exhortation, or frequency of attendance at 
religious meetings, can take the place of a confession 


of the tangible sins which we have committed against | 


our fellowmen, And if the minister has been guilty 
of specific wrong-doing, he, too, must be equally 


prompt and specific in his confessions, would he ob- | 


tain both divine and human forgiveness. Nothing 


'can be more repulsive than to hear a minister or a 
private member “ testifying ’’ toa new consecration, 


and to having received “a fresh baptism of the Holy 
Spirit,” while there remains back in his life a fla- 
grant sin unconfessed. 

The accounts of the great revival in Chicago show 
that Mr. Moody has his eye on this truth, and is 


faithful in applying the practical tests of religion. 
He warned the converts not to delude themselves 
| with mere emotional exercises, but to face the most 
| stern realities of duty in bringing forth fruits meet 


for repentance. He said that he had ne faith in the 
conversion of the man who professed penitence, but 
neglected to pay his board bill. He found two in- 
quirers, in one week, who confessed that they were 
fugitives from justice ; and he sent them back to bear 
the legal consequences of their crimes; one of them 
making restitution of $3000, and facing a ten years’ 
imprisonment. 
that whenever he preached about restitution, some 
one was moved to act upon what he said, and thus 
God honored his own truth. One evening he saw a 
young man among the inquirers waiting for conversa- 
tion, and sent to talk with him a gentleman who 
chanced to be the very merchant in whose employ- 


He declared, in one of his sermons, 


| ment the young man had once been ; and to him his 


former clerk made confession of dishonesty of which 
he had been guilty. 
after this acknowledgment, invoking the mercy of 
the God who has said: “He that covereth his sins 
shall not prosper ; but whoso confesseth and forsaketh 
them shall have mercy.” 


The two knelt together in prayer, 


We draw attention to this subject because it is of 
vital importance asa test of personal character. A 
piety which has little power over the conscience is of 
A sentimental religiousness is easily 


The man takes proper shame to him- | 


| has faith in Christ. 
} 





| P. P. BLISS. 


| Of all the numerous victims of the terrible railroad 
| disaster at Ashtabula, none will be mourned by so 
-many, and so widely, as P. P. Bliss, the sweet singer 
_of the Sunday-school Israel, and the skilled composer 
he so much of that music by which, within the past 
| few years, the gospel has been sung with such marvel- 
| ous power almost the wide world over. 
| Mr. Bliss did a great work in the sphere of modern 
| Christian song. He took the work up where William 
_B. Bradbury left it, and carried it forward to greater 
and more blessed results. He put new and sweeter 
songs into the mouths of the little ones, and he won 
fresh respect from maturer minds for the much sneered 
/at Sunday-school hymns and music. He recognized 
the popular need in this direction, and he had the 
ability to meet it. 

He wrote both the words and the music of “ Hold the 
Fort,” ‘“ Almost Persuaded,’’ “Only an Armor- 
bearer,” “ Hallelujah, ‘tis done!” “ Jesus Loves even 
Me.” “ More to Follow,” “ Pull for the Shore,” “ Let 
the Lower Lights be Burning,” “Whosoever Will,” 
‘““When Jesus Comes,’’ and many others also of the 
more popular hymns in the Moody and Sankey collec- 
tion. ‘“ The Charm,” “ Sunshine,” “ Joy,” and “ Gos- 
pel Songs,” were special collections of his music 
which successively found favor and did good in the 
Sunday-school field. 


| Mr. Bliss was more thana good writer of hymns 


and music. He wasa delightful singer. He was a 
successful Sunday-school superintendent. He was 


an earnest evangelist. He was a robust Christian. 
He was a sound, sensible, manly man. Those who 
knew him personally, loved and honored him, 
and they mourn his sudden death, because of the 
loss thereby to themselves and to the interests so dear 
to him. Many others who knew him only by his 
writings, and by the story of his good work, have 
scarcely less a sense of personal loss, and no less of 
sorrow, in the knowledge that his voice is now hushed 
to earth. 

But he is singing a new song, in a sweeter strain 
than any he eversoundedonearth. “As well the sing- 
ers as the players on instruments shall be there.” 
“ And I saw, as it were, a sea of glass, mingled with 
fire; and them that had gotten the victory . . . 
stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God. 
And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, 
and the song of the Lamb.” The echo of that song 
he caught while he was yet with us, when he sang : 


There's a part in that chorus for you and for me, 
And the theme of our praises forever will be: 
Hallelujah! ‘tis done ' 
I believe on the Son, 
T am saved by the blood of the crucified One. 
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NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


ee 





The “Inquirer” who comes with the subjoined ques- 
tion can be quickly answered. 

Is the object of the Quarterly and Lesson Leaf to aid scholars 
in the study of the lesson at home, or to aid them in the class on | 
the recitation thereof” If the former, the Quarterly has certainly 
If the latier, the objection stands valid that careless 





no superior. 
children will neglect to bring it. 
to leave lesson leaves behind, but these beiuy distributed every 
month, secure twelve good lessons a year, while the Quarterly 
would secure only four, taking it for granted that neither is | 


Of course they are just as likely 


handed out a week in advance or forgotten the following Sunday. | 
I prefer in the class no book but the Bible, but I must give my 
scholars the best help at Lome, in my power, in the study thereof. 
The object of every lesson help issued from the office of 
The Sunday School Times is to aid scholars and teachers in 
the study of the lessons at home; not to aid in the recita- 
tion of the lessons at school. TheScholars’ Quarterly is out 
of place in the class; so is any lesson leaf or question- 
book. The Bible is the only book for use in the Sunday- 
school class. 


Henry 8. Latham, Jr., of Greenville, R. 1, sends some | 
pleasant verses, with the following statement of their | 
prompting : 


You spoke, in a recent issue, ef the beautiful chromo-cards for | 
Christmas. and recommended them to Sunday-schools for holiday 
use. Thus in the schools, and among the people generally, these 
cards have circulated very widely tiis season. Now, the card which 
called forth my lines is one of these; and I doubt not that many 
of your readers have received the same exquisite, thongh simple, | 
gift. 
nect some additional truth with the memento which so many of 
them will treasure up 


Thus the lines might appeal to them, and help them to con- 


These lines are the response to one of these 
little messages actually received, the record of strong aud real 
feeling—and thus, perhaps, less artificial than it written ior an 
imaginary situation. 


ON RECEIVING A CHRISTMAS CHROMO CARD (DAISIES ON A 
BLACK GROUND). 
How bright the daisy’s crownéd head 
From out the dark is gleaming ! i 
So, when life’s singing birds are fled 
And all our earthly hopes lie dead, 
While gloom about our path 1s spread, — 
From Jesus’ thorn-crowned brow is shed 
The light forever streaming. 
Dear, royal flower,—in daylight’s hour, 
When summer's beauty reigneth, 
Then thou hast not one half the power 
Thou hast when night and winter lower, 
And ice the earth enchaineth. 
In all our darkness and our strife, 
A peacetul light is given— 
The memory of past summer lite, 
The quenchless hope of heaven : 
And thus the past and future blend 
In this thy Christmas greeting . 
God grant the same to thee, dear friend ; 
His love is sure whate’er he send ; 
Though darkness now with darkness blend, 
Light shines the brighter to the end— 
Till heaven's eternal meeting 


From Montreal, Canada, comes a suggestion concerning 
Sunday-school hymns and music 


Your valuable paper would place its readers under addition al 
obligation if it would facilitate the introduction into our Sunday- 
schools of hymns and religious songs set to appropriate music, the 
whole of which shall immeasurably surpass in character and adap- 
tability every selection now in use The hymnological and musical 
departments of Sunday-schvool labor are of immense importance, 
and they should in every sense be conducted so as ta produce 
heavenly impressions, quicken pure emotions, and reflect honor 
upon the Lord’s holy name and service. It has occurred to me to 
suggest whether it might not be attended with good results if a 
fund be subscribed out of which prizes could be awarded for selec 
tion of Sunday-school hymus, chants, anthems, and moral songs, 
together with appropriate but original tunes. The arbitrators of 
the latter might be selected from musicians of world-wide repute, 
and the hymns, ete., adjudicated upon by a competent board, 
selected from representative men of various denominations in Er 


ig- 
land and America 


We give place to this letter, not because we approve its 
suggestion, but rather that we may dissent from. the idea 
which seems to underlie it, that there is any special lack 
ot good Sunday-school hymns and music in the supply now 
before the public. We do not by any means deem this de- 
partment perfect ; but we do count it decidedly in advance 


of its corresponding department in the church congrega- | 


tion. We believe that Biglow and Main’s “ Book of Praise,” 


Z Winnowed Hymns,” and “Songs of Devotion,” or Hutch- | 
inss more stately “Sunday School Hymnal and Service | 
Book,” are better in their way, and for their purpose, than | 


‘8 any existing denominational church hymn and music 
book with which we are familiar, in its way and for 


| connection with its effective working week by week. 


| press freely and advantageously in his work, has this 


| press as an aid, he is tempted to employ it to such an extent that | 
| not unfrequently his printer’s bills are severely criticised by the 
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its purpose. And we would not Lave the Moody and 
Sankey collections driven out from our Sunday-schools 
by any collection likely to be approved by “mu- 
sicians of world-wide repute.” Indeed, we should be 
as loath to leave the choice of hymns and music for our 
Sunday-schools tv eminent poets and musical composersas we 
should be to depend on distinguished theological professors 
for the lesson plans of the infint-class. 


Kvery Sunday-school uceds more or less of printing in | 
But 
not every Sunday-school superintendent has «a printing- 
press at hand, or can afford to pay for all the printing he 
would like. As substitutes for the printing-press, the 
‘“Blectric Pen” and the “ Papyrograph” are used by more 
or less superintendents. Of the “ Papyrograph,” a corres- 
pendent who is an experienced and successful superin- 
tendent, and who has been accustomed to use the printing- 


to sav 

Almost every Sunday-sechool superintendent, who keeps abreast 
with the times, has more or less occasion to patronize the printing- 
press. Indeed, the day has already dawned when it is universally 
acknowledged by the most ellitienteSunday-school workers, that a 
discreet use of the types is among the essential aids to secure the 


best results. There are many, however, who recognize the impor- 





tance of this agency, who are deterred from its use because of the 
expense. 
his school every possible advantage, eagerly seizes upon all available 


The enthusiastic superintendent, who desires to give to 


appliances to assist him in his work. Recognizing the value of the 


more conservative portion of the chureh, and especially by those 
who never avail thefnselves of any of the privileges which the 
school offers ; and so to escape condemnation he too often foots the 
bills himself. 
this valuable help, because a printing establishment is not easily 


Others are compelled to forego the advantages of 


aceessible, and others, still, because of the delay and annoyance in 
obtaining just what they want from the printer. Many there are 
who would gladly avail themselves of this desirable auxiliary in 
their work did it appear to them feasible. This being se, we may 
well hail the day which brings to us an invention that essentially 
removes many of these obstacles, and brings within easy reach of 
the yreat majority of schools the ackuowledged benefits which 
Zuccato's Papyrograph, 
introduced into this country, promises to meet the 


accrue from a wise use of printers ink. 
but recently 
great want in this direction, and to allow every superintendent to 


I do not know jusi where the bump of misunderstanding |s 
located, but Iam sure it is the most prominent organ in 
the American cranium. I am not now complaining of the 
skillful controversialist like that one who recently tried to 
prove me an infidel, comparing me to Bruno Bauer, because 
I questioned some of the advantages claimed for the Inter- 
national system of lessons. Such people always remind one 
of the old lady who said that “ total depravity is an exvel- 
lent doctrine if it is only lived up to.” 

But as [ began to say, I had a letter just now, from an 
intelligent and friendly Sunday-school man whom I never 
saw. He first quotes m- as saying that I “have no conti- 
dence in Scriptural knowledge as a means of salvation,” 
which I did not say. Then he quotes against me, Isaiah 
55: 10,11. That’is to say, this superintendent misunder- 
stands in one breath both the prophet and the scribbler, 

Uniess one has some better purpose to achieve, he should 
never correct a misapprehension, still less a misrepresenta- 
tion. For the Master himself has been for the most part 
misunderstvod for eighteen hundred years, and surely it 1s 
enough for any servant of his at the present day that he be 
as his Lord. But I have written this preamble in order to 
get a chance to say over again what I have said before, and 
what needs to be saidoften by me, because Lam, at present, 
almost the solitary voice speaking for this truth; to wit, 
that not in the knowledge communicated, but in the per- 
sonal influence exerted, lies the greater part of the Sunday- 
school teacher's work. 

My good Quaker friend, Charles Coffin, of Indiana, once 
suid, in his own ininitable fashion, that the most dangerous 
man in the Sunday-school was the schoolmaster. I cannot 
quite adopt his phrase, but I do believe the great peril of 
the Sunday-school to be the common-school idea. Without 
considering the difference of purpose or the difference of 
circumstance, ‘Sunday-school reformers have for ten or a 
dozen years been attempting to force the aims and methods 
of the secular school into the Sunday-school. It is forgotten 
that our time is limited to an hour a week, that our teach- 
ers are busy and untrained, and that the communication of 
mere information is the smallest part of our work. An 
attempt is made to enforce the analogy by calling the 
Sunday-school a Bible-school. It would be better to change 
the other end of the title; for the Sunday-school, rightly 


considered, is more a church than a schooi. Teaching 





become his own printer, for with one of these simple instruments 


and an ordinary letter-press, copies of a manuscript can be multi- | end in the common school. 
plied indefinitely, each turn of the press throwing off « fac-simile of | 


the original, Thus the superintendent may place his tresh pro- 
gramme, each Sabbath, in the hands of every member of his school 
by simply writing it out once. For those who desire to use litur- 
gical introductory or closing exercises, a beautiful service of this 
kind, harmonizing with the ceutral truth of the lesson for the day, 
can be readily prepared tor each Sabbath. Letters to teachers and 
scholars can now be used freely, and they will possess a charm and 
a value above the printed circular, being in the superintendent's 
own handwriting. 


the lesson to be brought out in the review, can be nicely papyro- 


The blackboard exercise, or the thoughts of 


graphed upon a card, and placed in the hands of each member of 
Invitation 
cards, charts, review exercises, outline portions of maps, elliptical 


the school jor preservation, at the close of the session. 


readings, new hymns and 1ausic, etc., ete., can now be issued at the 
superintendent's will, with a comparative small amount of labor, 
An ingenious superintendent may utilize this 
iustrument in his work, so that it shall be a power for good. The 


time, and expense 


Italian inventor may never have heard of a Sunday-school, but He 
“who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will,” may 
make the invention to minister to his cause, as it shall aid in the 
great work ot Bible instruction. 


A GOOD-NATURED GRUMBLE 
BY EDWARD EGGLESTON, D.D. 


I have just received a letter. This is not a remarkable 
event, for, in this nation of post-offices and letter-writers, a 
publicity far short of celebrity is sufficient to overwhelm 
one with letters. When a man has been so foolish as to 
write nine or ten little books in his time, to edit half a 
dozen different periodicals, and to print a thousand or so of 
newspaper articles, as I have, letters become in his life what 
Three 
times a day that dreadful postman comes to the basement 
window of the doomed seribbler and pours in a flood of let- 
ters, postalg, pamphlets, “ pub. docs.,” poetry, programmes, 


irugs were to the Egyptians—a trifle too abundant. 


posters, circulars. speeches, specimens, newspapers, maga- 
zines, maps, manuscripts of young authors, and still-born 
books craving a burial certificate at somebody's hands. 
One gets tired of being the public’s humble amanuensis 
and general intelligence burean; nevertheless, the best of 
this torrent are the letters fullof counsel, inquiry, friendly 
words, and sharp reproof. If one man flatters a writer, 
Heaven sends the next to keep him humble. 

But if there is any one thing that could make one swear 
off from pens and printing-presses it is the remarkable de- 
| velopment of a iaculty tor misapprehension in most people. 





arithmetic is, whether rightly or wrongly, considered an 
But teaching the Bible is only 
a means to an end in the Sunday-school (John 17: 17), and 
it is only one means. The personalintluence of the teacher 
is just as legitimate a means, and just as divinely ordained 
a means, of spiritual regeneration, as 1s the truth itself. 
And as the body without the spirit is dead, and faith with- 
out works is dead, so truth-teaching without the interven- 
tion of personal influence is dead. A mere hearer of recita- 
tions about Jehu and Jezebel and Jonah is not a living 
teacher. One would as well call an automaton a man, ora 
checker-board a book, as to give the name of teachers w 
half of those who have charge of classes. 


But what remedy? Make the classes larger, says my 
friend Theorist, and get a few trained teachers for them. 
But, bless you, the trained teachers are often the worst 
and in increasing the size of the classes you decrease the 
chance of personal contact with pupils. Theres Mrs. X, 
now, who never had any training, but who has a woman’s 
heart—she will subdue any class of street Arabs by firm 
ness and tenderness, by love and diligence, by patience and 
sympathy. There's a Sunday-school teacher in my mind 
now, who has never spoken in meeting, who is a busy 
business man, abrupt in speech, but whose class of twenty 
apprentices and mechanics’ sons are coming up to be true 
Christian men under his powerful influence. It is not 
from any skill of his in teaching facts, not from any ding- 
dong cry about “Bible study,” with which the Sunday- 
school world is filled. The very heart of Christ is in the 
man—the essence of Bible truth is in his paternal love of 
his boys, they can believe in God because they believe im 
him. If any boy in that class is out of a situation, he 
knows where he has a friend; if any is in trouble, he knows 
where to get sympathy. 





* I might multiply such instances. I saw Miss a 
| year ago, when two of her girls came before the examining 
committee for church-membership, take her seat between 
them, with a hand of each of them held joyfully in her 
own. All of Miss ’s class are exemplary Christians, 
not because they have committed Scripture to memory, 
but because their teacher has by personal love and her own 
genuine Christlikeness, led them mto the very heart of 
Scripture—into the very bosom of the Heavenly Father. 
Let no man exercise his organ of ‘misunderstanding on 
what I have said here. I am not underestimating the 
value of Scripture study. But the Scriptures must be 








learned; not by rote, but by Aewr’, and the uve Sunday. 
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school will some day understand, what many wise and | 
prudent men do not seem to understand, that, for the in- | 
struction and religious culture of childhood, the books of | 
the Chronicles of the kings of Israel are not equal to the | 
books of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and that a child's Sun- 

day-school life is short, needing greatly to be economized. | 
I like the present enthusiasm for Bible study, but I wish | 
it were a little more discriminating. And I| cannot but | 
think that teachers should be made to feel that they also | 
are a divinely ordained agency, and to remember the great | 
law of God that one reaches the love of God chiefly through 
the mediation-of human affection and sympathy. Unless 
you suffer little children to come unto you, in the truest 
sense, you cannot take them to the bosom of Christ. Woe 
to him who by the dryness, the formalism, the lack of per- 
sonal friendliness and earnestness, in his teaching of a child, 
makes even the word of God a stumbling-block for little 
feet ! 

“Come,” said Frederick Froebel, the great apostle of 
infancy, ‘“‘come, let us live for our children!” O fellow- 
teacher! it is mot enough that we be teachers of sacred his- 
tory, or even of the deeper truths of the Bible. The Master 
lived and died for those he taught. In Jesus Christ’s name, 
let me entreat of you that you waste not your strength in 
hobby-riding, that you be not in bondage to impractical 
enthusiasms, but that in the Master's own spirit you give 
yourself—that is, your time, your ease, your friendship, 
your sympathy—for your fiock. God's word, as saith 
Isaiah, shall not return void; but it is God’s word spoken 
by the living teacher, whose lips, like Isaiah’s, have been 
touched with the live coul of a divine earnestness. 

The Judge, in the Day of Account, will not demand how 
many lessons you have taught, how well your class showed 
off in reviews, with how much learning you expounded 
Scripture, but how faithfully you strove to help those com- 
mitted to you to a Christian life. Use helps, and even 
Scripture helps, as a means to an end—put away all ma- 
chinery that merely obstructs you. Have done with 
“Dead Sea apery,” and keep the main end always in sight. 
And that main end is simply this: By such means as you | 
can find, in God's word, or in God’s universe, TO HELP HU- 
MAN SOULS OUT OF EVIL UNTO Gop. 


’ 


LED FROM A HUMAN JESUS TO A 
DIVINE CHRIST. 


BY CARGILL. 


I have found it exceedingly profitable, as a Sunday-school 
teacher, to write in a journal my personal impressions ot 
the characteristics of the different scholars led into my care, 
also of their development, and of my way of working with 
each one. This journal, in the process of years, became 
volumes, and a source of great joy, and, at other times, 
much sorrow, as [ found opportunities to refresh my mem- 
ory by reading what I had written; narratives of success 
Many 
have gone to their reward, while some live to give to 
others of what they have received. Fire has destroyed this 
journal, with other valuabie papers; but one case there 
recorded is so vividly impressed upon my memory that I 
propose to give its substance, and, as nearly as possible, its 
very words, as an illustration of my plan. 

\—————=—=——=—=- 1867, To-duy our pastor came to mea 
short time before the opening of the Sunday-school, accom- | 





panied by two young ladies, to whom he introduced me. | 


Miss B—— I knew well asa sincere Christian. Miss N 
was an entire stranger tome. At the close of the services 
I learned that the latter was a teacher in the High School 
of the city, and that she had always been accustomed to 
attend the Unitarian Church, but failing to find in her asso- 
ciations there, and in the instruction which she received, 
the light and comfort which she craved, she had deliber- 
ately and intelligently decided to vest the influence upon 
her of the preaching of our pastor, the Rev. Mr. S——, and 
of our other services, which she proposed to faithfully 
attend. She had not left the religious home in which she 
had been educated without a struggle, nor without the 
protest of her pastor and friends. I further learned that 
she considered this step as simply an experiment ; that she 
was firm in her rejection of the doctrine of the divinity of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and did not come to be convinced of 
her error, but to get peace in some way, she knew not how. 
I have never before had a scholar whose religious belief 
was of this character, and I do most keenly feel the 





responsibility of attempting to be her teacher of Bible | 


truth. Of course she will be a subject of daily prayer. 
. 1867. Called to see Miss B , and 
learned that her friend, Miss N , had for years been 











made by her a subject of personal prayer; that her interest | 


in that friend’s deliverance from the darkness which she 

suffered, induced the sraggestion to her to change her place 

of religious Worship, and to become a member of my Sun- 
hea 
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day-school class. I feel already a strong degree of confi- 
dence that this is such a providential leading as may well | 
encourage me to patient and persistent labor, with an ex- | 
pectation of success. The more I learn of this scholar, the 
deeper my interest. 

«________ 1867. Called this afternoon to see Miss 
N for the first time. I was impressed with her intel- 
ligent discernment and discrimination ; also with her in- 
terest in Bible study. Her whole conversation mdicated a 
person governed by religious principle. I said nothing to 
her of any views which she might have of the atonement, 
or of Christ’s divinity, but spoke freely of my personal 
interest in the Saviour, and in the close relation to his 
children which he allowed. She seemed interested in re- 
ligious duties, and was glad to have me close the interview 
with prayer. If I had been told that she was a Christian, 
my conversation with her, in this first season of close inter- 
course, would have assured me of the truth of the report. 
But all the time I, in dependence upon divine grace, was 
treating her as one who knew not the Lord Jesus, and 
whom I must seek to lead into the light. 

“«_______ 1868. I have had repeated conversa- 
tions with our pastor concerning Miss N He has not 
become fairly acquainted with her, but his own personal 
experience gives him an unusual knowledge of her difficul- 
ties, and of her struggles, and in his preaching, to which 
she is closely attentive, as a deeply interested listener, 
he seeks to lead her tothe truth. I still have the sympathy 
and hearty co-operation of her friend, Miss B—~. Com- 
bining this with the pastor’s sincere interest, I am encour- 
aged to work on. I have visited Miss N at her own 
house as often as possible, and, though continuing to avoid 
all doctrinal discussion, | have earnestly labored to hold 
up the Lord Jesus as my satisfying Friend, and as my only 
hope of salvation and sanctification. She listens with evi- 
dent interest, and with an actively inquiring mind. She 
still appears to join sincerely with me in prayer, and ex- 
presses deep interest in our preaching services, and in our 
meetings for social worship. She has told me of her great 
distress in attending our communion seasons, to which she 
did not feel invited, though accustomed to partake of the 
elements while «attending the Unitarian Church. I could 
not easily understand this feature of her trial, but saw 
clearly that 1t was a keen one. She felt impelled to be 
present, yet intensely shrunk from it. 

‘1869. I have had a memorable inter- 
view with Miss N this evening. Very soon after 1 
was alone with her I discovered the absence of her usual 
cheerful spirit, and that she was troubled from some cause. 
I did not allow her to see that I noticed any difference in 
her. It was not long before she told me that she had fully 
decided, after much consideration, to return to the Uni- 
tarian Church. This was said with the deepest feeling. 

“My first thought was, Has the experiment failed? Have 
the labors, and especially the prayers, been unavailing? 

“What could I say to her? I was too much distressed 
myself for the poor child to say many words. I simply 
called her attention to the fact that I had been invariably 
silent in regard to the doctrine of the Trinity. I had been 
so from principle; but I was very sure that she was mak- 
ing a mistake, and that she would see it if she went. She 
listened attentively, almost breathlessly, in her deeply 
emotional condition. I proposed prayer. She dropped 
instantly upon her knees, and I attempted to carry her 
case directly to the infinitely merciful and gracious Father. 
When about to leave her, immediately after the prayer, I 
took her hand and said to her : 

“*Mary, the Lord is about to bless you most richly. I 
cannot tell how, but I feel that it is to be so.’ 

“What prompted me to these words, unless it was the 
Spirit of God, I cannot say. They were not premeditated. 
I seemed to say what was given to me. I came home with- 
out any burden. Indeed, my feelings were as though I 
had gained a victory, but I had no power to explain them. 

«____ 1869. Miss N was at church and 
Sabbath-school on the Sabbath following the interview last 
mentioned. To-day I missed her from church. It was the 
communion season, and I remembered what she had said 
concerning her feelings on that day. At noon a friend of 
Miss N called, bringing a note from her, which read 
literally as follows : 

“*T am utterly lost; the faith of years is gone. I have 
not a thing to cling to. I only remember what I once had. 
| As never dreamed of, I must have a divine Saviour, or I 
| am utterly lost. Will you pray this very hour as you 
never prayed before? You say you never prayed for me 
to believe; do it now, as you value a soul.’ 


























“The bearer joined with me in prayer for our distressed 
friend, and I then went immediately to see the pastor. 
| We bowed together, each praying; this, as we believed, 
| in the spirit of the promise, ‘If two of you shall agree on 
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done for them of my Fuiler w'nch is in heaven. I went 
to the Sabbath-school, but as soon as the exercises were, 
closed, I hastened to see my burdened scholar. As I en-. 
tered the room and greeted her, I saw at once that she was: 
relieved; for her face was radiant with joy and peace, and. 
told her of my convictions. She fully corroborated my 
judgment, and told me of all her trial. The relief was sud- 
den, but complete, and came almost at the moment whem 
the pastor and myself were joined in mutual prayer. Thus: 
has the long-looked-for work been accomplished, as I believe.. 
Blessed be the Lord!” 

In addition to this journalized narrative, I may add that 
Miss N , in due time, made a public profession of her: 
acceptance of her divine Saviour, and of her attachment to. 
him. She has a great interest in all that can be learned of 
the Lord Jesus, and of his relation to us, and lives a life of 
earnest piety. 

This experience has been a great encouragement to me to 
work patiently and with perseverance, regardless of any 
form of discouragement. 

It has taught me to secure, as far as possible, the co- 
operation of Christian friends. No one can tell which 
human influence was the strongest in securing the delivery 
of this scholar from erroneous views of truth, and in bring- 
ing her into the light:—the faithful, praying Christian 
friend, the pastor, or the Sunday-school teacher. “Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord.” 








DISCOURAGEMENTS, 


BY FRANK H. CONVERSE, 


He was superintendent ofa small Sunday-school in the 
town of Wherewelive—a young man with an earnest desire 
to do his Master’s service heartily, but then, perhaps he was 
over-sensitive in discerning fault-finding with his present 
methods where none was intended, as in the case of Mrs. 
Thorn, who, having met him one day, remarked sweetly :— 
“ What can be the cause of the lack of interest in our 
Sabbath-school, Mr. Harris? J use every effort in my 
power with myown scholars. Surely something is wrong.” 
“You won’t mind a—er—few suggestions,” majestically 
remarked Judge Pitman, “in regard to the management of 
vourschool? Having filled that somewhat arduous position,” 
said the Judge, who had occupied the vestry platform in 
that capacity one forenoon to fill an unexpected vacancy, 
“T think that Iam warranted in saying that order—order 
should be the primary rule in the Sunday-school.” . 

Bewildered as to the general drift of Judge Pitman’s re- 
marks, Mr. Harris bowed an assent, whereat the Judge con- 
descendingly linked his finger in the button-hole of the 
superintendent's coat, and proceeded. 

“Last Sabbath I noticed considerable confusion and 
whispering, especially in the class which you have tempo- 
rarily—and, as it seems to me, rather unnecessarily—taken 
charge of; and, if I am not mistaken, a little girl in the 
infant-class laughed outright while Brother Baker led in 
prayer. A few remarks,” said the Judge, releasing his 
victim, “on this essential and vital point, would not in 
my opinion be out of place next Sunday forenoon. Good- 
morning, sir.” 

As Mr. Harris passed Mrs. Steadman’s door-yard, that 
lady, with a garden-hat tilted back on her head and a 
trowel in her hand, bore down upon him breathless and 
loquacious. “I’ve be’n wanting to see you since last 
Sunday week Mr. ’Arris,” she said, leaning over the gate, 
with unpunctuated discourse, “to speak to you about my 
boy Tommy who is in the wing class behind that Donn: ‘I 
boy who’s be’n stickin’ pins into my Tommy to that de- 
gree that his legs is full of holes as a cullender which sir as 
you know isn’t what he goes to Sund’y-school for.” 

Assuring Mrs. Steadman that the matter should be at- 
tended to, Mr. Harris broke away. The Donnell boy— 
Jerry by name—he had brought out of the street into his 
school, had taken him, under his own personal supervision, 
and, patiently overlooking the ceaseless annoyances to which 
he was subjected by the antics of Master Jerry, Sabbath 
after Sabbath he labored and prayed for him earnestly and 
unceasingly, but, to all outward appearances, in vain. 

“Where was Jerry to-day ?” inquired the superintendent 
of little Nellie Rogers, as, after an unusually orderly session, 
the school was dismissed on the following Sabbath. 

Nellie, who was another street waif living in the same 
locality as Master Jerry, answered with childish gravity : 
|“ He’s hurted hisself, sur; leastwise, twas ould Donnell as, 
| comin’ home crazy-like wid liquor, shoved him adown the 
stairs, an he a thryin’ to kap th’ ould man from abusin’ 
of the mother.” 

Mr. Harris turned toward “The Point,’—a locality 
where rum-shops, sailor boarding-houses, and rotten tene- 
ments abounded, and where was the home of the Donnells. 

“Ye'd better not go, sur,” timidly suggested the little 





earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be 


girl, “The men was paid off to the mill yesterday, an’ the - 
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rum-shops is a runnin’ full blast; they bate a man wid | refuse Deity a place in the universe, because of the want 


thracts this very mornin’, an’ druv him off.” 

Leaving little Nellie to trip lightly up the adjacent 
court, where her mother lived, the young man hastened 
down the street, and groped his way up a pair of dirty 


| 


stairs, amid sights, sounds, and odors of which those unac- | 


-quainted with mission labor have no conception. He 
found Jerry alone. 


“ Sure, it’s right good of ye to come here, an’ me frettin’ 


of ability to attain to his height ? 

How many burdened souls long for a more complete 
revelation with regard to heaven. Whereis it? What is 
it? 
those who have disappeared from the world-sphere? If 
my Father loves me, why has he left me to grope in dark- 
Oh for more light ! The Spirit 


ness ? 


It is not possible, 


What are the employments and surroundings of | 


could not describe heaven by the means of human litera- | 


turnovers, and willingly agreed to let her stay as long as 
the others did. Lulu was particularly glad of this, for often, 
it seemed to her, her mother made a point of having her 
come home before evening, whether the rest did so or not. 

The morrow dawned bright and beautiful. The children 
were up betimes, and, before nine o'clock, Mattie and Jennie 
had been three times to Lulu’s house, to consult her. Just 
as they left the last time, a boy came hurrying up with 
a telegram. 


the lif toy id me thricks.” said the boy, with a ture. He has simply used earthly imagery by way. of|  Itsaid, “ Arthur is very ill, Come at once.” 
‘the life out o ye wid m ; J . . , ‘ : ; 
. .| Sugges é as > ‘ ' > ear >¢ , , 7 As sc 2 , re te g 
look of pleasure which utterly changed the expression of suggestion. Human reason, being of the earth, earthy, Arthur was Lulu’s cousin, who lived in Riverdale, twenty 


his generally expressionless face. “I didn’t dare sind for 
ye, for all that I’ve been wantin’ ye so much. Yer mind 
the Sund’y ye tould us of Him as they crucified, and the 
thafe—what he said tohim?” The superintendent, kneel 
ing by the boy’s side and holding his grimy hand, called 
the Sunday to mind, and how much trouble Jerry had 


can do nothing with the idea of heaven. Suppose a philos- 
opher, talking to a little child about the higher mathe- 
matics, the principles of the differential caleulus, for in- 
stance; it would be labor in vain, because there is no ¢ca- 
pacity to comprehend. 


first steps in endless existence. Our capacity is almost «at 


We are little children, taking the | 


| Lulu’s mother, who was his only sister. 


miles from Hillside. His father had sent the message to 
Arthur’s own 
mother was dead. 

“T have just time to reach the ten o’clock train,” said 
Mrs. Van Cott, beginning to put her work away with quick, 


firm touches. Ina few moments she had on her things, 


; . | zero. rould hence be useless for our Father to try to | and then, bending to kiss Lulu, she said. 
caused him on the self-same day by his apparent inatten- | ‘ It would h = . for our Father ’ Oy re 
: ‘ 7 lg os HT | describe heaven for us as it is. And we ought to rejoice} ‘“ Darling, I’ll be home to-night, if I can. If not, you 
tion. He nodded his head, and the boy went on. Well, | brig yes & | ; over 
‘ . , | because it is impossible to describe heaven. It would be | inust be good, and mind not to make trouble for Cousin 
sur, I'm wuss nor the thafe was—lI’ve stole, an : 


lied, an’ sweared sence I was a bit of a boy, an’ it seems 
like the coward I am that I'd be axin’ ye to say a prayer 
for me; but I’ve heerd ye tell how patient He was.” 

I would not, if I could, render the prayer’ which was 
then and there put up to heaven for the dying boy. 

“The bit of a song that the purty lady wid glasses sung 
ithe same time,—d’ ye mind?” whispered Jerry, as his mother 
came in, 


“Do you want me to sing it, Jerry?” asked Mr. Harris ; 
and when the boy whispered, “ Yes, if you plaze, sur,” the 
superintendent tenderly sang— 


The dying thief rejoiced to see 
That fountain in his day, 

And so may I, though vile as he, 
Wash all my sins away. 


“So might the likes o’ me; mighn’t I, sur? on’y it ’ud 
take a deal o’ washin’,” whispered Jerry. “I’m no good, 
I4ord Jesus; but ye forgiv’ the thafe, forgiv’ me.” 

A very homely prayer, but I question whether it did not 
rach the heavenly ear full as soon as Judge Pitman’s peti- 
ton, which was just then being offered for the benighted 
heathen and the ultimate conversion of the whole world. 

With Jerry’s prayer came his release. “The boy’s death 
taught me to wait God’s time for harvest,” said Mr. 
Harris afterward, and I wish that I could say that it 
taught him never to be discouraged at apparent non- 
success. 





TREASURE IN EARTHEN VESSELS. 
BY THE REV. A. H. HOLLOWAY. 


There are two elements in religion, the divine and the 
human. 


divine. The vessel has very much to do with the treasure 


Human capacity conditions the divine influence. Divine 


influence in itself, doubtless, is superior to all human con- | 


ditions, but in the coming together of the two factors, the 
veiling of divine power takes place. 
close of his ministry, said to his disciples, “I have yet many 


The one is an earthen vessel, limited, oftentimes | 
broken; the other is a treasure, spiritual, unlimited, and | 





The Saviour, near the | 


things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.” | 


The vessel was not equal to the treasure. 
was not abreast with the knowledge, and the knowledge 
had to wait for the lagging capacity to come up. Here is 
a principle which rules in very many of God’s dealings with 
men. 

There are difficulties connected with a written revelation. 
It was necessary for our Father to reveal himself, his 
government, and his way of redemption, in human lan- 
guage, which, although a noble instrument, is earthly and 


The capacity | 





a very poor heaven which could be defined to our capacity 
through human literature. HK infinitely enlarges my image 
of heaven when I realize that it is so boundless, so divine, 
that it cannot be described. 

In all these questions which lie along the line of contact 
of God with the spirit of man, we shall derive great comfort 
if we bear in mind that the treasure is infinite, while the 
vessel is limited—human, marred by sin 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


Sree aie 
LULU'S VICTORY. 


BY MARGARET E. SANGSTER. 


“There’s to be a nutting-party in the grove to-morrow 
afternoon,” said Mattie Parks, slippimg her hand through 
Lulu Van Cott’s arm, as the latter came up the little path 
which led to the school-door. 
Miss Harriet has promised to go too, so that our mothers 
won't be frightened, if it’s ‘most dark before we get home. 
Won't it be splendid, Lulu?” 

“Lovely!” answered Lulu, with smiles dancing in her 
bright eyes, and chasing each other over her dimpled checks. 
“Only I do wish it were to be to-day, instead of to-morrow. 
To-morrow is so far away.” 

“Oh! I don’t mind that. I like to think about it. It’s 
so nice to go to sleep with the last thingin your mind 
some pleasant thing, that is surely coming to pass. It gives 
you bright dreams. Then the nights are always over so soon. 
You shut your eves, and when you open them it only 
seems like a minute or two, and here’s the daylight again. 
and you're in the middle of everything.” 


“ All the girls are going, and | 





Tinkle, tinkle, tinkle went the little silver bell on Miss | 


Harriet’s desk. The children stopped talking, and went 
into the school-room. The business of the day went on 
just as usual. History and geography and spelling ; when 
was Queen Elizabeth inaugurated? how do you bound Den- 
mark? how many|’s in parallel ?—precisely as though school 
were to last forever, and no nutting-party had been 
thought of. Mattie Parks whispered to Jennie Redmond, 
and Miss Harriet saw her, and gave her a demerit; and 


Lulu wrote carelessly in her exercise, and was told to copy | 


it, quite as if there were no excuse in the fact that the busy 
little brains were more concerned with the morrow’s frolic 
than with the morning’s lessons. 

“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do,do it with thy 
might,” wrote Miss Harriet, in great white letters, on the 
blackboard, and left it there, without a word. 
text which knew how to preach its own sermon. 
eyes, and gray eyes, and black eyes, and blue eyes looked 
up, and read it, and took its meaning in. The teacher 


It was a | 


Hazel | 


Miriam. Don’t go to the woods to-day, dear.” 

“Why, mamma?” said Lulu, her face clouding over with 
a bitter disappointment. 

“T could not rest to have you gone so far from home, 
when I am absent,” said Mrs. Van Cott. 

Then she shut the door, and walked hurriedly to the 
depot, leaving a storm behind her. 

Lulu was not only grieved, but angry. She threw her- 
self on the lounge, and cried, and cried, and cried. 

Cousin Miriam, who lived there, and was used to Lulu’s 
floods of tears, at first took no notice, then she began to talk 
to her coaxingly and kindly, but Lulu shook off her hand, 
and made no answer to her pleadings. Finally Cousin 
Miriam lost patience. She said, “ Lulu Van Cott, you are 
a most unreasonable child. Do you consider yourself a 
Christian, and then is a disappointment so hard to bear 
that you do not even try tobe brave? I am ashamed of 
you,” 

Lulu rose slowly from the lounge, and went out of doors. 
It was a lovely dreamy day, a soft haze lying lightly over 
the almost leafless trees, anda gentle silence pervading the at- 
mosphere. All was peaceful. Lulu thought of Cousin Miriam's 
words, “ Youconsider yourself aChristian.” Well, that was 
true. All her life Lulu had heard of Christ and his love, 
but for the last year she had been trying to live for him. 
She had given herself away, and she felt very happy in the 
knowledge that he was her friend and master. Often, too, 
she had thought how sweet it would be to bear hard things 
for his sake, to suffer as Paul did, and the martyrs, of whom 
she loved to study. But her life was so smooth and bright. 
She had no trials which she could call “ Christian” trials. 
This one, staying at home when she wanted to go to the 
woods, and when no such day would come again in a year, 
could not be a trouble, to bear for Christ’s sake. 

Oddly enough, at this moment there stole into, Lulus 
heart, as if an angel had whispered it, one of the references 
she had read to her Sunday-school teacher last Sunday. 

“In the world ye shall have tribulation. But be of good 
cheer. Ihave overcome the world.” 

Oh, these wonderful Bible verses, how they help us when 
we get to hard places! Lulu’s tribulation was not great 


| in the sight of Cousin Miriam, but it was very real and large 


to the child herself. It was all she éould bear at that time. 
It was far more to her than the peril of Cousin Arthur, 
whom she seldom saw, and who was much older than she. 
Besides, a child finds it hard to realize the fact of dan- 
ger and death, when they are connected with some one 
who is distant and absent. 

“T have overcome the world.” 

Lulu heard the sweet words as if they had been spoken 
in her ear. She went straight to her own room, dropped 
on her knees beside her little bed, and prayed that she 


a imperfect. If the speech of heaven had been used, it | sat quietly at her desk, correcting compositions, and the | might be good and cheerful. She was helped, for when, at 
% would not have been understood. It was absolutely neces- | noon-spell came, and the children gathered in groups to | noon, the girls went by, a merry load, in Jennie’s father’s 
BS sary for God in coming into a relation with man to use | eat their luhcheons. Then followed the short afternoon, | market-wagon, she went to the door, and bravely told them 
“ human speech. Then this speech became in the second | and they all went home. | why she must stay at home. Then she learned her lessons for 
- stage a literature, and thus we have the Bible, God’s reve- | Lulu flashed into her mother’s sitting-room like a beam | MSnday, did some errands for Miss Miriam, worked on 
a lation to men. On the supposition that there are difficul- | of light. Down went her books on one chair, off went her| her embroidery, and practiced her scales, finding that 
z 


ties in the Bible, were they not to be expected? Was it 
possible for divine power to avoid the imperfections of the 
human instrument? If God had employed the literature 


of heaven to reveal himself and his ways, it would have | 
been necessary for him to create capacity in man to com- | 


prehend it. We have the treasure in earthen vessels. 
Then there are the great doctrines of the Bible, which 
form astumbling-block to so many. “If I could only com- 


prehend,” says one, “ the doctrine of the Trinity, of spiritual | 


influence, of the decrees, etc.” Yes, but if you could com- 
prehend these you- would be God; but, being human, you 
have not capacity to comprehend, and must be content with 
apprehending them. The vessel is limited ; it cannot contain 

ity. Is it not the merest presumption in a creature to 


hat and sacque on another, and she threw her arms about 
her mother’s neck, and gave her a very loving kiss. 

“Put your books and hat away in their places, dear,” 
said Mrs. Van Cott, “and then come and tell me the story 
of the week.” 

This was a regular Friday afternoon occupation. 
times Lulu had much to tell, and sometimes little. 


Some- 


Often 


she brought her school diary, and went over its record of | 


trials or triumphs. Always she found her mother ready to 
give her advice and sympathy. No friend for Lulu quite 
so dear as mother. 

Mrs. Van Cott entered very heartily into the scheme of 
the nutting-party. She gave Lulu a promise that she 


| 


the hours slipped by pretty fast, notwithstanding she was 
at home. Several days passed before her mother’s return, 
and then she brought the convalescent boy with her, so 
that it was quite a little while before Mrs. Van Cott heard 
how the text had helped Lulu to obtain the victory. Then 
she explained how sorry she had been in denying her little 
daughter a pleasure, but, knowing that there was much 
sickness about, and being shocked at her nephew’s peril, 
she had felt that the safest place for her pet would be at 
home. 

“Tt was a great trial, mother,” said Lulu; “ but when I 
made up my mind to submit toit cheerfully, for Jesus’ 
sake, it seemed as if he came and stayed right by my side, 


should take her favorite lunch of gingerbread and apple | and made me strong enough to be good.” 
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LESSON HELPS. 
INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 


(First Quarter, 1877.) 
STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL. 


2. Jan. 14.—The Sin of Jeroboam.------------------ 1 Kings 12: 25-33 
3. Jan. 21.—Omri and Ahab--..-.--------------.----1 Kings 16: 23-4 
4. Jan. 28.—Elijah the Tishbite ----~----------------- 1 Kings 17: 1-16 
5. Feb. 4.—Elijah and Ahab------- ile ak iat 2c 1 Kings 18 : 5-18 


6. Feb, 11.—Elijah and the Prophets of Baal--.---- 1 Kings 18: 19-29 

7, Feb. 18.—Elijah and his Sacrifice_..------..-----1 Kings 18: 36-46 

8% Feb. 25.—Elijah at Horeb_.....------------------- 1 Kings 19 : 8-18 

® Mar. 4.—The Story of Naboth....---------------- 1 Kings 21: 4-14 
20. Mar. 11.—Elijah Translated. .......---------------- 2 Kings 2: 1-12 
11. Mar. 18.—The Spirit on Elisha_...---------------- 2 Kings 2: 13-25 
12. Mar. 25.—Review; or, a Lesson selected by the School. 





LESSON 4, SUNDAY, JANUARY 28, 1877. 


Title: ELIJAH THE TISHBITE. 


GOLDEN TEXT: In FAMINE HE SHALL REDEEM 
THEE FROM DEATH.—Jobd 5: 20. 


Topic : MESSAGES FROM GOD. 
HOME READINGS. 


Monday, January 22: 1 Kings 17: 1-16. Messages from God. 
Tuesday, January 23: Dent. 11: 13-17. _ Disobedience and 
drought. . ee 
Wednesday, January 24: Matt. 6: 24-34 God's care of his 
servants. 
Thursday, January 25: Isa 43: 14-21. Beasts doing God’s will. 
Friday, January 26: Mark 12: 41-44. The widow's offering 
Saturday, January 27: Matt. 15: 21-28 Great is thy faith. 
Sunday, January 28: Prov. 3. 1-10. The road to plenty 


LESSON TEXT. 
{1 Kings 17: 1-16.] 


1. And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, 
said unto Ahab, As the Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I 
stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to 
my word 

2 And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, 

3. Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by 
the brook Cherith, that 1s before Jordan. 

4 And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I 
have commanded the ravens to feed thee there. 

5 So he went and did according unto the word of the Lord ; for 
he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. 

6 And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, 
and bread and flesh in the evening ; and he drank of the brook. 

7. And it came to pass after a while, that the brook dried up, be- 
cause there had been no rain in the land. 

8 And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, 

9 Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and 
dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to 
sustain thee 

10. So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to 
the gate of thecity, behold. the widow woman was there gathering 
ot sticks. and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I. pray thee, a 
little water in a vessel that I may drink. 

11 And as she was going to fetch rt, he called to her, and said, 
Bring me, I pray thee. a morsel of bread in thine hana. 

12 And she said, As the Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake 
but a handful of meal in a barrel. and a little oil in a cruise: and, 
behold [ am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for 
me and my son that we may eat it, and die. 

18 And Elijah said unto her. Fear not: go and do as thou hast 
saul but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring z¢ unto me, 
and after make for thee and for thy son. 

14. For thus saith the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal 
shali not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that 
the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth. 

15 And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah : and 
she and he, and her house, did eat many days. 

16 And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of 
oil tail according to the word of the Lord, which he spake by Eli- 
jah. 


BIBLE LIGHTS 


1 Kings 17:1, Elijah.——This (Jobn the Baptist] is Elias, 
which was for to come. Matt. 11; 14——Some say that thon art 
John the Baptist; some, Elias; and others, Jeremias; or one of 
the prophets. Matt. 16: 14——Some of them that stood there, 
when they heard that, said, This man calleth for Elias. The rest 
sail, Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save him Matt. 

7 47, 49.——He shall go before him in the spirit and power of 
E} = Luke 1: 17.—~And, behold. there talked with him two 
men which were Moses and Elias. Luke 9: 30. 

As the Lord liveth.—aAnd Micaiah said, As the Lord liveth. 

1 Kings 22: 14——~And Elisha said, As the Lord of hosts liveth, 


before whom | stand. 2 Kings 3: 14.——As I live, saith the Lord. 
Isa 49:18 


Before whom I stand.——At that time the Lord separated 
the tribe of Levi, to bear the ark of the covenant ot the Lord, to 
e‘and before the Lord, to minister unto him. Dent. 10: 8—— 
Thus saith the Lord, If thou return, then will I bring thee again, 
and thou shalt stand before me. Jer. 15: 19——I am Gabriel, that 








stand in the ; resence of God. Luke 1: 19-———Watch ye therefore, 
and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all 
these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of 
man. Luke 21 : 36——God, whose | am, and whom I serve. 
Acts 27: 23. 

Dew nor rain.—ln the days of Elias. . 
Luke 4: 25. Elias . . 
prayed earnestly that it might not rain; and it rained not on the 
earth by the space of three years and six months 

Vv. 3. Hide thyself. Behold, thou shalt see in that day, 
when thoushalt go into an inner chamber to hide thyself. 
22 : 25. 
Psa, 31 - 20. . consulted against thy hidden ones. 
Psa. 83: 3 They wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in 
dens and caves of the earth. Heb. 11: 38 
V.4. LT have commanded. Behold, I have commanded a 
widow woman there to sustain thee. 1 Kings 17: 9. 
and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast. 








shut up three years and six months, 


James 5: 17 








Thou shalt hide them in the secret of thy presence. 


They have . . 














Psa. 33: 9. 





came to a land inhabited. Ex. 16: 385.——But God clave an hollow 
place that was in the jaw, and there came water thereout. Judg. 
15: 19. The young lions do lack and suffer hunger: but they 
that seek the Lord shall not wantany good thing. Psa. 34: 10. 
Bread shall be given him, his water shall besure. Isa. 33: 16—— 
Therefore take no thonght, saying, What shall we eat? or, What 
shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? .. . for 
your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 
Matt. 6: 31, 32. 


v. 9. Get thee to Zarephath. But unto none of them 
{the widows of Israel] was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of 
Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow. Luke 4: 26. 


v.10. Fetch me alittle water. And the servant ran 
to meet her, and said, Let me, I pray thee, drink a little water of 
thy pitcher. Gen. 24: 17. There cometh a woman of Samaria 
to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink. John 4: 7. 


v.11. A morsel of bread.——And I will fetch a morsel of 
bread, and comfort ye your hearts ; after that ye shall pass on. Gen. 
18: 5. 

V.12. T have but an handful.— And his disciples say 
unto him, Whence should we have so much bread in the wilderness 
as to fill so great a multitude? And Jesus saith unto them, How 
many loaves have ye? And they said, Seven, and a few little 
fishes. Matt. 15: 33, 34. 

That we may eat it, and die.——And she went, and sat her 
down over against him a good way off as it were a bowshot: for 
she said, Let me not see the death of the child. And she sat over 
against him, and lifted up her voice, and wept. Gen. 21. 16. 


v.13. Fear not. And Moses said unto the people. Fear 
ye not, stand still. and see the salvation of the Lord. which he will 
show you to-day. Ex. 14° 13——-Fear not; for they that be with 
us are more than they that be with them. 2 Kings 6: 16. Fear 
not, nor be dismayed ; to-morrow go out against them ; for the Lord 
will be with you. 2 Chron 20: 17. Fear not ye: for I know 
that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. Matt. 28: 5. 


Vv. 14. The barrel of meal shall not waste.——And 
there came a man trom Baal-Shahsha, and brought the man of God 
bread of the first-fruits, twenty loaves of barley, and full ears of 
corn in the husk thereof. And he said, Give unto the peopie, that 
they may eat. And his servitor said, What. should I set this before 
an hundred men? He said again, Give the people that they may 
eat: for thus saith the Lord, They shall eat, and shall leave thereof. 
So he set it before them. and they did eat, and left thereof, accord- 
ing to the word of the Lord. 2 Kings 4: 42-44. And they did 
all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the fragments that 
remained twelve baskets full Matt 14: 20 And they did all 
eat; and were filled: and they took up of the broken meat that 
was left seven baskets tull. Matt. 15: 37. 









































CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR TAYLER LEWIS, LL.D., L.H.D. 


Tishbite (v.1) Tishbite is « Gentile name, denoting the 
town or country of Elyah. He is so called from Tisbe, or 


and that is in the Apochryphal book of Tobit, from which it 
appears to have been 1n Galilee above Aser. The name Elijah 
is compounded of two divine names, and means, Jehovah, my 
God. Flijah and Moses present in some respects a striking 
similarity. They both belong to what may be called the granitic, 
among the mighty formations of Israel. They are both noted 
for their lofty and mysterious communion with God, and their 
solitary communion with their own souls. 

Of the inhabitants of Gilead. The word more properly 
means settlers in Gilead, or colonists 

As the Lord God of Israel liveth. The most solemn Hebrew 
oath, representing God as the stability of nature and the 
world. It is here peculiarly emphatic in its connection with 
a solemn prediction in reference to the natural order of things, 
as when God selects the rainbow, one of the most constant 
phenomena in nature, as a symbol of nature's immutability, 
Gilead was the region east of the Jordan, a mountainous 
country, mentioned in various parts of the Bible, as in Gen. 
31: 21, andin Canticles 4: 1. It is transferred to the whole 





{ mountain track between the river Arnon and Bashan, inhab- 


\ 





1 Kings | 


He spake, 


V.5. Did according unto the word of the Lord.—— 


Thisbe, according to the Greek ; a place only once mentioned, | 


= 





ited by the Gadites, Reubenites, and the half-tribe of Ma 
nasseb. ; 

Brook Cherith (v. 3). The name of iteelf denotes separation 
given, perhaps, as territorial division. It cannot refer to the 
drying up, as some think, because this seems to have been a 


. the heaven was | perennial stream, running in the dryest seasons, and that was 
| the reason why the prophet was commanded to resort tot. 


I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there (v. 4). To 


| command the ravens, is to provide mm the order of nature for 


their doing so. It may be called a particular providence, but 


is not, on that account, necessarily a miracle, which is more 


| properly a counteraction of, or a deflection from, the ordinary 


effects which nature would produce. The Bible does not make 
the same distinction between the natura] and the supernatural 
‘to which our modern philosophy and science are accustomed. 
| In the book of Job the instincts of animals, and all€heir habite 
‘of life, are represented as continually under the control and 
“The hawk flies to the south,” and “ the 


eagle builds its nest on the cliff,’ all through the Divine 


! direction of God. 


Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. John |: a 
15: 14. wisdom. 
‘ | And the ravens brought him flesh and bread in the morning 
VG The cavers Heeugns Sim sly mpatceeshgesiesg |and in the evening (v.6). In doing this the birds only fol- 
And the children of Israel did eat manna forty years, until they | 


| lowed their ravenous and scattering habits. It is somewhat 
‘ singular that in the Bible the raven, or more especially the 
young raven, is represented-as a peculiar object of God's care, 
as in Job 88:44: ‘“ Who giveth the raven his food when its 
young ones cry unto him for lack of meat,” Our Saviour 
uses the same image, Luke 12: 24, to represent the intensity of 
God's compassion: “He heareth the young ravens when they 
ery;” had it been, “he feedeth the young doves in their nest,” 
it might have sounded prettier to us, and more tender, but the 
Bible deals in no mere sentimentalism. The pathos is aided 
by the idea of the hideousneéss of the bird—so deformed and 
yet so helpless. The Arabians have the same tradition as 
repeatedly expressed by their poets. They give, however, a 
very odd reason for the young raven’s destitution, “It is 
white,” they say, “ when hatched, at which the parent birds 
are so frightened that they abandon it, and then it has no 
other help—poor thing!—btt Allah.” A word from the same 
root, but with a different idea, may be rendered merchants, or, 
more strictly, wandering merchants. This led Kimchi, a noted 
Jewish commentator, to give it that meaning here. Another 
word from the xame root, but with different vowels, may be 
rendered Arabians. Some have thought that that was the 
meaning in this place, and that it refers to a class of ancient 
Bedouins; but besides doing violence to the grammatica! 
structure af the word there is nothing gained by this towards 
avoiding the miraculous, or the special providence. The com 
manding and the whole provision had the same character 
whether applied to ravens, merchants, or Arabians. 

After a while (v. 7). The Hebrew reads literally from th: 
end of days, but it is here used as an idiom simply to denote 
an indefinitely long time. It may perhaps be rendered a: 
length, this brook (which had been deemed perennial) dries up 

Get thee to Zarephath, which belongs to Zadon, and dwell there 
'(v. 9). This was far to the west of the place where the ravens 
| fed him. 
| Behold I have commanded a widow woman to sustain the: 
there. The word “ command” 1s used here justas it 1s to the ra 
vens, only its execution is brought about by the higher human 
and rational ways of the woman and the prophet. 

And behold the woman was there at the gate of the city (v. 10°. 
Everything arranged according to the predetermined prov: 
dence. 

As the Lord thy God liveth (v. 12). The woman 
swears by the same God that Elijah worships. Som: 
would. make it out that she must have been a follower 
of Baal, and simply swears thus by way of accommodation - 
but this is inconsistent with the whole spimt and language of 
the account. 

I am gathering two sticks. The number here does not denot« 
scarcity of fuel, but merely the smallness of the meal by which 
it was provided. The Hebrew word rendered barrel 1 cad 
more strictly denoting a measure of capacity than any partte- 
ular construction. The word rendered cruse more properly 
means dish or plate, but cruse has been consecrated by the 
story, and its touching applications. 

Fear not (v.13). The prophet says this because he war 
about to mention something startling, something really super- 
natural ; the thought of which always brings its dread upon 
us, even when designed in munificence. Such was the fear 
which fell upon the apostles after the miraculous draught o! 
fishes. 

Make me thereof a little cake first, and after make for thee, ani 
Jor thy son, This was not from the selfishness of the prophet. 
but because he wished to give her an evidence before her eyes 
of the reality of the promise made in the next verse; “ The 
| barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of o1! 
| fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the eartb. 
It 1s a prefigurement of our Saviour's greatest miracles, and 1* 
especially to be noted, when we regard Elyah, not only as a 
type of Christ, but also as chosen, along with Moses, to appeas 
in the scene of the Transfiguration. Two things are clear in 
respect to this widow woman. She was a pure worshiper of 
Jehovah or one of that number“ who had never bowed the 


knee to Baal.’ In the second place. she clearly recognises 
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Elijah as the prophet of God, aside from the community of 
 sligious sentiment, as manifested in the common divine appel- | 
‘ation they both used. She was doubtless struck by his | 
unearthly appearance. She had, moreover, heard of him as the 
sreat servant of God, who had threatened Ahab, and whose 

“ie, as divinely preserved, had reached her ears on this 





wostern coast. 

It need only be remarked of the story in general, that 
(xe simplicity of its pathos 1s in most striking contrast | 
vith everything that in modern writing would be called 
«nsationalism. This latter style of writing we detect at once, | 
and it immediately impairs our confidence in the truthfulness 
of the narration, beyond any mere effect which might accom- 


pany our belief in the supernatural. 


PRACTICAL LESSONS. 


BY THE REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B 


The daylight of truth had faded fast. The evening glooim 
«| superstition was followed by the black night of idolatry. 
Thick clouds of wickedness obscured the sky, and nursed the | 
storm of divine anger. Suddenly from the blackness flashed | 
the vivid lightning, and the threatening thunder roared. Eli 
jh the Tishbite stood before Ahab. Nothing is said of his | 
previous history or preparation. It is a sudden revelation | 
both in anger and in mercy. God had not forsaken his people, | 
but in Israel's deepest degradation, sent his prophet with | 
merciful warnings before it was altogether too late. “ Be- | 
hold, therefore, the goodness and severity of God” (Rom. 11: 
22). 

ELUAH’S NAME. 

Jehovah is my God.” Others had chosen Baal. Elijah’s 
character is in his name. Let Elijah’s God be ours. If others 
serve sin, and worship Baal under any form, let us say with 
Joshua, “ As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 


ELUAH’S NATURE. 

(1.) “ He was a man subject to like passions as we are” 
(Jas. 5:17). Great saints have had great temptations. In- 
stances of eminent piety would not be patterns for us if there 
had been no carnal lusts and evil passions to contend against. 
Though we have such passions, we may emulate Elijah’s faith. 
(2.) Ile was @ man of prayer (Jas. 5: 17). He could not have | 
prayed so successfully about the rain unless prayer had been 
his habit. Great deeds need great strength. We must be 
mighty in prayer if we wish to be mighty in doing good. If 
we would pray with effect in great emergencies, we must 
make prayer the habit of our life, and “ continue instant in | 
prayer.” (3.) Elijah stood before God. The queen of Sheba 
said to Solomon, “ Happy are thy servants which stand con- 
tinually before thee.” It isa great privilege thus to be favored | 
by a ruler. But it implies faithful service. We can only 
be said to stand before God when we are anxious to know his 
will, and to do it always, promptly and cheerfully. Many 
people believe there is a God, and at set seasons stand up or 
kneel down to worship him, who do not, as the habit of their 
hourly life, ‘‘stand before God” as servants watching every in- 


timation of his will; as friends or as children, rejoicing in his 
love. 








ELUAH’S BRAVERY. 


He did not fear to gobefore the prosperous and mighty king 
Ahab, and, although alone, reprove him for his sins and 
threaten divine punishment. If we stand before God, we shall 
not fear to stand before kings. Holy fear is the secret of 
rational courage. ‘In the fear of the Lord is strong confi- 


” 


den > 


ELUAH’S TESTIMONY. 


“The Lord God of Israel liveth.” Whatever false gods 
we may choose for ourselves, Jehovah is still our rightful 
lord. Not Baal, but Jehovah, is the God of Israel. Men may 
disown, but cannot dethronehim. And he liveth. ~ He is not 
a dumb idol, nor a notion, nor unreasoning law, nor neces- 
sity, nor aname. He /iveth,-—a personal God, seeing, know- 
ing, acting, in every place. He gives or withholds the rain 
and the harvest. 

Baal was worshiped as the nature-god; but Jehovah 
alone rules. There are some who still worship nature, and see 
merely the action of physical, necessary, and eternal laws. 
God sends the dew and the rain, the sunshine and the shower. 
When he pleases, he can withhold them. Drought and scarcity 
are to remind us of our dependence on him who “gives and 
prepares for our use the kindly fruits of the earth so as in due 
time we may enjoy them.” Miracles are easy forGod Many 
miracles were wrought by Elijah, and some learned men say 
there are too many to be true. But with God nothing is im- 
possible. He who made the universe at first can surely do 
with it whatever he pleases. To rouse attention and convince 
of trath he has often worked in an unusual manner, Miracles 
are not regular and permanent, else they would lose their 
special force. At important periods they have been exhibited 
in profusion. It was so when Moses led the people from 
Egypt and established the Law. It was so when Elijah called 
back the people to the covenant they had broken. It was so 
when Jesus fulfilled the law, and brought in the better cove- 
nant. If we admit that God is the agent, difficulty is not a | 
question. “Is anything too hard for the Lord?” 





| to suffer from the scarcity and dearness of food ; and also was 


| important deliverances to God s people. 


| and even Cherith was as dry as other streams. 
| brook dries up! 


| alone; but ‘the word of the Lord came unto him.” 


ELUAH AT THE BROOK CHERITH. 


(1.) Theservants of God may share in the calamities occasioned 


by the sin of others, but are not jurgotten. Elijah was beginning 


exposed to the anger of Ahab and Jezebel, and perhaps of the 
people. But God cared for him. ‘ The word of the Lord came 
unto him.” God never forgets his children, and though they 


seem to be undistinguished in some general calamity, either a | 


word of special deliverance comes to them, or a word of special | 


| encouragement and comfort. 


(2.) We should believe when we cannot understand. Elijah | 
might wonder why he should be sent into the wilderness, and 
especially he must have marvelled how the promise about the 
The 
birds were God's, and the brook was God's, and the wilderness 
was God's. “So he went and did according to the word of the 
Lord.” So let us obey and trust. When the path of duty is 
clear to our conscience, let us leave our safety with him who 
‘: Trust in the Lord, and 


ravens could be fulfilled. But this was not his business. 


says, “ Fear not, for I am with thee.” 


| do good ; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt 


be fed,” 
(3.) Seasons of retirement and waiting, equally with seasons of 


| active service, should be welcomed when divinely appointed. 


Very often we see that special working 1s preceded by special 

waiting. Moses spent forty years in the wilderness of Hore! 

before his great mission to Pharaoh. John the Baptist, the | 
second Elijah, was in the seclusion of the desert when he began | 
his work. Jesus, after his long seclusion at Nazareth spent 
forty days in the wilderness of Judea before entering on his 
public ministry. Paul spent three years in Arabia before he | 


began his apostolic labors. And so Elijah went into the wil- 


derness, that by meditation and prayer he might be titted for 


the great strugg!e on whichhewas to enter. It is often harder | 
to wait than to work. When God bids, it 1s as true service to 
be silent as to speak, to sit still as to traverse the earth. Let 
us not murmur at any privation or seclusion in any wilder- 
ness, if God sends us there, and so fits us for better serving 
him. 

(4.) All God's creatures serve God's saints. If, as some sup 
pose, the “ ravens” were Arabs, it was quite unlikely that such 
wandering thieves would so care for the prophet as daily to | 
bring him food durimg many months, 


If they did, it was by | 
And so God could equally dis- 
pose the ravens, contrary to their nature, to supply the prophet 
morning and evening with food suitable for him. 


the special direction of God. 


Weare ina | 
universe which (iol pervades, and where all things serve him. 


What seems most unlikely to render help. may become God's 
minister. 


The moat triding events have often effected most 
Krummacher relates 
a case well known to his congregation, of a man fed not by a 


raven, but by a sinying-bird. ile was in great distress, for he | 


was unable to pay a debt exacted from him. He wept, and | 
prayed to God, when a little bird duttered through his cot- 
tage window and perched itself on the empty cupboard. He 
placed it in acage, where it began to sing, and it seemed like 
the tune to a favorite hymn, “ Fear thou not when darkness 
reigns.” There was a knock at the door. Was it the officer ? | 
no, but a servant of the lady who had lost her favorite bird. 
A reward was soon sent him, and it was just the sui he | 
owed. 


(5.) We have better messengers than birds. God commanded | 


the ravens to feed Elijah, but “He shall give his angels | 
charge concerning thee to keep thee in all thy ways.” “ Are 
they not all ministering spirits?” “The angel of the Lord ! 
encampeth round about them that fear him.” 
(6.) The life of faith at Cherith. Elijah was alone, yet not 
alone. He endured as seeing the invisible. He communed 
with his own heart and with God. He had no certainty that 
the diminishing stream would not dry up, or the ravens cease | 
to visit him. He had no store for the morrow. But God had, | 
and the prophet left the key in his hands. He thankfully 
received, day by day, his daily bread, casting all his 
care on God. Let us learn to lean on the hand of Infinite 
Love, and if alone, in the wilderness, and ir famine, trust in 


him who commanded the ravens to feed Elijah, and who is 
able to feed us. 


(7.) The trial of faith. “ After a while the brook dried up.” 
Elijah watched it getting lower and lower. 
in his heart ? 


| 


Did no fear arise 
At length the favored stream flowed no longer, 





And so our | 
The pure gushing stream of parental tender- | 
Father, mother, die, and the home is desolate. Or | 
husband, wife, children, friends, are taken. 


ness. 
Or property is 
lost, health decays, and, worse than all, affection dries up! 
Stall let us trust in God, who watches over us as over Elijah 
“ There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of 
God.” All other brooks may dry quite up, but the fountain 
of life, and the ocean of love—never ! 


ELIJAH AT ZAREPHATH. 


(1.) Faith rewarded. Elijah was without resources. The | 
brook was dried up. It might seem he was left to perish | 
God is 
sure to visit those who trust in him. By faith they, solitary 
and desolate, hear his voice. 


shore. 


‘served when Jericho , fell. 


| resurrection of Lazarus. 


| woman, great 1s thy faith.” 


(2.) Faith again tried. Elijah was now distmetly commanded 


to yo a long journey, either up the Jordan Valley and across 
the high mountains, or to traverse Ahab’s territory to the sea- 


He had to~go on foot, with no streams to slake his 
thirst, with no provisions, dependent on strangers or enemies, 
liable to be seized by Ahab’s officers, who were in search of 
him, and to go to Jezebel’s own country, where her father 
reigned, and there to find support from a widow woman in 
her desolation and poverty. 
to Elijah’s own judgment! 


How contrary this might seem 
But “he arose and went.” So, 
when God commands, let us, without questioning, arise 


| and go. 


(3.) The widow's faith. Picture the scene. The prophet 
weary, footsore, thirsty, faint. The widow gathering a few 
sticks to kindle a fire for making the last cake with the last 
handful of flour and the last drop of oil, that she and her son 
might have their last meal together and die. The thirsty 
stranger begs a drink of water, and then that she would make 
a little cake first for him, promising that the barrel of meal 
and the cruse of oil should not fail. Belonging to a nation 
of idolaters she believed in the God of Israel. ‘As the Lord 
thy God liveth.” She trusted the word of his servant, and 
from her scanty store, only enough to keep herself and her son 
alive a few hours longer, she made a cake for Elijah. Won- 
derful faith ! 

(4.) The poor often give much more than thervch The largest 
gifts of those who keep much for themselves do not equal such 
munificence as this. Very often the poorest amongst us show 


| a venerosity which, if imitated in proportion by the wealthy, 


would fill the world with their praise. The highest honors in 
the kingdom of heaven are equally open to rich and poor 
Christ said that the woman who cast into the treasury two 
mites was a larger contributor than the rich who had given 


| much (Luke 21: 2). 


(5.) Her faith rewarded. The meal and oil were daily eaten, 
yet the store was not lessened. Afterwards her son was 
raised to life. God allows no service rendered to him.to be 
unrewarded. The woman who sheltered the smes was pre- 
The house of Obed-edom was 
blessed because of the ark. The Shunammite who befriended 
Khsha obtained and regained her son, Peter's boat, lent to 
Christ for preaching, received the miraculous draught of fishes. 


| Publius courteously lodged Paul, and his father was cured of 


the fever. The hospitality of Bethany was followed by the 


The alabaster box was broken, but 
the ointment is fragrant throughout the world. A cup of cold 
water, given in the name of Christ, does not lose its reward. 
“Ife that hath pity on the poor, lendeth to the Lord,” who is 
sure to repay with interest. 

(6.) Families are blessed by the faith of one. The widow had 
only one son living with her; but when her meal and ol 


| became a constant store, ‘she and her house” did eat many - 
| days. Her relatives shared her blessing. Ten righteous person 
, would have saved Sodom. ; 


(7.) God is no respecter of persons. There were many widows 
in Israel, but Elijah was sent to a stranger and a heathen. 
This our Lord specially notices in his first sermon at Nazareth 
(Luke 4 : 25). In that same region, he, a greater than Elijah, 
said to the Gentile who pleaded for the dog’s crumbs, “O 
The grace of God is not limited 
to nationalities, sects, or conditions of life. ‘ He hath filled 
the hungry with good things, while the rich he hath sent 


' empty away.” 


(folden Text: “ In famine he shall redeem thee from death.” 
There would be a famine every year but for God. There is 
never left in store more than one year’s supply of corn or 
meal. One failure of harvest throughout the world would be 
universal famine. Look at the stock of food, and then at the 
millions of the world’s inhabitants to be fed during all the 
years to come. ‘‘ What are these amongstso many?” He who 
multiplied the few loaves and fishes on the shore of Galilee, 
and would not let the widow's meal and oil fail, does the same 
for the world every year. There is a special promise for all 
God's children. They “shall not lack any good thing.” 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


As the Lord . . . liveth, before whom I stand (v.1). Elijah 
was just as sure that God’s prophecy by him would be made 
good as he was that God lived, and that he was God's servant. 
An@every man who repeats God's message, or who stands for 
God's commandment, can be equally sure of support and 
success. Every declaration or promise from God's word can 
be repeated with unwavering assurance by each preacher, each 
teacher, each parent, to all to whom that message is applicable. 
We can be as sure of a blessing in doing God’s work, in obeying 
God's law, and in trusting God's Son, as we are that God lives. 
When it looks to a man, or toa boy, as if 1t would be ruinous to 
his interests to be strictly honest, to tell the whole truth, to 
stand unflinchingly for the right, let him neither doubt nor 
fear. Omnipotence is pledged to uphold him. He can boldly 
say, “ As the Lord liveth, whose servant I am, it is safe to do 
right, and I will not swerve from the path of duty.” 

Get thee hence ... and hide (v. 3). It 18 as clearly amans 
duty to keep out of harm's way at the command of God as a4 
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‘take care of us there. 


, of questions upon the verse just read. 








Gy { 


is for him to brave all peril when he isso directed. And God's 
servants are not always to keep themselves in sight of every 
body. A parent's tact and judgment are as often shown in 
avoiding an unpleasant issue with a child as in being firm to 
enforce a command which is fairly in question. No teacher 
can manage a class, who does not know enough to keep out of 
a fruitless discussion with his scholars. A good soldier ought 


to be as prompt to obey the order to “cover,” under a sharp 


fire, as to advance at the command, “ Forward.” 

I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there (y. 4). God 

He sends the 
And agam he commands 

When we are told to go into 

the desert, or into the city, or on to the sea, in the line of 


is never at a loss for servants to do his bidding. 
angels to minister to his children. 
the birds of the air to feed them. 


duty, we need have no fear that God will not find a way to 
Help may come by unexpected hands ; 
but it willcome. A young Christian worker wants to start a 
prayer meeting or a Sunday-school ina hard neighborhood. 
To his sur 
prise the keeper of a low grog-shop offers him a convenient 


ITe doesn’t see how a place for it can be found. 
room just over his den. Again, it is the old story of the good 
woman's prayer for bread answered by the scoffing boys, who, 
listening outside, threw a loaf down her chimney—just for 
sport. “ The Lord sent it, if the devil brought it.” 


And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, Arise (v. 8). 


With each new emergency Elijah had new directions. God is 
as ready to speak the second time as the first. He knows 


where he wants his children; and they are never more ready 
to be guided by him than he is to guide them. They must 
They need not fear 


that no other place is provided for them when there is a 


not expect to be always in one place. 


If a minister’s work 
seems done in one parish; if the employment a young believer 
has had in one kind of business is no longer open to him; if 


failure in that where they now stand. 


the sphere of Christian usefulness in which a good woman has 
served God seems contracting unduly,—let the trustful disciple 
have no fear, but keep an open ear for the word of the Lord, 
saying, “ Arise, get thee to Zarephath.” 

. @ little cake first (v.13). That 
faith which is not just as ready to trust God when the meal 
barrel is empty as when it is full is no faith worth having. 
To the true-hearted believer, God's word that he shall have 
a breakfast gives stronger assurance than the sight of a full 
table. What if the times are hard? What if father and 
inother are dead? What if our work has as yet no reward? 
What if our prayers are still unanswered ? 


Fear not . . . make me. . 


If we can point 
to a plain promise of blessing, we have no right to doubt its 
fulfillment. Faith must come first—before the rewards of 
faith. It is when we have nothing but God's word to depend 
on that our faith in God ought to be strongest. Yet there are 
« great many Christians who would gladly give God a handful 
of meal after he had filled the barrel, who would hesitate to 
give him the last handful, on his promise to fill the barrel 
when empty. 

Neither did the cruse of oil fail (v. 16). Not the meal alone, 
but the oil, was in rich supply to the poor woman who took 
God at his word. They live well whom God feeds. The best 
eared for persons on the face of the earth to-day are those who 
trust God at all times, and whose only capital is his promises. 
Their daily supply is both surer and more satisfying than that 
of the man who depends on his bank account or his business 
receipts. The man who seeks wealth never has enough. He 
feeds on dry meal. The man who goes straight on in God's 
service, trusting God to support him, has contentment with 
godliness, which 1s great gain. He has a cruse full of oil, as 
well as a full barrel of meal. 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


The lesson for to-day is one that may. well be read with the 
primary class, the class repeating after the leader sentence by 
sentence, It is an exercise which is sure to interest those who 
cannot read for themselves. Read a few verses at a time, 
divide them as briefly as the sense permits, and have intervals 
This story is one of 
the wonderful narratives which an inspired pen has made so 
plain that you cannot simplify or improve its adaptation, even 
to little children. So it makes a lesson particularly suitable 
to be read. 

Question upon past lessons, to show their connection with 
this one. In what way had the kings of Israel been going on 
ever since the kingdom was divided? Who was the last of all 
the seven wicked kings we studied about? What did Ahab 
do that was worse than all the wicked kings before him had 


done? Who was Ahab’s wife? Whom did Ahab provoke to 
anger? Yet Ahab went on worse and worse from year to 
year. One day a prophet of God stood before the king. This 


prophet was called Elijah the Tishbite, because he came from 
a little place called Tisbe. He had always lived in a rocky 
country ; and he wore clothes made of skins, a rough mantle— 
or cape, perhaps—of sheepskin with the wool upon it. The first 
tume that we hear of Elijah is when he stood before Ahab and 
spoke some dreadful words to him. We will read together the 
strange story of our lesson to-day. Read verse 1. Why were 





these words dreadful? Suppose it did not rain for months, for 
years; would there be anything to eat? In that country it 
often does not rain for months; but the dew is so heavy it 
waters the ground and keeps the fields green and fresh. What 
did Elijah say about dew and rain? He said, “ According to my 
word. Can a man make it rain, or keep it from raining? 
Elijah was a man, and a prophet of God. 

Remember those words of Elijah, for we shall see in many 
lessons how God heard and honored the words of his prophet. 
Would not Ahab want to kill the man if his word could make 
a famine? Since he worshiped Baal, and had built temples to 
his idols, would he not hate and want to destroy the prophets 
of the Lord? Does God take care of his servants ? 
tell of any time when he saved them? 
Peter from King Herod’s prison ? 
when God wills to save ? 
Ahab’s anger. 


Can you 
How did he deliver 
Can a wicked king destroy 
God knew how to save Elijah from 


Read together verses 2, 3. 
Why bya brook? Among the rocks in a lonely 
part of the country were some little streams of water not yet 
dried up. God chose the very place where his servant would 
be safe in the days of famine. Did Elijah say, “O Lord, I 
shall starve there alone”? No, for God told him how he 
would provide for him. Read verses 4, 6. Did Elijah obey ? 
Where did he go? What is the meaning of dwelt? For six 
months (half a year) Elijah lived alone, sleeping on the ground 
in the shadow of the rocks, and waking in the: morning to be 
fed by birds that God made to be his servants. 


Far off from Samaria, Elijah was 
to hide. 


Now the teacher must not plant seeds of doubt by trying. 
after the manner of a few commentators, to explain away this 
miraculous provision, no stranger than the manna and quails | 
in the desert, the cake on the coals for Elijah, and many simi- | 


lar miracles. The simplest and least difficult explanation is to 
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believe the plain statement. Elijah could not have been safe 
and unknown for six months if human hands had brought his || 
daily supplies. Teach the Bible as it is, and do not cover its 
truth with imaginative theories. Show a picture of a raven, if 
you have it, (and by a little ingenuity you can make one by 
cutting one out of black paper and pasting it on a piece of 
white paper,) tell of its habits,—how it lives in desolate places 
among rocks and crags, a hungry kind of bird, ready to devour 
everything it can find to eat. Why didn’t the ravens eat all 
the bread and meat themselves? The raven 1s acruel bird, that 
pushes its own little ones out of the nest, and of which Job 
asks, ‘‘ Who provideth for the raven its food? when his young 
ones cry unto God, they wander for lack of meat.” David 
had been in mountains and caves when he fled from cruel men, 
and he answers Job's question, for he had seen the loving care | 


of God, when he says, ‘ He giveth to the beast his food, and to 
the young ravens when they cry.” Twice every day for six 
months the ravens brought bread and meat, never losing their 
way, never eating it themselves, never leaving it on the high 
clefts of rocks out of sight or reach, but bringing it to the | 
lonely prophet at the brook-side. Why were the ravens so | 
kind and constant? God told Elijah why—‘ I have com- | 
manded the ravens to feed thee there.” 
ravens obeyed. 


God commanded— | 


Can you learn anything from the example of those birds? 
What did Elijah drink? Giod commanded 
again ; whom, this time? Where was Elijah to go? Zarephath | 
was a long way across the country, on the shore of the great 


Read verses 7-9. 


sea. It must have seemed strange also to be sent there, when 
God had told him to hide from angry Ahab. The king of all 
that country, a cruel, heathen king, was the father of Jezebel, | 
Ahab’s wicked wife. But God commanded and Elijah went. 
Let us see whom he met at the gate of the city. 
10-14. Question upon these. 


Read verses 
Whom did he meet? What is | 
the meaning of widow? What was she doing? What did he 
first ask for? Did she start to get it? What else did he ask | 
for? Did she have a morsel of bread? What had she in her 
house? Did she believe Elijah when he said “ Fear not”? 
Had she before this loved the God of Israel, who said, ‘‘ The 
barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil | 
fail’? We cannot certainly know, but she surely knew of 
God when she first answered Elijah. She obeyed and was 
blessed, for God will always take care of those who trust in | 
him. Have the golden text recited. Was that true of the | 
lonely widow with her one son? For nearly three years the | 
prophet lived with the widow, and there was food for all | 
three. 


! 





Read verses 15, 16. 
The Lord provided for the one whom Elijah met by the city 


| party every few miles. 
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story-lesson—how God cares for his own. You can keep it in 
your mind by four easy words. Write on the board, 





THE LORD WILL PROVIDE. 





This blessed truth is taught to you every time you sit down 
at your table, by every garment you wear, every joy you have. 
You could not have these if the Lord did not provide. Yet 
we so forget him that he has kept for us through all these ages 
the story of Elijah and the ravens, the widow and her son. 

On the wall in the study of a pastor who is often called 
“ the children’s preacher,” hangs a picture-lesson. There are 
little birds in gay colors, flowers wreathed through large plain 
letters, honey-bees hovering over the flowers, butterflies 
with brilliant wings, sheaves of golden grain, cornucopias 
pouring out flowers and grain, fruits of every kind, rich 
and ripe. One who sees the picture every day wrote to 
the one who made it: “My dear little preacher, we love 
the sermons your patient fingers have wrought out for us.” 
Can you tell what text the birds and bees, the fruits and 
grain, are preaching about every day? If you will think, you 
will understand how they all show the meaning of these very 
words,—The Lord will provide-—which made the pastor's 
picture wrought in flowers. 

Will you learn that same lesson and keep those words in 
your heart? They will make your whole life happier, and 
keep away many thoughts of care and sorrow. If time allows, 
the teacher might use still further the golden text, in the story 
of the dead boy, how Elijah took him in his arms, carried hin 
to his upper room, laid him on his own bed. Tell how Elijah 


| first prayed, then laid himself upon the boy and prayed again. 


Tell how “ God heard the voice of Elijah. and the prophet 
carried the boy back alive and put him again in his mother’s 
arms. 

Was not the golden text true of the widow’s son, “ in famine 
he shall redeem thee from death” ? 





ELIJAH’S HOME IN GILEAD. 
BY HENRY C. FISH, D.b. 
No part of my journey in the Holy Land was of greater 
interest than that of some two weeks spent in Elijah’s home 


and its vicinity, on the east of the Jordan. Few travelers 
visit this region on account of the difficulties and dangers of 


_so doing. The Bedouins, who pitch their tents by the few 
| wells and streams of water, are masters of the situation, and 


demand heavy payment for permission to go through the land. 
When you have arranged with one clan, and secured the pro 
tection of the sheik, you soon fall into the power of another, 
and as there is “blood between them,” they are jealous of 
each other, and you have to make new terms with a new 
In this way we were compelled to 


| pay out some $500 in gold to get safely through the country, 


and then several times we came near having our heads taken 


| off. Gilead, or Galeed (Gen. 31: 47, 48), was somewhat in- 
| definitely applied to the mountainous region stretching along 


up the east of Jordan from the Dead Sea to the Sea of Galilee. 
The land is now wholly uninhabited, except by the roving 
Bedouins, and here and there a few half-naked and barbarous 
people, clustering in their mud huts, or dwelling in the tombs 
gaping on all the hill-sides, or living in the ancient stone 
houses, some of which may have been built by “the sons of 
Anak, which came of the giants,” who were driven out by the 
invading Jews. Deserted villages of fifty, an hundred, three, 
or five hundred houses are met with, whose doors, windows, 
and even roofs, are still in place, though perhaps once occupied 
by the “ Rephaim” of the Old Testament. They are, as Ritter 
says, “the eternal witnesses of the conquest of Bashan by 
Jehovah.” The ‘oaks of Bashan” of a large size are very 
few, though a sort of scrub oak renders green many of the 
mountains of Gilead. The “bulls of Bashan” rarely lead out 
the flocks in the valleys, which once were fruitful and cheery 
from the presence of men and bleating herds. The soil is rich, 
and I often rode on horseback through wild grasses and weeds 
and blooming flowers, which brushed my feet as I passed, 
But, as Joel says, “the field is wasted, and the mirth of the 
land is gone.” 

Though Elijah was a “ Gileadite,” the exact locality of his 
home at ‘Tisbeh” (1 Kings 17: 1) cannot be ascertained, as 
the latter place is not identified. It is an interesting fact that 


| when he was to be translated to heaven (B. ©. 896) he re- 





gate picking up a few sticks, thinking of her bitter lot, how crossed the Jordan into the mountains of Gilead, and, per- 
she would go back to her poor home, make her last fire, bake haps, from his boyhood home, went up to glory in a fiery 
her last cake on the flat stones on her desolate hearth ; think- | chariot, without tasting death (1 Kings, chaps. 17-19). Some- 
ing of how she and her child would eat together the last poor | where here, also, Laban overtook Jacob, when he had “ set 
mouthful, and that they then would lie down and die of star- | his face toward the mount Gilead,” and they made a covenant, 
vation. Did they? Why not? Because God's word is sure ; | raising a “ heap of stones,’ and calling it “ Galeed,” that is, 
and so the poor widow was rich, for God's blessing rested on la “heap,” or “rugged,” which is the meaning of the word 
her every day. Gilead ; Galeed being a play upon the word. 

What was King Ahab doing all this time? What was taking Of old, “half Gilead” took in part of Bashan, on the north of 
place in the kingdom of Samaria? No rain, no dew, no corn, | the brook Jabbok (Josh. 12: 2). That stream still divides 


no grain ; the cattle were lowing for food, for water; little | Gilead into Jebel Ajlun (north) and Jebel Jilad(south).- Perea 
children were crying for bread. You who have never known | is a name often applied to the country. The eapital of the 
what it is to be really hungry can hardly understand what | whole region is es-Salt, the site of the ancient Ramoth-Gilead. 
famine means. But you can understand the meaning of this! It is a village of low mud houses, stuck against each other like 
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swallows’ nests, on the mountain-side, all of whose occupants | was the sun, as Astarte was the moon; in a fuller sense, he 


(some 2,000) swarmed out upon the flat roofs to see the stran 
gers, as we rode up and pitched our tents for the night. 
’ 


| was the lord of heaven who gave the sunlight, and broke the 
clouds that the fertilizing rain might fall on the earth. 
the drought so predicted, and the withholding of the rain, ‘but 


Thus 


The average elevation of the Gilead range is about 2,500 | according to my word,” was a direct denial of the false god’s 


er rite of the Jordan Valley of about a thousand feet. 
On the extreme north and south there are no trees ; and even 
in the centre, where there is herbage, the prickly oak and | 
terebinth are not seen, except on a near approach. Then you 
come upon rich table lands on what appeared naked and bleak 
summits, and the eye is greeted with scenery which is pictu- 
resque, and sometimes even grand. | 
It is often remarked that the physical peculiarities of a 
country have much to do in shaping the character of its inhabi- 
tants, Of this we have an example in the wild and wayward 
Jephthah of Mizpeh in Gilead, and in the simple garb, abrupt 
bearings, bold and active habits, and rapid movements of 
Elijah the Gileadite. | 


| 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 
; , a eS 


The literature of the Reformation contains no record of per- | 
sonal history more wonderful than the escape of John Craig | 
from a Roman prison, and his preservation till safely back in | 
his native land. Craig was a holy man, a Scotchman, and a | 
friend and helper (later in life) of the great John Knox. Dur- 
ing the riot and general prison-breaking at the time of the 
death of Pope Leo he found his way out of Rome, where he | 
was under sentence to be burned at the stake, and fled toward | 
the Austrian frontier. He was overtaken, but the captain of 
the guard who re-arrested him proved to be a soldier whose | 
life he had saved by tender nursing seven years before, and | 
out of gratitude he let him go. After several days’ journey- | 
ing Craig found himself without food and without money. 
He stopped at the extrance of a forest, and laid himself down 
to rest, and revive his faith and courage by prayer. Presently 
steps were heard in the leaves, and a dog, with something in 
his mouth, came trotting toward him. The animal seemed 
pleased to see him, and approached, wagging his tail, and | 
dropped it directly before him. It was a purse of silver coins. | 
The good man at first was afraid some enemy had contrived 
a trick to entrap him. 
gift so singularly sent. But on reflection it seemed to him 
that Providence had designed the money for his need, and he 
thankfully accepted it. By its aid he was soon able to supply 
himself with food, and before the purse was empty he had 
reached Vienna, where he could communicate with friends and 
procure safe passage to England. 





He hesitated about appropriating a 





Paul Gerhardt, the noble German preacher and Christian 
poet, was driven from his pulpit by the Elector of Branden- 
burg, and forced to leave the principality, where he had long | 
found a living and a home. 


One night, during his weary 
journey through the forests, going he knew not where, he | 
stopped with his wife and children at a little inn, and, after 
supper, went out alone under the stars to talk of his sorrows | 
with his Lord. Words of comfort came to him, and he wova 
them into one of his sweetest and best known hymns. 


At cost of all I have, 

At cost of life and limb, 

I cling to God, who yet shall save; 
I will not turn from him 


The world may fail and flee ; 

Thou standest fast forever. 

Nor fire, or sword, or plague from thee 
My trusting soul shall sever. 


No hunger, and no thirst, 

No poverty or pain, 

Let mighty princes do their worst, 
Shall fright me back again. 

That night he was roused from sleep by a message from a 
stranger, who insisted on seeing him immediately. The man 
was a messenger from. Duke Christian of Meresburg, who had 
heard of Gerhardt’s trouble, and sent to invite him to his 
dominions, and offer him “church, people, house, home, and 
livelihood.” 








ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


1 Kings 17:1. Elijah the Tishbite. He bursts suddenly 
pee our view. His origin, his education, his commission, all 
abide in darkness, this only we know. Elijah the Tishbite. He 


comes up with spectral grandeur: with the majesty and au- 


| Sidon towards Tyre. 





gee of a being of another world. His first standing forth 
1s in the presence of a king, proclaiming in that presence a | 
three years’ famine throughout the land. 


He then passes 
away, to be hidden for a season.—Shepard. 


We are left to form our opinion of him from his worke—in 
the choice made of him by the Almighty, in the mission on 
which he was sent, in the fidelity with which he wrought out | 
the noble volume of his saintly life, and in the manner in 
which he established his prophetical reputation.— Brown. 


As the Lord God of Israel liveth. This solemn formula. here 
first used, was well adapted to impress the king with the sa- 
cred character of the messenger, and the certain truth of his 
message. We shall find Elisha adopting the phrase with very 
slight modifications (2 Kings 3: 14; 5: 16).—Speaker'’s Comm. 

There shall not be dew nor rain. Baal-worship was, in its | 
origin, a deifying of the powers of nature; in one sense, Baal | 


The mountains, however, appear much higher, owing to | power; and the challenge to him “ to answer by tire” from 
| heaven was one which assailed his very existence — McCall, 


V.3. Get thee hence, and hide thyself. A hard word for an 


heroic man like Elijah, who has threatened the king and the 
whole people, and must now flee and expose himself to scorn 
| and contempt. 


Going away often requires more self-denial 


than remaining. For the testimony to the truth, the command 


at one time is, remain and fear not (Acts 18: 9-11), at another, 


go trom that city, ete. (Matt. 10: 14, 23)—Béhr. 


V.4. Ihave commanded the ravens to feed thee. It is easy 
tc show that these opinions [that instead of ravens, we should 
read merchants, or Arabians] have no foundation in Scripture 
or in reason. ... Elijah was commanded to hide himself 
there: but how could he hide himself if the inhabitants of the 
city, or encampment, knew of his retreat, as they must have 
done, if his daily subsistence depended upon their bounty ? 
The place of his retreat must have been discovered in a very 


| short time to Ahab, who sought him with great industry in 


Bush. 


Thou shalt drink of the brook. Adam’s ale he had, and meat 
cooked by the angels, likely ; though the rabbins tell us—but 
who told them?—that the ravens pillaged it out of Ahab's 
kitchen.— Trapp. 


V.9. Get thee to Zarephath. After some time the brook 
Cherith dried up, and Elijah received a command from God to 
betake himself to the Sidonian Zarephath, and thus to the land 
of the godless father of the godless Jezebel, where he com- 
manded a widow to provide for him. The fulfillment of this 
command required strong faith, to which the Lord had en- 
couraged him by his miraculous preservation at the brook 
Cherith.— Keil. 


Zarephath. 


every direction. 





Zarephath is distant three hours’ journey from 
It at present consists only of a few 
houses on the top of the mountains, about half a mile from the 
sea; but it is probable that the principal part of the city 
stood below in the space between the hills and the sea, as 
ruins to a considerable extent are still to be seen there.— 
Maundrell. 


V.10. The widow woman. From the fact that she was 
gathering sticks it is evident that the woman was poor and 
forsaken. To test whether she were the person who was to 
provide for him, wearied by his Lagries | in the heat of the 
sun, he begs her first of all for a drink of water. As she 
readily complied with his request he went further, and asked 
for a mouthful of bread, and observes from her reply, in which 
she speaks only of her son, and not of her husband, that she 
was a widow, and also that she knew Jehovah, the God of 
Isracl. Then he was no longer in doubt that she was the per- 
son who was to care for him.—Béhr. 


V.12. As the Lord thy God liveth. It has been concluded 
from these words that the woman was an Israelite, or at any 
rate a worshiper of the true God; but any Phoenician, recog. 
nizing in Elijah's i Smee the garb and manner of a Jeho- 
vistic prophet, might have thus addressed him. Baal-wor- 
shipers would have admitted Jehovah to be a living God. And 
the woman does not say “as the Lord my God liveth, or 


}even “as the Lord God liveth,” but “as Jehovah thy God 


liveth.” — Speake rsa ¢ ‘omm, 


In abarrel. Thecorn which they reserve for daily use, they 
keep in long earthen jars; because, when kept in sacks or bar- 
rels, it is liable to be eaten by worms. . . . It seems to have 
been in one of these earthen jars that the woman of Zarephath 
kept her corn, of which she had only enough left, when the 


prophet Elijah applied to her for a morsel of bread, to make a | 


handful of meal.— Bush. 


Happy was it for this widow, that she was no niggard 
of her last handful. Her barrel and cruse had thereby no bot- 


tom. The mercy of God crowneth our beneficence with abun- 
| dance. Nt getting, but giving, is the right way to wealth — 
Trapp. 


‘ROWTH IN GIVING. 


BY MRS. CHARLES. 
Is thy eruse of comfort failing? 
tise and share it with another, 
And through all the years of famine 
It shall serve thee and thy brother. 
Love divine will fill thy storehouse, 
Or thy handful still renew, 
Scanty fare for one will often 
Make a royal feast for two. 


For the heart grows rich in giving; 
All its wealth is living grain ; 
Seeds which mildew in the garner. 
Scattered, fill with gold the plain. 
Is thy burden hard and heavy ? 
Do thy steps drag wearily > 
Help to bear thy brother's burden, 
God will bear both it and thee 


Numb and wearv on the mountains, 
Wouldst thou slee: amidst the snow ? 

Chafe that frozen ferin beside thee, 
And together both shall glow 

Art thou stricken in life’s battle ? 
Many wounded round thee moan; 

Lavish on their wounds thy balsams, 
And that balm shall heal thine own. 


Is the heart a well left empty ° 
None but God its void can fill: 
Nothing but a ceaseless Fountain 
Can its ceaseless longings still 
Is the heart a living power ? 
Self-entwined, its strength sinks low. 
It can only live in loving 
And by serving love will grow. 


“A LITTLE CAKE.” 
1 Kings 17: 18. 


{A 8ermon for Children, by T. Champness in the Westeyan Sun- 
day-school Magazine.) 





The little cake my text speaks of was made in a time of 
Jamine.. .. 

WHO BAKED THE LITTLE CAKE? 

(1.) A widow. God told Elijah to go to Zarephath, for “I have 
commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee.’ God might 
easily have sent Elijah to Obadiah, who had a hundred other 
prophets hid away, but he chose rather to send his servant 
where he could,teach him and us that little folks may help 
great ones. .. . You may be little and unknown, but there 
is a work for you todo. You helped the minister last Sun- 
day, when you were so quiet and fixed your eyes upon him so 
intently. ‘ What are you doing for the Lord?” was asked a 
little boy. “ Why, I am trying to make baby happy, so she 
won't cry and disturb my sick mother.” 


(2.) A widow who had a hungry child. Yes, she had a little 
boy, who very likely was sitting on the door step, wishing his 
mother would come back and bake the cake, so that he might 
have his breakfast. It must have been very hard work for 
that mother, as she watched her boy's eyes glisten when he 
smelt the cake baking, to think that he must not taste it, but 
that it must be carried outside to that strange man. She had 
to deny herself, and we must learn that we cannot do much 
good if we are not willing to deny ourselves. . . . 


(3.) The little cake was baked by a widow who obeyed the 
Lord. The story tells us that God had commanded the woman 
to feed the pian: Sy We don't know how the command had 
come, most likely in a vision, but the woman knew that the 
Lord meant her to do it. Andso, when she went out of the 
village to gather a few sticks in the wood, the prophet was 
there, and asked her, first for a cup of water, and then to bring 
him a bit of bread as well. Oh, how her heart would ache as 
she thought of the handful of meal! She had only a handful, 
just enough to make a little cake, then hunger and starvation 
for her and the boy ; and even that handful of meal is to be 
eaten by a stranger. But then she had the commandment of 
God, and with it the promise, “The barrel of meal shall not 
waste.” Now what must she do? ... It was her faith that 
helped her to obey. It would be much easier for us all to obey 
if we believed what God says. . . . 


WHO ATE THE LITTLE CAKE? 


(1.) A holy prophet. You have heard of Elijah; he was one 
of the best men that ever lived, and was able to make even 
the wicked king Ahab tremble before him. At that time most 
of the people were idolaters, and would have liked to have 
killed all the faithful; but God did not think there was any 
soil holy enough to make a grave for Elijah, so he took him 
to heaven, as you know, without dying. But while he stayed 
in the world, he must eat and drink. God had therefore bade 
him to go to live in a secret place by the brook Cherith, and 


we are told some birds used to bring him bread and flesh night 
and morning. .. . 


(2.) The little cake was eaten by a man mighty in yer. 
St. James tells us that “ Elias was a man subject to like pas- 





sions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not 
rain : and it raimed not on the earth by the space of three 
years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven 
gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.” The famine 
came in answer to Elijah’s prayer. How came he to pray for 
such asad calamity? I will tell you what I think. e do 








| 
V. 15. She went and did according to the saying of Eli- 
jah. 








not read that the prophet offered this prayer in private. No; 
very likely he came to some grand ceremonial, where the 
| priests of Baal were offering some sacrifice to their filthy idol, 
| and the grand solitary champion for God told them of their 
| sin, and then knelt down aa prayed that it might not rain, 
| and so could say, as we read in the first verse of this chapter, 

to Ahab, “As the Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I 
stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but accord- 
ing tomy word!” 


WHO PAID FOR THE: LITTLE CAKE? 


(1.) God ! so he could a to pay alarge price. That poor 
widow was well paid. She and her son Ar eat Many Pe 
She might have refused to help the prophet, and then she 
would have eaten the little cake, and the meal-tub would 
have been empty, and they must have pined away. Cannot 

ou fancy her making the cake, after she had scraped out the 

arrel, and then taking it to the man of God, and hurrying 
back to look into the meal-tub, and lo! there was still a 
handful of meal, enough for another cake! So day by day 


a? were fed. God gives large interest for money lent to 
ee 


(2.) It was God who paid for the little cake, so there was no 

fear of the pay stopping. Very likely for the first few days . 
the good woman would fear that some time or other she would 
go to the meal-tub and find it empty, but it never was. The 
wee who lived about would wonder to see them so com- 
ortable, and perhaps would ask the little boy how his mother 
did to feed him so well? But all his answer could be: We 
have only a handful, but there is always a handful. It may 
be thet there are some boys and girls here who don’t know 
how they are to be fed this next. winter. .. ; Perhaps you 
may come to the last crust, but while there is a God in 
heaven, and your heart can trust him, there will be a bit to 
eat. ‘‘ Mother,” said a poor lad, “ 1 do believe God hears me 
scrape the flour-barrel, for whenever it is quite empty some- 
body sends us some potatoes. . . . 


Jesus comes to you just as Elijah came to the poor 
widow. You know what the prophet wanted; he wanted 
her all. “Give me all thou hast, and I will give thee all I 
have.” Jesus says something of the same kind, “Give me 
thy heart, give me thy love, and I will give thee mine. Only 
love me with thy powers, and I will love thee now and for- 





ever.” Don’t give your handful of meal to one one but 


Jesus. The world will like to have it, Satan will like to have 
it; but what will they give you in return? You cannot take 
any one else into your heart who has so much right to be 
there, nor can you find any one else who will do so well for 





you as he will 
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WORK AND WORKERS. 


{Information for this department--including early reports of Con- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Associations—will 
be thankfully received.) 

———p— 


NORMAL-CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M.C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Principal 
Cavan, of Knox College. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Brom- 
field Street, every Saturday at 3 p.m. Led by the Rey. H. M. Parsons. 

Hartford, Conn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 3 
vp. M., at Lectaura-room of Center Church. 

New Haven, Conn., meeting of the Sunday School Union on the second 


Monday evening of each month. Normal-class on all other Monday | 


evenings ; all at Center Church Chapel. 


Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday | 


evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 


Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
3p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 


Elmira, N. Y.. Union Normal-class at the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of each month. 


New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4 Pp. m., in the 
Fulton Street Chapel. Primary-class Teachers’ Meeting every Satur- 
day at 2.45 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Lecture-room. Normal-class every 
Friday at 7.45 p. m., in the chapel of the Fourth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church; Conductor, Ralph Wells. 

brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday School Union, the second Monday evening of 
each month, at Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church. 

Philadeiphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening at the Y. M. C. A. Hall, No. 1210 Chestnut Street; also, 
noon every Saturday, at the Tenth Presbyterian Church, corner of 
Tweifth and Walnut Streets. 

Harrisburg, Penn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday 
evening at the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenue. 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting of Infant-class teachers every Saturday, at 
4p. m., at No. 8 North Charles Street. 


Washington, D, C., Sunday School Teachers’ Normal-class every Satur- | 


day, at 6 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 


Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
5. p. M., at the Y. M. ©. A. Rooms. 


Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday 
at noon. Training-class for Christian Workers every Tuesday 
evening, Both in the Y. M. C. A. Chapel, and both conducted by 
c. P. Jacobs. 

&:. Louis, Teachers’ Normal-class and Lesson Study every Thursday 
in the First Presbyterian Church, corner Fourteenth Street and 
Lueas Place, at 8 p. mM. Teachers’ Association (Union) meets for 
Institute work the first Tuesday evening of each month, in Pilgrim 
Congregational Church. 

Alton, IL, Union Normal-class on the second and fourth Wednesday 
evenings of each month, at the First Baptist Church. 

Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Farwell Hall, every 
Saturday at noon. 


Burlington, lowa, Sunday School Normal-class (Union), the first and 
third Wednesday evenings of each month. 

Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, at the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rey. A. T. Pierson. 


Denver, Col., Sunday School Union meets the second Tuesday evening 
of each month. 





CITY MISSIONS. 


—The equipment and the last year’s work of the New 
York City Mission are thus summed up in its annual cir- 
ealar : 


anal cater iatishialiaienbiadlbenc wkines 5 
I a nee wing eectint eae esinenede pilates 30 
REI LE a a ee a a 63,719 
Missionary calls made and received___.....--.--------.__.. 10,739 
SE AE, ART EE 108 
Ribvles and Testaments given ._..._....---._-..--..--______.. 434 
i inka och ethiprateskek nineties diitenetnmsaiepdeneeninsnarivniens 4 
Children led to Sabbath-schools__....-.---.--.----- ie 1,304 
Cailaren led to Day-achoola.__...........-.............-.--....- 224 
Persons induced to join Bible Classea_...---.-.-.---- i 619 
Persons persuaded to attend Churches and Missions eee 6,912 
Temperance Pledges__......_-.- omntepanteegahie dieters riot te capi 120 
techie cite segs Lneesapnd ein tg em inenasnechcibennians ones 4.154 
Persons restored to Church fellowship_...--..-.-.----___ aia 7 


Persons united with Churches_._....-_-_.- pices , 230 


Three organized Mission Churches and 628 communicants. 
F wr Mission Sabbath-schools and 1,500 children. 


26st Prayer-meetings, aggregate attendance... = 89188 
#4. Pranching services, aggregate attendance .........-. == 70,243 
MI wy additional services, Meetings for Friendless Men, Street 
Preaching, Meeting for Friendless Girls, Services in City 
Prisons, Hospitals, etc., aggregate attendance ___ pth La 50.000 
\ +") families and 4,500 persons aided, and $5,178.28 cash dis- 
wibuted, besides clothing, fuel, food, medicine, ete. 
‘Vracts and Papers distributed... ORs 750.000 


—Dr. Barnardo, ofLondon, has become famous for his | 


work among the street boys of his city. A correspondent 


‘of The Christian Banner has this to say of the origin and 


progress of his benevolent undertaking: 


It is ten years since Dr. Barnardo, then a medical student and 
a stranger in London began the good work to which he is devoting 
his hfe. Has connection with a hospital in the east of London had 


brought him into contact with much misery, and shown him some | 


oi the depths of destitution which were around him. He had 
some find of evening meeting for ragged boys, and one night when 
be wa: ahont to close the room. one of the lads begged that he 








none!” “ Where is your father?" “ Hadn't got none!” ‘ Where 
is your mother?” 


communicative, telling his friend how he lived, and in what strange 
places he slept, and that there were ° of boys like 
He beeame guide to the Doctor that very night, to lead 


lots an’ lots” 
himself. 


him to some of the strange resting-places of his fellows,—along | 


Old Clo’ 
Lane, in the east of 


Whitechapel, to the Exchange,” 


London ; 


adjoining Pet- 
the boy 
formed one of the boundaries of the 
building; this he did by inserting toes and fingers in the interstices 
| where the mortar had fallen out; then, by means of a stick, the 


ticoat arrived there, 


clinbed a wall which 


Doctor was helped up, and there, lying on the corrugated iron roof, 
| or rather, in the gutter at its side, were eleven boys, miserably clad 
and fast asleep,—homeless outcasts in the midst of the great sleep 
ing city. Some were very young indeed, their faces pallid and their 
features sharp, in the bright moonlight 


night, between the hours of midnight and early morning, Dr 
Barnardo has gone forth in company with a fellow-helper, or some 
| boy previously rescued from the streets, and searched in the worst 
and most dreaded districts for homeiess children. Recently he 
tried to arrive at an approximation of the number of such in Lon 
don, and found that in the streets of this city every night there are 
no fewer than twenty thousand children under the age of sixteen— 
These 


children find shelter in empty barrels, in barges moored by the 


boys and girls who may be deseribed as Arabs, or destitute 


water side, in the market-places, and many of them. especially in 
| winter, in lodging houses of the most abominable and demoralizing 
| character. In one of these places between thirty and forty boys 
| herded together. 
| Doctor, “a boy could fare well: certainly for sixpence, he could 
| live luxuriously 


“ For a sum of five petice half-penny,” said the 


For example, if a boy earned sixpence he put 


twopence sacredly aside to pay for his bed. With the remaining 


fourpence he could doa great deal. For a penny he could get tea 
or coffee, and a corresponding quantity of bread; with another 
penny he found his dinner, a large cut of thick pudding with a 
stray currant in it 
could again get his tea and bread. Then he had a penny left which 
he spent in luxury. He went to the ‘penny gaff,’ and returned 
| filled with stories of Dick Turpin and Jack Sheppard, and resolved 
to emulate them.’ Some years ago Dr. Barnardo took a small 
house. and soon it was filled with destitute boys; after a time this 
was abandoned tor larger premises, which by various additions and 
alterations, and the purchase of neighboring houses, has attained 
its present dimensions 


TEMPERANCE, 


—A Women’s Christian Total Abstinence Association 
has been formed in Reading, England. 
Christian women who both practice total abstinence and are 
willing to work for its promotion. 

—A Vermont law provides for the indicting of every 
liquor-selling shop, or bar-room, or saloon, or restaurant, 
or anything of the sort, as a public nuisance. That is 
calling things by their right name. 


—Sixteen ‘‘Cocoa Houses” have been opened in Liver- 
pool, England, during the past year, and several others are 
being made ready. These houses are well patronized by 
the workingmen, and their influence over against the dram- 
shops is excellent. 
morning, and for a penny provide a cup of cocoa or coffee 
and a piece of bread for breakfast. 
cooked meat with cocoa or coffee. 


At noon they supply 


—There is certainly a revival of the temperance work in 
England. 
in the Church of England in almost every diocese. Clergy- 
men of the English Church to the number of 11,067 signed 
a memorial to Parhament for the enactment of measures to 
repress intemperance. Among these memorialists are 
eleven bishops, twenty-one deans, with a large array of 
canons, and other ecclesiastical dignitaries. 





In a recent 
talk on this subject, at a parlor conference in New York 
City, the Rev. L. D. Bevan, the newly arrived pastor of 
the “Brick Church,” said, as we learn from The National 
Temperance Advocate: 

I must say that the work which Cardinal Manning is doing just 
now, in regard to the temperance reformation, is one only second 
| to that of Father Mathew’s labors in former days in Ireland. Car- 
| dinal Manning has thrown himself with all the energy of his na 
| ture into the temperance work, and the Roman Catholic population 
are responding quite remarkably to the Cardinal's appeals. Though 
an aged man. he is holding meetings up and down through the 





country, and endeavoring to extend the principles and practice 
| among the large population which recognize him as their head in 
England. I only wish that he would give himself entirely to that 


business and leave all his other duties alone. 


| sort of revival of temperance principles and practices among the 
| English clergy 

rather afraid of the other bishops: and they think that if there is 
a waking up there, it is hgh time also for them to do some- 
thing in the temperance cause. The Rev. Mr. Wilberforce, 
rector of Sonthampton. and son of the famous Rishop of Exeter, 
Dr. Wilberforce, who died as Bishop of Winchester. has really roused 
the whole English Church, through its lencth and breadth, and they 
are showing great interest in this temperance reformation. The 
movement in the Cathohe and English Church has stirred up the 


Nonconjormist bodies, and we have special temperance associat ons | 


“ Hadn't got none!” Dr Barnardo took the | 
boy home with him. gave him some coffee, and then he became | 


Since then, night after 


It is composed of | 


They open for business at five in the | 


It is said that the work has been taken up anew | 


There has also been a | 


The fact is, I suppose, that some of the bishops are | 





| association belonging to the Congregationalists, and we endeavor 
to secure the adhesion of the bréthren connected with the Congre 
gational Union, and to stir up as much as possible attention to the 
great question of temperance A similar movement is taking place 
amongst the Baptists and Methodists, and I think also that special 
societies have been commenced in the Presbyterian body in Eng- 
land ; so that there is not to-day one single section of the Christian 
Church in England that is not roused on the temperance question 
and is not seriously and earnestly engaging in it. 


PERSONAL. 

—The Rev. Dr. Joseph T. Duryea gives the lesson notes 
in The Presbyterian at Work for 1877. 
| —K. A. Burnell, of Illinois, is now making an Evange- 
| listic canvass of Connecticut, under the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Associations of that state. 

—Mrs. P. P. Bliss, who was killed with her husband at 
the Ashtabula disaster, was the writer of a number of very 
sweet hymns in the popular Sunday-school collections. 


—The report that Dr. Vaughan had accepted the new 
bishopric of Truro 1s now denied by the London papers. 
So he will go on with his Greek class at Temple Bar. 


—Major Cole, of Chicago, who has been doing an impor- 
tant evangelistic work in Great Britain for the past two 
years, has returned to this country, and is again at his 
Chicago home. 

—The venerable Dr. Duff was invited by Dean Stanley 
to lecture on Missions in Westminster Abbey on St. 
Andrew's Day, but a previous engagement in Scotland pre- 
vented his accepting the invitation. 

—O/ the personal history of Mr. Bliss, and ot the manner 
in which the news of his death was received at the 





Later in the evening, if he desired supper, he | Tabernacle in Chicago, The Times, of Philadelphia, gives this 


| interesting sketch: 

Philip P. Bliss, the hymn-writer, author of “ Hold the Fort, 
“ The Armor Bearer,” “ Almost Persuaded,” and scores of other 
| popular hymns, was on the train that went down at Ashtabula. 
He could have escaped, but stayed by the car, and was burned to 
death rather than leave his wife and children to perish. Mr Bliss 
was born at Rome, in this state, and was thirty-eight years of age 


His parents were extremely poor. and his education was lmited, 
He studied 
music under George F. Root, and alter teaching 1t for a while in the 
East, went to Chicago in 1864, and entered the employment of 
| Root & Sons, remaining with them down to the great fire. In 1870 
he became the chorister of the First Congregational Church of that 


but he developed high musical talents at an early age’ 


city, and while in that capacity wrote most of bis favorite 
hymns. He had a magnificent voice. superior even to that of San- 
key, and was very popular in Chicago in the bass parts in © Elyah,” 
* Moses in Egypt,” “ The Creation,” and other oratorios. He was 
an unostentatious but earnest Christian, and at the time of bis 
death was on his way to Chicago to take up the work which Mr. 
Moody 1s soon to Jay down in that city. The Chicago papers of 
Monday give interesting accounts of the scenes at Mr. Moody's Sun- 
| day meeting. White the congregation was assembling, the choir sang 
severai of the favorite hymns written by Mr. Bliss. Presently Mr. 
Moody entered, and, as ail eyes were turned to see how this man, 
| twice broken under the weight of affliction since these meetings be- 
gan, would bear himself, and as ail ears were listening for his 
first word in his great sorrow, he stood up in his place, and. with 
maniiest trouble to Keep back the sobs and tears, he repeated those 
words of David “ Know ye not that there is a prince and a great 
| man fallen in Israel ?”’ 





Then, almost unable to speak for weeping, 
he said, ‘‘ Let us lift up our hearts to God im silent prayer” A 
long period of silence followed, broken at length by signs of over- 
powering émotion, in the midst of which the voice of Dr. Chamber- 
lain was heard giving thanks to God for the hope of eternal hfe on 
behalt of this entire household, who had been borne on angels’ 
wings from the place of terror and death up to the bosom of God. 
[The reported death of Mr. Blss’s children with their parents 
proved to have been an error.} Mr. Moody rose and said: “ When 
I heard, last night, that Mr. Bliss and his whole family kad pe: 

ished, at first 1 could not believe it; but a dispatch from a friend, 
who was on the train, took away all hope, and left me face to face 
with death. For the past three months I have seemed to stand be- 
tween the living ana the dead, and now I am to stand in the place 
of the dead. Mr. Whittle and Mr. Bliss were announced to hold 
the four o'clock meeting in the Tabernacle to-day. and now Mr 
Farwell and Mr Jacobs and Mr. Whittle, with other friends, have 
gone to see if they can find his remains, to take them away for bur 





ial. I have been looking over his hymns to see if I could find one 
appropriate to the occasion, but I find that they are all, like 


himself, full of hope and cheer. In all the years I have known 


and worked with him, I have never once seen him cast down Bat 
here is a hymn of his that I thought we might sing. Once after 


the wreck of that steamer at Cleveland, I was speaking of 1! e 
circumstances that the lower lights were out, and the next time we 
met he sang this hymn for me; it is the sixty-fifth in our collect on 
let us sing it now. It begins, “Brghtly beams our Fath: : 
merey :” but still more brightly beams the light along the shore to 
which he has passed. It was in the midst of a ternble storm he 
| passed away. but the lights which he kindled are burning all along 
the shore. He has died young—only about thirty-eight years old — 
but his hymns are sung round the world, Only a little while ago 
we received a copy of these hymns translated into the Chine e 
| language In spite of the mourning, it is sweet to think that this 
| whole family passed away together. There comes a voice to us 
saying: " Be still. and know that I am God,” but we know that 


might stay Dr Barnarde to!d him te go home. “Hadn't got formed. I myself have toe honor of being the secretary of he | ‘our Father doeth ail things well. 
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BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


THE JANUARY MAGAZINES. 


‘some of which are full-page, are excellent. 





“Our Floor of Fire” describes and explains the various vol- | 
canoes of different countries. The illustrations to this article, | 
Greek sculpture | 
is written of in a scholarly way by Earl Shinn, under the 


| title of * Phidias and his Predecessors ;"’ Lady Barker's“ Letters 


{from South Africa,’ and the serial, * Love in Idleness,” are | 


The leading illustrated articles in Scribner’s are, “ Norway 
and the Norsemen,” by Hjalmar H. Boyesen ; “ The English 
Workingman’s Home,” by Charles Barnard; ‘A Winter on 
the Nile,” by General McClellan; “ Liverworts and Ferns, 
ivy Mrs. Herrick; and Clarence Cook’s eighth paper on house 
hold furniture. As usual, the illustrations are good, and are 
sufficiently attractive to draw readers to the several articles 
which they enrich. Professor Boyesen’s article is full of infor- 
mation, compact, and written with care. General McClellan 
writes at some length of the Khedive and his rule, and of the 
government of Egypt generally. It would be difficult to in- 
corporate, within the limits of a magazine paper, more instruc 
tion concerning Egyptian affairs than may be found in this | 
article. Mr. Cook, in his paper, gives timely information re- 
«pecting blue and white china, together with reasonable advice | 
on the furnishing of bedrooms. He would have his readers 
never tolerate such an article on their tables as white china; | 
and stationary wash-basins, registers, gas-lights, and numerous | 


other modern conveniences he would banish from bedrooms | 
forever. ‘ What Our Churches Cost Us,” is an instructive sta- 
tistical showing of the comparative cost of churches and other 
things. 

The Atlantic begins its twentieth year with a number strong 
in contributors and, viewed as a whole, of superior excellence. 
Longfellow, Lowell, Stedman, and H. H. contribute the 
poetry. T. B. Aldrich writes asketch of certain manners and 
customs he observed while on his recent trip abroad, which 1s 
readable, notwithstanding he has to do with ground which has 
‘been worn smooth by the feet of millions of tourists, and 
paved three deep with ‘books of travel.’"’ ‘ The Blackbirds,” | 
4a extravaganza, by Professor Greenough, we fail to appre- | 


ciate; and Mr. G. P. Lathrop's story, “ Left Out,” could easily | 
be spared from the make-up. Bayard Taylor contributes the | 
third and final article on Weimar, and Mr. Howells furnishes 
an appreciative criticism on the recent poems of Aldrich, Mrs. 
Fatt, and the late R. K. Weeks. The article, this month, | 
under the head of Education, discusses the defects of the | 
present system of studying Greek in Harvard; and isone | 
that brings sound sense and contributes valuable sugges- | 
tion to the question of making Greek an elective study | 
in our colleges. ‘“ The Contributors’ Club,” an addition to | 
the departments of the magazine, judged by this first num- 
ber, will certainly prove an attractive feature. It reminds 
one of the days of The Knickerbocker when Lewis Gaylord | 
Clarke used to gather his coterie around the magazine table. | 
The best of the illustrated articles in Harper's is “ Contem- | 
porary Art in England,” by S.G. W. Benjamin. The subject 
is one of interest, and has a certain freshness about it; for 
though much gossip is filtered out by newspaper correspon- 
dents abroad about art and artists, the stay-at-homes can gain 
from them little idea of the influence and importance that | 
artists have come to exercise in English society. The illustra- 
tions are from pictures by Boughton, Holman Hunt, Millais, | 
| 

} 








Elizabeth Thompson, and others who have become famous 
within the last ten years. There have been during the year 
so many articles in some way connected with the early history 
ot the country, that ‘‘ The Good Old Times at Plymouth,” by 
Charles W. Elliott, seems a little late in the seasoa. “ A Cruise 
among the Magdalen Islands” is full of the sea, and is a good 
descriptive sketch. M. D. Conway contributes an article on 
the French composer Félicien David, which is illustrated with 
a portrait. A paper entitled “ Recollections of Thackeray ™ 
(anonymous) is a bric-d-brac in the widest sense; and the 
writer, whoever he may be, shows a genius equal to Jules 
Janin’s in the way of tacking on to a very small peg much 
about himself and everything else except the subject in hand. 
Mr. Curtis writes of Seward's statue, the Diary of John 
Quincy Adams, and the reflections of Mr. Tibson the Delights 
of a Suburban Residence.” 

Ex-Secretary Gideon Welles contributes another of his im- 
portant historical papers in The Galaxy on President Lincoln's 
administration. It includes some interesting recollections of 


| number. 


; to Jerusalem,” 


| work. 


concluded ; and Sidney Lanier contributes an “ Evening Song,” | 
which is an intricate web of words. The editor of Lippincott’s | 
has the happy tact of keeping the magazine distinctively true, 
in every successive issue, to its chosen character. We never | 
turn over iis pages with the expectation of finding anything | 
particularly striking or extraordinary, but rather a finished, 
symmetrical whole. 

Most readers of Appletons Journal will turn first of all to 
Mrs. Shelley’s posthumous story, “The Heir of Mondolfo,” 
which was found among the unpublished papers of Leigh 
It is modeled after the pattern of stories in Mrs. 


Hunt 


| Shelley's day, and haa such touches of the grotesque and weird 


ax one would expect from the author of “ Frankenstein.” 


| Another feature of this periodical is a war story in verse, 


entitled, “‘ Two Women,” which is to be concluded in the next 
“ The Waterfalls of the Northwest ;” the fifth chapter 
of “ Out of London,” and a sketch of the German poet Heine, 


| are among the other articles. 


Of the other magazines our space limits us this month to 
only a brief notice. The Popular Science Monthly contains & 
sketch and portrait of Sir William Thomson; an illustrated 
paper on “The Earlier Forms of Life,” by Professor C. H. 
Hitchcock ; ‘Theories of Primitive Marriage,” by Herbert 
Spencer; “Science in America,” by Professor Draper; and a 
recent address by Professor Maudsley on “ The Medical Pro- 
fession in Modern Thought.’ The Eclectic’s steel portrait is 
of Ex-President Woolsey, of Yale, an excellent likeness and a 
well-finished engraving. Chief among the selections are, ‘‘ The 
Arctic Region and the Eskimo,” from the Quarterly Review ; 
‘Bunsen and his Wife,” from the Contemporary Review ; and 


| ‘The Astronomy of the Future,” from Frazer's. The National 


Repository is the title of the Methodist magazine which ap- 
pears this month in place of The Ladies’ Repository ; and this 
first number of the new series is certainly a great improvement 
The cover is a steel-gray color, and the 
title-page is characterized by simplicity and good taste. The 
contents is made up of original and selected articles. Dr. 
Curry, the editor, contributes the opening paper, ‘‘ From Suez 
which has several illustrations; Dr. Wise 
writes of ‘‘Macanlay’s Mother and Sisters;” and «# sketch of 
Norman Macleod is accompanied by several illustrations from 
The magazine makes a good start, and 
we wish the undertaking every success. Potter’s American 


“a 


on its predecess« yrs. 


the recent Memoir. 


| Monthly has illustrated papers on “General Washington at 


’ 


Trenton and Princeton,’ 
and “ Effigies in Brass and Stone. ’ 


“The Moorish Empire in Spain,” 
Frank Leslie’s Sunday 
It is said to 
be conducted by the Rev. Dr. Deems; but we presume that 
claim is made in a general way; for we hardly think 
that the good Doctor picked out all the contents of 
the January number for Sunday reading. There is enough 
in the magazine, however, for all the days of the week ; 
and with its stories and pictures and poems and sermons, 
and miscellaneous items, original and selected, it will doubt- 
less have a good run of readers. The children’s magazines 
are superlative as usual. St. Nicholas has among its contribu- 
tions, ‘A Letter to a Young Naturalist,” by William Howitt, 
and “The Stars for January,” by Professor Proctor. Wide 
Awake’s pages include several Christmas poems by well-known 
writers, and the first installment of Sophie May’s new serial, 
“ Quinnebasset Girls.’ 


Magazine is a new thing among the monthiies. 





Sermons for the New Life By Horace Bushnell. New 
York: Scribner, Armstrong, & Co.—This, the earliest published 
volume of Dr. Bushnell’s sermons, includes some of his best 
Several of the sermons which first stamped him as an 
original and vigorous thinker, and gave to him a more than 
national reputation, are included in this collection. The mere 
announcement of the theme of one or another of the.e ser- 


gives more of inspiration. than the full volumes of most pub- 





Generals Scott and McClellan in the earlier days of the war. 
Charles W. Elliott furnishes a curious article on ‘‘ Some Old 
Almanacks;” John Burroughs fills eight pages with an essay 
on the cow, under the poetical title of “ Our Rural Divinity . 
Henry James, Jr., gives an entertaining sketch of some of his 
rambles in France; and Richard Grant White contributes a 
third paper “On Reading Shakspeare,” which alone is suffi- 
cient to recommend this number of the magazine. In the line 
of short stories, The Galaxy, as usual, has several, and they 
possess more merit this month than they do ordinarily. 
William Winter, J. W. De Forrest, and Joaquin Miller, are 


among the poets, the last-named addressing his verse “To | 


Walt Whitman,” whom he counsels to “Advance! nor care 
where thy traducers creep!” 

Lippincott's for January is the initial number of the maga- 
sine's nineteenth volume. It opens with an illustrated article 
on Spain, by Edward King, in which one is given a glimpse 
of several types of the Spaniard as he figures in provincial life. 


~~ 


lished sermons. Such, for example, as these: “ Duty not 
measured by ability. ‘ But hesaid unto them, Give ve them to 
eat.’” ‘Then went 
other disciple.’ ” 


‘Take, therefore, the talent from him.’” 


“ Unconscious influence. in also 


disuse, “ Obliga 
tion a privilege. 
house of my pilgrimage.’ ” 
‘IT girded thee, thongh thou hast not known me.’” 


The ser- 


mons of this volume have been most influential in giving germs 
of thought to others. 
men of the South, some years ago, ‘‘ No uninspired book has 
ever prompted and helped me to the writing of more sermons 
than the published volumes of Bushnell’s Sermons. Yet 


Said one of the more prominent clergy- 


| Bushnell himself would never have known that my sermons 


| were prompted by his.” ‘And that is the best compliment 
| that could be paid to my sermons,” said Dr. Bushnell, when 


| this clergyman’s remark was quoted to him.. Again, a New | 


| England clergyman said, ae he laid his hand on these “ Ser- 





| selves among the author's writings. 


mons for the New Life :” “ There is more of help and suggestion 
to a preacher in that volume than in all the other sermons 
that were ever published.” There are many persons who 
have still in store the pleasure of reading these sermons for 
the first time. 





Three Memorial Poems. By James Russell Lowell. Boston: 
James R. Osgood & Co.—Mr. Lowell, unlike Mr. Longfellow 


| and Mr. Whittier, 1s a slow and cautious maker of books; and 


his poems are seldom ushered before the world in the slender 
collections, culled from the magazines, so common at Christmas 
time. This new volume is a small one, but the three poems of 
which it consistsare of kindred nature, and will stand by them- 
All three are national 
and patriotic, in the best sense of the word, and it was proper 
that the anniversary year should not have been permitted to 
depart without their appearance between covers. The first, 
the ode read at Concord a year ago last April, is the most am 
bitious of all, and in its stately march has the needed majesty 
of an ode. The second was read at Cambridge, July 3, 1875, 
under the Washington elm; and the third was designed for 
recitation at Taunton, Mass., last Fourth of July. The Cam 
bridge poem seems to us easily superior to the other two. Th 
eulogy of Washington was hard to write, both because Wash 
ington was very great, and because he has long been submitted 
in the popular mind, to acertain process of canonization. But 
Mr. Lowell's words are worthy of the grandeur of their su’ 
ject; indeed, they illuminate the colossal figure they surround 
The Taunton ode Mr. Lowell was too modest to read, and 
has but lately appeared, as he has not been able to finish it 
his own satisfaction. His readers, however, will be less critica], 
for although it is not greater, it is by no means labored or 
mean, and contains many fine lines. The book is beautifully 
produced. (For sale by Claxton, Remsen, & Ilafielfinger.) 








The Armor Bearer. Edited by the Rev. E. Payson Ham 
mond and W. W. Bentley. New York: Wm. A. Pond & Co. 
This book of revival hymns and music is in three parts. Part I 
comprises 100 pages of songs by various authors, Part II 
gives hymns for children, and Part III. includes favorite 
hymns, with and without music. There are good features in 
the work, and it will doubtless be popular ; but we should like 
it better if we did not find quite a number of hymns which are 
general favorites detached from the sweet music in which they 
won their popularity, and here clothed in strange garb, in some 
instances quite inferior to the original,—e. y., More love to 
Thee, O Christ,” ‘Something for Thee,” “Go, bury thy 
Sorrow,” “Knocking, Knocking,” “Precious Promise God hath 
Given,” “ Jesus Paid it All,” and others. Such substitutions, 
we think, are unwise, and in bad taste. The hymnology has 
evidently not received the careful and intelligent attention 
which ought always to be given to such work; tor while there 
are many good hymns, some are not lyrical, and others are 
only the rhyming of a sort of pious sentimentalism, The me- 
chanical execution of the book is good, with open page and 
clear type. The proof-reader should, however, have noticed 
such an error as appears on page 106, where the signature 
should be four flats, instead of three. Asa whole, this col 
lection will be deemed a good addition to the list of revival 
books which are now in unprecedented demand. Board covers 
$30 per hundred. 


Student Life at Harvard. Boston: Lockwood, Brooks & 
Co.—Of really successful college novels there never were but 
two—' Tom Brown at Oxford” and“ The Adventures of Verdant 
Green.” The last is a work of humor, and of course caricatures 
Oxford life pretty broadly ; so Tom Brown 1s left alone in pos 
session of the serious field. 
score or two in England, and this is the secon | which has es- 
sayed to portray, in the garb of fiction, undergraduate life at 
Harvard. The book is better, in many ways, than that feeble 
and rather ridiculous production, “Fair Harvard,” butit is not 
the ‘“ American college novel,’ by a great deal. The picture 
of Cambridge life, though accurate in spots, is misleading as a 


Of lesser works there have been a 





mons, in connection with its text, shows more of genius, and | 


that | 
“The capacity of religion extirpated by | 


‘Thy statutes have been my songs in the | 
“Every man’s lifea plan of God. | 


whole ; and parents putting their trust in the author’s repre- 
sentations might well think twice before letting their sons, at 
the beginning of Freshman year, “assemble at 8 a.m. in 
Harvard Hall,” as the catalogue directs. We cannot point 
| out the particular defects of the story, but they will be appar- 
The 
alumnus will not be amused by the book, while the average 
novel-feader will declare it insipid. (For sale by Porter & 


'ent to Harvard men and college graduates generally. 


| Coates.) 


The World of Song. Boston: Oliver Ditson & Co.—This is a 
new volume of 248 pages containing popular songs, ballads, 
and duets, with accompaniment for piano or reed organ—one 
of the “Home Musical Library” series. If any publishers 

| have free access to the world of song it should be Ditson & Co., 
who issue more songs than anybody e' «nd so have a larger 
variety from which to make judicious selections. Lovers of 
vocal music will find in “ The World o1 song” things suited to 
' almost every variety of taste from refined and high-toned to 
‘common and comical. It is a good book to have, giving 


| Very great amount of music for comparatively little money — 


, $2.50 to $4.00, according to binding 
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“ Greybeard’s" Sermons. 
Graff. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. 
This volume contains over a hundred short, 
practical lay-sermons, with which the Phila 
delphia public have already become somewhat 
acquainted through the columns of The 
Press, in which paper the essays appeared 
during the last two or three years. These essays 
are thoughtful and religious, are conceived in 
an excellent spirit and expressed in a happy 
atyle. 
scriptural themes, however, no less than when 


A layman who undertakes to handle 


he undertakes to write of physic, or of law, or 
of geology, is in danger of making serious 
mistakes. A certain amount of professional 


knowledge and training is needed in order to 


speak discreetly on any professional subject ; | 


and many of the topics which Mr. Graff here 
dispatches with such nonchalance are truly 
professional, requiring for their proper treat- 


ment a knowledge of dogmatic theology and | 


of the principles of biblical exegesis. For 
instance, he tells us, on page 467, that “God in- 
stituted the Church,” on the day of Pentecost ; 
tliat there may have been religion in the world 
before that, “ but until that hour there was no 
church.” This will be news certainly to most 
of the teachers of theology and church history 


in our theological seminaries. Again, his divis- | 


ion of Bible history into the four eras or ages, 
which he calls the Adamic, the Noachic, (in 
which we still live!) the Messianic, “and the 
Age of the Ages, is certainly rather mystifying. 
The attempt (p. 65) to explain the mystery of 


the Trinity by the analogy of physical light 


will probably be as little satisfying to the theo- 
logian as it is to the scientist. 


symbolic of the three persons in the Godhead. 
In this division, the blue represents the Father, 


the yellow the Son, and the red the Holy | 
Again, in speaking more fully of the | 


Spirit.” 
work of the Holy Spirit, he utters the dictum 


that “it is incongruous to pray to the Holy | 


Spirit, as many ignorantly do.” If so, we 


should never again sing that expressive hymna, | 


“Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly dove,” and the 
various branches of the Christian church, 
Catholic and Protestant, Eastern and Western, 


should purge at once from their liturgies | 


those numerous prayers, which, for eighteen 
centuries, the people of God have been sending 
up to the Holy Ghost, the Comforter. Mr. 
Graff says (p. 215) aman “becomes a Chris- 
tian by compulsion.” 
the phrase, and probably does not mean dif- 
ferently from other people. But the expres- 
sion is unguarded and misleading, and one 


It is true he explains 


which a writer trained to the expression of | 


religious 
There are in the book altogether too many of 
these free-and-easy, off-handed generalizations 
on themes confessedly the most profound that 
the human mind has ever been called upon to 
consider, Mr. Graff is quite at his ease, 
almost jaunty, in the presence of questions 
before which Charles Hodge, Tayler Lewis, or 
Joseph Henry, would reverently pause, 


schools and Homes. Compiled py 0. B. Froth 
(Ninth edition revised.) New York; 
G. P. Putnam's Sons.—Mr, Frothingham 1s a 
He loves children and 
would like to do something for them. He 
tried a Sunday-school, but his theology proved 


ingham. 


too flabby for the average-boy and girl, and the 
school was given up. Still his religious ideas 
are about as well suited to chi/drenas to anybody 
else; so he sends out another edition of his 
compilation of prose, and poetry, and catechisis, 
and creeds, for their benefit. It includes 
selections from a similar ‘“ Manual’ by An 
drew Jackson Davis, from Leigh Hunt's book 
on “The Religion of the Heart,” and from 
other works of this sort 

and idiosyncratic material, 


also much original 

There are delight 
ful things in it. 
excellent. 


Many of its sentiments are 
Indeed, one can say of it, as the 
old woman did of her dictionary : “ There's a 
great deal of good reading in it; but the 
trouble is to get the hang of the story.” It is 
a hook good for almost any other purpose than 
that for which it was designed. 


By John Franklin | 


“The three | 
primary colors into which light is divisible are | 


truth would hardly have used. | 


| edited by Dr. Frederick Hoffman, contains 


ters pertaining to health, and withal 1s a suc- 
A Child's Book on Religion, For Sunday- | cinct pamphlet of useful knowledge, 


| ic Entertainment, 


Torn and Mended 
ln em. 2 
Co.—This is a pleasant little story written in 
| a particularly clear and graceful style. The 
| author has chosen France and Switzerland at 


the period of the Roman Catholic persecution 
of the Huguenots for the scene of the story. | 
Jeanne, around whom the interest centers, be 
longs to the persecuted sect ; and the chief pur- | 
pose in the intricacies of the events, is to por- 
tray the fortitude and loveliness of one 1n | 
misfortune who sees that ‘‘ God's love shineth | 


| through all.’ There is a bit of love-story in- 


terwoven, which is characterized by a simplicity 
widely different from the usual stock-in-trade 
article of the majority of love-stories. 


The King’s Fi rry Boat By John N. Norton, 
| Associate Rector of Christ Church, Louisville, | 
Ky. New York: T. Whittaker, 2 Bible 
House.—Mr. Norton has before published 


some of his sermons to children. He is evi- 


dently a pleasant preacher to the little ones. 


He illustrates freely ; and on this account his 
| sermons would*be prized by many who would 
not accept his denominational views. This 


volume, like its predecessors, contains a large 


number of illustrative anecdotes, many of | 
Its supply in this line would 
| prove helpful to many a superintendent and 
teacher, | 


which are fresh. 


In the Guede to Church Furnishing and | 
| Decoration, issued by A. H. Andrews & Co., | 


of Chicago, there is much valuable information | 
on the subjects of which it treats. Its chapters | 
on “Christian Symbolism,” ‘‘ Ther Achitecture | 
and Furnishing of the Primitive Churches,” 
| and “ The Canon of Taste in Church Architec- 
| ture and Furnishing,” are both readable and 
instructive. While its preparation is a busi- 
ness matter, its contents would prove helpful 
to many a church or Sunday-school com- 
mittee having in hand the building or furnish- 
ing of rooms 

Mark Twain could never write as well and 
as much as he does without keeping more or 
| less scrap-books. Serap-books are essential to 
growth in knowledge, and to facility in making 
| use of what one knows. And since Mark | 
_ Twain uses scrap-books, he has been prompted 





to improve their style and convenience. His 

‘Adhesive Scrap-Book,” published by Slote, | 
Woodman, & Co., 119 William Street, New | 
| York, with its gummed pages and handsome | 


| cloth binding, is neat in appearance and ser- 
viceable in its plan. 

“The Popular Health Almanac,” published 
by E. Steiger, New York, 1s at hand for 1877. 
This little annual, which 1s intended to sup- | 
plant the innumerable quack- medicine alma- | 
It is | 
a publication, like the majority of Mr. Steiger’s 
pamphlets. designed to fill a field unoccupied, 
and to meet an existing want. The Almanac is 


nacs, met with much approval last year. 


several pages of practical information on mat- 


Young Folks’ Reading. For Social and Pub- 
Edited by Lewis B, Mon- 

roe. Boston: Lee & Shepard.—This is the 
| fourth of Mr. Monroe's compilations, and, as 
| the title suggests, is designed more especially 
| for the young, though the older will find it by 
| no means unentertaining. Mostof the selections 
| are well chosen, and a few of the readings have 
been prepared by the authors for this volume 
| particularly. 


The Handy Speaker. By George M. Baker. 
Boston: Lee & Shepard.—In this volume the 
| four paris of Mr. Baker's well-known series | 
j entitled “The Reading Club,” are brought | 
| together in a form suitable for preservation. 





| Those who desire short extracts in prose and 

verse for public declamation or private enter- | 

| tainment, will find in the book a good variety | 
A 





from which to select. 


| 1 } 
| WVick’s Floral Guide” for 1877. Roches- | 


ter, NY. : James Vick.—This Guide for florists | 
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A Christmas Story. By | is always neat and attractive in appearan 
William M, F. Round. Boston: D. Lothrop & 


and the first number for the new year will be 
found quite as good as any former numbers. 
It has, moreover, a new feature in a “ Botani 
cal Glossary" that is alone worth the sub- 
scription price for the year. 


Nelson & Phillips have issued ‘‘ The Metho 


dist Almanac” for 1877. It presents a neat 


typographical appearance, and is replete with 
general religious statistics, facts, notes for the 
housekeeper, and other items of interest, as its 
predecessors have been. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


[All books received will be promptly noticed under 
this head. The interests of our readers will guide 
us in making further notice.] 


Tue Stitt Hour: or, Communion wrtn Gop. By Aus- 
tin Phelps. Sq. l6mo, pp. 136. Cloth, $1.00. 
Boston: D. Lothrop & Co. (For sale by the 
American Baptist Publication Society.) 


Torn anp Menpep. A Christmas Story. By W. M. 
*. Round. Sq. 16mo, pp. 187. Paper, 50 cents. 
Boston: D, Lothrop & Co. (For sale by the Amer- 
ican Baptist Publication Society.) 


CENTENNIAL Temperance Votume. A Memorial of 
the International Temperance Conference, held 
in Philadelphia, June, 1876. 8vo, pp. 900. Cloth, 
5.00, New York: National Temperance Society 
and Publication House. 


Responstve Services. A Compilation. 18mo, pp. 
110, Cloth. Philadelphia: Alexander Kirkpat- 
rick. 

Tue Porutak Heatran ALMANAC, 1877. 16mo, pp. 48. 
Paper. New York: E. Steiger. 

Pamphlets. 

Conservative Progress. A Sermon delivered in the 
Meeting-house of the First Baptist Church, Phila- 
delphia, on Thanksgiving Day, November 30, 
1876. By the pastor, George Dana Boardman, 
Db. D. Published by request 


| 
Catalogue of the Officers and Students of Yale Col- 


lege, 1876-77. New Haven, Conn. 
Fifty Years in City Missions. New York City Mis 
sion, 50 Bible House. 





BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


For THroat Diseases AND CovuGHs.— 
“ Brown's Bronchial Troches,” like all other 
really good things, are frequently imitated, 
and purchasers should be careful to obtain 
the genuine article prepared by John I. 
Brown & Sons. 





IOLDEN THREADS is an enterprising book 
for children, with over 125 beautiful engrav- 
ings ; the cheapest book offered to the pub- 
lic ; fine cloth binding; only $1.00; postage 
25c. The American Tract Society publishes 
it. Send té the Depository, 1512 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. H. N. Thissell, Dis- 
trict Secretary. 

A Her ror Harp Times.—How to get 
more from one’s work or business, and how 
to make the most of the products, is very 


desirable information. A good deal of such | 


information is undoubtedly furnished in the 
valuable American Agriculturist, whose an- 
nouncement will be found in our advertise- 
ment columns under the heading of “ Hard 
Times.” How the saving or extra produc- 
tion of a single small object as an egg a week, 
or one of several other articles, will pay for 
that journal, or our own, 1s well exhibited in 
the announcement referred to. Read it. 











SPECIAL NOTICES. 





A PAIR of shoes will cost you only 5 cents more 
with aSILVER TIP on than without, and it will add 
twice the cost of the shoe to their wearing value. 
Also try Wire Quilted Soles. . 








Wuen you visit the City of New York stop at the 
Grand Union Hotel, opposite Grand Central Depot. 
350 elegant rooms, $1.00, $1.50, and $2.00. Elevator, 
steam, and all improvements. 


are supplied with the best. Prices lower than at any 


other first-class hotel in the city. Baggage delivered | 


to and from the Grand Central Depot free. See that 


the hotel you enter has Grand Union Hotel on the | 


signs. Wm. D. Garrison, Manager 





APER COLLARS, ONLY Se. A BOX. 

Double width Table Linen, 31 to 75c. 
Fine White Wool Flannel, 14, 25, 371% to 50e. 
Ladies’ Warm Hose, 124%, 25 to 50c. ~ 
Children’s Hose, 8, 1244, 25 to T5e. 
Ladies’ Fine Linen Handkerchiefs, 9, 1244 to 25e. 
Men's Fine Linen Handkerchiefs, 1244, 25 to 374e. 
Plush Lined Silk Mixed Warm Gloves, lic.“ 
Pearl Shirt Buttons, 2c. a dozen. 


OWEN EVANS? (erp Sore 
128 North Eighth St., door below Cherry. 


JAPANESE GOODS AT JAPANESE 
HEADQUARTERS, 


50 per cent. less than Centen- 
nial prices. Call and be convinced. 1342 Chestnut. 






i Prices reduced to | 
meet the stringency of the times. The restaurants | 
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PERIODICALS. 








THE NEW YORK WITNESS 


Gentlemen who have had occasion to 
travel extensively through these United 
States say that they meet the WEEKLY 
Wirvess almost everywhere, and in not a 
few neighborhoods it is, they say, almost 
the only paper taken. In some places the 
Datty Wrryess is preferred, and it is 
probably, on the whole, the best value for 
the money, especially for ministers, mer- 
chants, and stock or dairy farmers. It is 
| unnecessary to describe a newspaper so 
widely circulated, or to explain its prin- 
ciples. These, indeed, may be summed up 
in one sentence. The object of the Wir- 
NEss is to promote the best interest of 
the people for time and eternity, and it 
is published at a very low price. 

The New York Dairy Wirness was 
commenced in 1871 as a witness for truth 
and nghteousness as well as a live news- 
paper. In its programme it was pledged 
to occupy in religion the same ground as 
the Evangelical Alliance and the Young 
Men’s Christian Association ; in temper- 
ance as the National Temperance Society ; 
in treatment of the colored race and In- 
| dians as the American Missionary Asso- 

ciation; and in kindness to animals the 
same as Mr. Bergh. It was to be under 
the influence of no party or denomina- 
tion, and to insert nothing immoral or in- 
jurious either in reading matter or adver- 
tisements. In a word, to be a Christian 
newspaper of the most decided stamp. 

These pledges have been kept through- 
out, and its unflinching testimony for the 
right on all questions of the day and ex- 
posure of evils have gained it many friends 
as well as made it many enemies. It aims 
to be athoroughly good family paper, and 
in point of fact it is a great favorite with 
mothers and children on account of its in- 
teresting tales and valuable domestic arti- 
cles and recipes. Its sermons, reviews, 
and extracts render it suitable for minis- 
ters, its first-rate prices current, reports 
of produce and cattle markets, for bank- 
ers, merchants, and farmers, and its full 
supply of news, make it valuable for all 
classes. The notes on Sabbath-school 
Lessons {in both Daily and Weekly) are 
invaluable. It is the cheapest daily pub- 
lished in New York—only $5 a year, 
post-paid. Give it a trial—ten weeks for 
a dollar. Sample copies sent free. Present 
circulation, 15,000. 

The New York WEEKLY WITNEss con 
tains the cream of the Daily at $1.50a 
year, or 40 cents a quarter. It is now 
said to have the largest circulation of any 
newspaper in America; now 965,000. 
Specimen copies sent free on application. 

JOHN DOUGALL, 

Editor and Proprietor, 2 Spruce St., N.Y. 

Bas Moopy axyp Sankey Exrras.— 
New York Series—11 sheets, containing 

‘reports of about 50 sermons. Chicago 

Series—containing reports of meetings 

held in Chicago. One dollar per 100 

sheets, post-paid. 








AGENTS WANTED FOR THE NEW 


BOOK 


FARMERS 

| 

Gives full information on all kinds of Farm-work, 

Drainage, Fertilizers, Rotation of Crops, and Farm- 
Stock. Includes a most valuable and practical trea- 

tise on House-building and book of Legal forms and 

| Laws for farmers. The most valuable farmer's book 
ever published. 


For full description and terms, 
address, 


J.C. McCURDY & CO., Philadelphia, Pa. 


3 oq 72 Sermonsand prayer 
Moody’ s Trecting tate n eee 
Hippodrome, from the Tribune verbatim reports. 
The only complete sermons are in this authorized 
edition, entitled Glad Tidi + 500 Pages. Paper 
Cover, $1; Extra Cloth, $2. ailed on receipt of 
_ 1,000 ordered the first month. Agents sell 

6 to 100 a week. Indorsed by Christian workers of 
every name. AGENTS WANTED everywhere for this 
Boo: 3,000 CURIOSITIES OF THE 





and our new 
BIBLE. 400 pegce, .50. 
E. B, TREAT, Publisher, 805 Broadway, N. Y. 
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PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 





TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, - - - $2.15 each. 
“« 15 te 29 * eee 190 * 
30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 “ 


To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 
of making their subscription state that they are 
such, $1.65 each. 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


—_——9——— 


Suoseripuons will be received for any portion ot 
@ year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions td expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered. The new subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should in- 
clude both county and state. 


Any person writing to renew either a single or | 


elub subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom the 
paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce Tue Times to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 


—o—— 


SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subséribers of Tue Times who are 
Pastors or Superintendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such. 

In sending your renewal to The Superintendent's 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
paid for Tux Sunpay Scnoot Times, as given on the 
Yellow address label of Tux Tumzs. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 
100 Copies, one month, - . $ .60 
100 s ome year, - - - 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


———. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 





100 Copies, three months, - - 6.25 
1000S “* «ss ome year, - + - 25.00) 
Less than 100 pies at rates. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain ‘who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make payment for | 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to John Wanamaker, as follows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, - 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent’s Paper, one year, 3 shillings 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, - Is. 6d. 

These rates include postage, which is prepaid at 

this office 


ee 
Advertising Rates. 


Ordinary Advertisements: per line (12 ines to 


an inch), for each insertion, - - - 25 ets 
Special Notices: per line (as above), - - 30 cts. 
Reading Matter: per line (leaded), - - 50 cts. 


DISCOUNTS ON THE ABOVE RATES AS FOLLOWS: 


5 per cent. on 4 insertions. 


*% “ 
s. “1B . 
>. * “ 26 « 
6 « “ 68 . 


aa Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Friday of the week preceding their issue 


_—p. 





Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- | 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES 


Business Manager, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, Pumapsuruia. 








Illustrated Home Magazine. — 


Year after 
the Home 


liar d 

zine continues to varied depart- 
ain in favor with ments, 

Seosnane = thorg pants 

best iodicalsot identified 


ie 
the day, it claim: . jeri the Ree= 
ple in their a life an and social interes " any 
other magazine of its class. 

Lape $2.50 a year: 8 copies $6.00. For $12.00, six 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


SS 











geemeas one extra to club getter. Specimen number Schools, no matter by whom published, Send to 

cen rs . - . 

GREAT P ERENT (prletinattn.. bodsamccainioncuensmmaed 
bers at club = a 

rates, we give as a r 





premium ever 0; 


A ribers at club wien. - 
Home eet rm hy 


ows Dealers. 450 NORTH TWELFTH ST. 
NOR T & SON, Philadelphia 


_ | Chorch and Sanday School | 
 wEew pRA | FURNITURE FACTORY. 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
WOOD TURNING. 


Of 1876, 


514 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa., 


Furnishes the Cheapest and Safest Insurance ever 
granted. 


Insurance ean be effected directly with the Home| FOR THE HOLIDAYS AND ALL 
Office by se ~ mes POLLOCK. President ulars. 

resident mm . ro 
THORNTON CONROW, Treas. H. SPROGLE, Sec’y. OTHER DAYS! 


AMERICAN BUSINESS then PLEASURE. 


GET THE CELEBRATED. 
| 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY M p 


OF PHILADELPHIA 
PRICE FROM $6 to $50. 





8. E. Corner of Fourth and Walnut Sts. 
ESTABLISHED 1850. 
ASSETS, JANUARY 1, 1876, OVER $5,000,000. 
TRUSTEES. And do 
George W. Hill, Philip B. Mingle, 
| Alexander Whilldin, Hon. Alex. G. Cattell, 
| George Nugent, Isaac Hazlehurst, 
| Hon. James Pollock H. H. Eldridge, 
W. J. Howard, Henry K. Bennett, 
Albert C. Roberts, L. M. Whilldin, 
John Wanamaker. 
4S CHARTER PERPETUAL“ 
GEORGE W. HILL, President. 
JOHN 8. WILSON, Secretary. 
JOHN C. SIMS, Actuary. 











Business Men and Youn 


Press, Type and Material. Send for “I 
a 100-page book ; price, 10 cents. 


434 and 136 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


SUNDAY-8! HOOL | 








Chicago. Send for sample. 





As an indication of the standing of The Fe hbase School Times among the religious papers of 
the United States, we name herewith fifty of its more prominent contributors _ the year 1876. 


RICHARD NEWTON, Do . PRESIDENT GRAN 
NEW ALL UL. ie. SIR CHARLES REED, 
BISHOP” EDMUND DE SCHWEINITZ, GEN. JOSEPH R. HAWLEY, 
EDWA RD EGGLEST GEN. 0. 0. HOWARD, 
WILLIAM OHMISTON, D. b., GEN. NEAL DOW 
THEODORE L. CUYLER, D. D., JOHN 8. GOUGH, 
PRESIDENT PAUL A. CHADBOURNE WILLIAM W. PATTON, D. D., 
PROF. TAYLER LEWIS, D. D., LL. D., CHARLES 8. ROBINSON, D. D., 
ROF. DANE GOODWIN.’ D. D., LL. D., ARTHUR MITCHELL, 4% D., 
PROF. J. L. M. CURRY, ¥ LYMAN WHITING, D. D. 
PROF. H. J. VAN LENNEP, D. D., UFUS W. CLARK, D. D. 
OF. . WILKINSON, D. D., J. W. CHICKERING, D. D. 
ROF. M. B. RIDDLE, D. D., ARTHUR T. PIERSON, D.D., 
PROF. C. D. D. i's 4 . D. D., 
PR OF JOHN S. HART, LL. D., W. P. BREED, D: D. 
F. W. S. PLUMER, D.D., LL. D., J. E. RANKIN, D. D., 
WILLIAM iS anit L. D., THE REV. LYMAN ABBOTT 
CHA LES, DUDLEY WARNER, THE REV. WASHINGTON GLA 
OL P UL H. HAYNE THE REV. E. B. RA\ FFENSPERGER. 
ABRAH AM COLES "LL. Py THE REV. L. BAC ON 
SAM W. DUFF THE GORDON 
CHARLES. F. FRIGHARDSON, TH ie REV. ww L. GAGE, 
DWIGHT L. MOODY MRS. EDWARD ASHLEY WALKER, 
IRA D. SANKEY, MRS. ROSE TERRY CO 


0 
“MRS. MARGARET E. SANGSTER, 





J. B. T. MARSH. 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to any 
new subscriber, every week for three —— 
free of postage. for Twenty-five cents. 
editors are H. Clay Trumbull and George A. Peltz, It is published by John Wanamaker. It will 
contain notes on the lessons for 1877, by Prof. Tayler Lewis, Prof. A. C. Kendrick, the Rev 
Newman Hall of London, and H. Clay Trambull, also Primary class notes a “Faith Latimer.” 
It costs but five dollars for twenty teachers to take The Times for three months on trial. 
Regular subscription price, $2.15. To Pastors and Superintendents, $1.65. Special rates for clubs. 
Your school or class should be supplied with The Scholars’ Quarterly. The best Sunday- 
school lesson help for scholars publish Send seven cents for a specimen. 
Specimens of the Weekly Lesson Leaf sent free. The best leaf—yet cheap. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Business =, 610 Chestnut bem Philada. 





YOUR CHILDREN 


Wide Awake, #.00 per annum. 


NO. 2, The Popular Pictorial Magazine. 


By IRA D. SANKEY awp P. P. BLISS, Smonthe fer conte. ‘Try it! 
WILL BE YLAND 50 cts. per : —~ Longe print. 
H r Full of Picture 
READY JANUARY 9, 1877 BA B smallest ¢ shill ld ~ _ Sit radotine for + 2 e ee | 





‘ Try it. Address D. LOTHROP & CO., 
4 ; | Stree ; Mass. 
Gospel Hymns, No. 2, will be first used by Street, Boston, Mass Pas 


Messrs. MOODY and SANKEY| THE TRUE TABERNACLE. — 


at the SPECIAL RELIGIOUS SERVICES [A Series of BIBLE RE 
held by them in Boston. é The T oa 3 
fie WUpPes 





Lllustrate d 


Gospel Hymuns, No. 2, By Gerorcr ©. Neepuam, Evangelist. 
ice nid, & 
contains a large amount of new material especially Price, postpaid, $1.00. 


prepared and adapted for seasons of religious inter- 
est. Itis expected that it will be found a worthy 
compeer to “ GospeL Hymns AND Sacakp Songs,” whic 
has been so universally adopted. 
Price, in Board Covers, $30 per 100; 
by yrnail 

Words only, Paper, $5 5 per | 100; 6 cents eac h by mail, 


BIGLOW & MAIN, | JOHN CHURCH & CO. 


GRANT. FAIRES & RODGERS. 
54 North Sixth Street, Philade Iphia. 


IVINS’ PATENT HAIR CRIMPERS. 


Adopted by all Qneens of Fashion. Retailers ~ 
lied by any wholesale Notion House in New York, 
Philade Uphia. or Boston, Manufactured only by E. 
IVINS, 2903 
for Cireular. 


35 cents each 





76 East 9th Street, 66 West 4th Street, 
NEW YORK, CINCINNATL 


Elegant Cards, new styles, with name. 10c.. post 
paid. GEO. L/REED.& CO., Nassav, N. Y, 





Gos pel Hymns WANT THESE TWO MAGATINES. 


{DINGS on \ 






TEAC TRUSS BARGAINS | 
FU 


If you want Sunday Sch: ol Papers, for Teachersor | 
Scholars, Lesson Leaves, Question Books, Singing 
Books, Library Bocks, or any thing for Sunday 


J. KILE & Co., 


Newel’s Baluster, Table Legs, Hand and Altar Rail 


all your Sunday-school Printing. For 
Printers, also, 
the Moper Press is the very Best and Cheapest. 
Complete Outfits, 810, .nd upwards, including 
low vo Print,” 


J. W. DAUGHADAY & CO., Manufacturers, 


Type, Cards, and other Material constantly on hand 
Neat, c onvenient, Useful; 


| “Sunday School Times” 


BOOK- MARK pane comme nds it. H.R, Cuts 


S80LD, 188 Madison Street, 


| 
| 


3@Franklin | § 





North Fifth Street, Philadelphia, Send | 


| 





F u RS, 





BARGAINS! 


SSTABLISHED 1886. 
The Old Established Firm of 


James Heisky's Sons 


136 N. 8th St., Philadelphia, Pa., 
Offer the finest Furs of all styles, in sets, or in sepa 
| rated pieces if required, at the most reasonable rates 
that can be had in Philadelphia. The finer Furs 
being a specialty, such as 


SEAL-SKIN CAPES AND SACKS. 


Satisfaction guaranteed to every purchaser. You 
will find it desirable to call and examine before buy- 
| ing elsewhere. 
| No connection with any other store. 


Cc ONFEC TIONE RY. 














NO COLOR 
or other ob- 
jectionable 


SPECIALTIES 
MADE FRESH 


DAILY. 


oe pl 


For Fine Confections. 





Arch Stree 
Phila., Pa. 





For Chocolate and Cocoa. 











‘Two MEDALS AWARDED and the HIGHEST 
DIPLOMAS by the Judges United States Cen- 
tennial Commission to 


WHO WRITE FOR IT. Stephenf, Whitman 


& SON, 


Manufacturers of the 


FINEST CONFECTIONS, 


Choceolate and Cocoa, 


For tamily use, for presents, or for Sunday- 
school celebrations. 


| S. W. Cor. 12th and Market Sts., 


| PHILADELPHIA, 


A Valuable Work. 
| 





AGENTS WANTED FOR 


THE CENTURY; 
Its Fruits and Its Festival; 


Being a History and Description of the Centennial 
[:xhibition, with a Preliminary Outline of Modern 
Progress. By Epwanrp C. Bruce. Profusely and 
Handsomely Illustrated. 8vo. Extra cloth, gilt 
oe 

‘ Nowhere else can a better idea of our national 
festival be obtained than by a study of its best points 
as they are here presented.”—Boston Post. 

“One of the best possible souvenirs of the Centen- 
nial Exhibition.”"—Detroit Free Press. 


For circulars, terms, etc., address 


J B, LIPPINCOTT & CO, Philadelphia. 





: | WATERS ORCHESTRION :rimes ORGAN 








is the most beaatiful in 
style and perfect in to= 
ne ever made. Jt has 
the celebrated Concer= 
te stop, which t a fine 
. imitation of the Human 
= Voice, and twoand a 
2 half Octaves of bells 
tuned in perfect hare 
mony with (he reeds, 
and their effect is mage 
fieal and electrifying. 
WATERS’? CLARI0Oe 
NA, ORCHESTRAL, 
he = CONCERTO, VESP« 
ER,CENTENNIAL CHIMES, CHAPEL, and 
COTTAGE ORGANS, tn Unique French Ca= 
ses combine PURITY of VOLCING with great 
volume of tone, suitable for Parlor or Church. 
R ’ PIAN Grand,square, 
WATER $ gy and UPRIGHT 
HE BEST MADE Ythe Tone,Touch, 
Weshaanuniins and Durability Unsurpassed. 
Warranted for SIX YEARS. 
PRICES EXTREMELY LOW for cash. on= 
thly Lusealiments received. Instruments to 
let until pajd for as per contract, A Liberal 
Discount to Teachers, Ministers, Churches, Schools, etc, 
AGENTS WANTED. Special inducements 
to the trade. ustrated Catalogues Mailed. 
Secondshand Instruments at ( REAT BAR» 
GAINS. HORACE WATERS & ONS, 
Manovfactwrers and Dealers, 
eso ST.,UNION SQUARE,N.Y, 
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Se 
PERIODICALS, 


AN OFFER. 

| will give Ten Dollars in money for the best 
Christmas, Easter, Patriotic, Thanksgiving, New 
Year, or vther Coucert Sunday-school Exercise used 
by some school within fifteen months past, such 
exorcis® to ba in print and to be forwarded to this 
o.Roe, Phiintdaid, N. J., on or before January 20, 1877. 

J. 1. VINCENT, Editer 8.8. Journal. 





THE MOsi EMINENT liv- 
ing authors, such oe Professor Max 
Muller, Professn iyndall, Rt. 
Hon. W. EB. Gladstone,, Dr, W. B. 
Carpenter, Professor Hurley, R. 
A. }roctor. Frances Power Cobbe, 


the Duke of Argyll. Janes A. 
Froude, Mrs. Muloch. Mrs Oli- 
phant, Mrs. Alerander, Mise 


thackerau, Jean Ingelow, George 
Mardonald, Wm. Black, Anthony 





Moneeley W. W. Story, Ruskin 








Aaay vor 


epresented in the pages of 


LIPTALL'S LIVING AGE. 


Jan. 1, 1877, Tax Livine Ace enters upon its 132d 
volume. During the year it will furnish to its read 
ersthe productions of the foremost authors above 
naimedand many others: embracing the choicest Serial 
and short Stories by the 


LEADING FOREIGN NOVELISTS, 


and an am »int wnapproached by any other periodical 
tm the world, of (ie most valuable literary and scien 
tiie matter of the day, from the pens of the leading 
Essayists, Scie stists. Critics, Discoverers. and Editors 
representing every department of Knowledge and 
Progress, 


Tue Living Ace (in which* Every Saturpay ™ has | 


been merge.) isa weekly magazine giving more than 

Three and a Quarter Thousand 
double column octavo pages of reading- matter year. 
ly {t presents inan inexpensive form considering 
its amount ot matter, with treshness, owing to its 
woolly issue, and with « satisfactory completeness at 
tempted by no other publication, the best Essays, 
Roviews. Criticisms, ‘Tales, Sketches ot Travel and 
Disvovory, Poetry, Scientific, Biographical, Histori 
eal. ant Potitieal Information, trom the entire body 
of Porolgn Periodical Literature, and from the pens 
vi 


The Ablest Living Writers, 


“A pure and perpetual reservoir and fountain of 


Carlile. Tennyson, Browniny and | 


| 





Trollope, Matthew Arnold, Henry | 


| 


the WHOLE WORLD 


THE SUNDAY 


ce a ee mee 


SCHOOL TIMES. 








AND WITH VI 


IDDINS 


On September 28ti, 1876, the Manutacturers o 


COLUMBIA SP 


CTORY CROWNS 


BUTI. SDAP 


f DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP were awarded 


by the Centenmial Judges 


THE DIPLOMA OF HONOR, 


THE MEDAL OF MERIT, AND 


AS MAK 


HONORABLE MENTION, 


ING THE 


BEST SOAP IN THE UNITED STATES. 


This award coincides with the judgment of millions aii over the country, and is really a victory over 


The tollowing is their Report, on which we received the Award 


* The Jury, WITHOUT HESITATION, recommend a Medal of Merit and Diploma of Honor, on account 
ot the VERY SUPERIOR QUALITY and GOOD MANUFACTURE of this Soap. This Soap was the only 


PURE Soap tor family use exhibited and 1s deservin 


g, therefore. of great praise All other -oap contained 


rosin, salsoda, clay. silicate, or some other adulterating compound. and the chief aim of American Soap 
| Manufacturers seemed to be to produce a compound that, while passing for Soap, should contain the leust 
| Soap and the most adulteration, so as to reduce the cost. 


DOBBINS ELECTRIC SOAP is for sale by all Gr 


| 8 vo all others 


I. L. CRAGIN & CO., 


PHILADELPHIA. NEW YORK, AND BOSTON. 


NOTE.—Cragin & Co , Philadetphia, Pa.. have promised to send any of our readers, who will write for 
| it, gratis (on receipt of fifteen cents to pay postage) a sample of DOBBIN’S ELECTRIC _OAPto try. Send 


| 
' 
| 
| 


j 
i 





entertainment and instruction.”—Hon. Robert C 
Wiathrop. 
“Ths best periodicatin America ”— 
Faurly without arival ‘-Conyreqatwnatist, Boston 
It roproduces the best thoughts of the best minds 
ot th» civilized world, upon all topies of living inter 
st '=—Philadelphut Inquerer | 
“ The choicest literature of the day.”"—N. Y. Tribune 
“Every weekly numbor of * The Living Age now 
e-cdavs is equal to a first-class monthly. ‘or solid 
merit, it is the cheapest magazine inthe land. ’— The | 
i.dvanee, Chicago 
“With it alone a reader may fairly keep ap with 
vi that is important in the literature, history poli 
*s. and seience of the day."—The Methodwt, New | 
Vora 
“ ladispensable to every one who desires «a thor: | 
© 122 compendium of all that is admirable and note- 
sorthy in the literary world.”—Boston Post 
“Qught co find a place in every American home.” | 
New York Times. 
#_@> Now is the time to subscribe beginning with 
tne New Yer 
Pulished werKty at $8.00 a year, free of postage; 
toy $10.50, Tue Living Ace and either one of the | 


Rev Dr Cuter 


\-n rican $t Monthlies(or Jlarper’s Weekly or Bazar) | 


will be sent for a year, both postpaid; or, tor $9 50 
ive Lrvina Ace and Seribner's St. Nicholas, or Ap 
, s Journal 


bee EXTRA OFFER FOR 1877.0 


To ail new subscribers for 1877, will be sent gratis | 
the six numbers of 1876, containing, with other val 
je matter, the first installments of a new and pow 
erft! sertal story, “Tur Marquis or Losate,” by 
G201GE MACDONALD, now appearing in Tue Livine 


\ce from advance sheets 


Addréss LITTELL & GAY, Boston. 


VISITING CARDS. 


MIX=D CARDS, 11 styles, with name neatly 
printed, 10 cents, C. H. Holt, Green Brook, N.Y 


FANCY VISITING-CARDS with name, 10c, 
styles. Address C. B. Havens, Summit, N.Y. 


Stylish Visiting Cards for 10 cents, mixed tints. 
samples for stamp. Garvin & Co,, Bethlehem, Pa. 


© ~ Fancy Cards with name neatly printed, 10 cents, 

4) ©. SMITH & CO., Green Brooh, New York. 
Mixed Cards, with name, 10 ets. Samples for 
Sect. stamp. J. Minkier & Co,, Nassau, N. Y. 


Cards no two alike le, 40 of same in handsome 
loule ease 345e, 25 scroll 2uc, 25 chromo w5e, 50 
ine white Le, 50 Cardinal re 1 Le, 25 Jet in gold 
Ho, your name on all, 25 blan , seroll lOc, Samp- 
les of cards and a large 40 col:inen paper for 3c, 
Awonts wanted, G. R, Unum an, 12 Win erst. Boston, Ms 


Hoautiful Visiting Cards, no two alike, 
2) ets. 5S packs, 5 names, 81. 50 
vite ones, 15 ets, These are printed 
1y & new process, enabling me to fur- 


nish as nice ecards as you ever saw, at 

prices never known before. No nicer 

work in the world at any price, 
Address, W. ©. CANNON, Boston, Maas. 


300 
Y 





} 





| 


\t Cannon’s Wholesale Card House, 712 Washing- | 


ton Streot, Boston, can be found the largest variety 
an | choicest styles of type and ecards in the world; 
ant for promptness in filling orders and satisfactory 
work his establishment is unrivaled, Send h i 
or lor now, before you forget i 

will want a pack of the cards wh 


en they see yours. 





wy TUT 

CENTENNIAL MEDAL Awarded to 
Cc F. RUMPPRP, 
116 and 118 North FOURTH ST.. PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
MANUFACTURER OF 

Pocket Books, Portmonnaies, Cigar Cases, Port- 
folios. Dressing Cases. Bankers’ Cases, Ladies and 
Gonts’ Satchels and Traveling Bags, Shawl Straps, 
Portaie Writing Desks, Companions, ete., etc. 

Single Articles Made to Orden. ; 

ORDERS PROMPTLY ATTENDED To. 


im an | 
All your neighbors | 





; at once 








ocers. Please try it, and see how infinitely superior it 











TOILET SOAP. 


The perfume ot Conegate & Co.’s CasHMERE Bouquet Extract and 
l'o1.et Powper will be appreciated by all who have enjoyed the de- 
ightful fragrance of the Toilet Soap which 1s so universally esteemed. 





A HARVEST FOR AGENTS. 





__— i, a 
~= Sn 
- eee 
Cl inerm ental 


These Cuts show the Lloya Combination Penhoider tn its various forms. 
It is heavily Nickel-plated and will ‘ast a life-time. 





the Desk and Pocket 
Eraser, Penknite Envelope Opener Paper Cutter Rt 
used for Ripping Seams. Cutting off Hooks and Eyes, 

Samples post-paid 25 cents: 6 tor $1.00 Extraord 








An Indispensable Article for 
Pencil, Penholder, and Pen, 
ibber and Sewing Machine Thread Cutter. Can be 
Buttons, Erasing Blots. and for many other purposes. 
inary inducements to Agents. 


J BRADE & CO.,, 


Mention Sunday School Times when you order 


KANSAS 


All about its soil, climate, its resources, its prod 
ucts, and its people 1s given in the KANSAS FAR- 
MER, a ten-page weekly Farm and Family Journal, 
now in its fifteenth year. Postpaid three months 
50e. Address J. K. HUDSON Topeka Kan 








100 DECALCOMANIE PICTURES, 
50 cts. ; highly colored and beautiful ; easily 
transferred toany object, 50 Gem Chromos, 
50 cts. 40 Embossed Pictures, 50 cts ; choico 


samples of either 10 Ch Stcel Engravin:s, Photo- 
craphs, Panc; ames, Books, &c. 
Wax R MATERIAL.—Box of Material and Instruc- 


tions for maki covers fine vines of a7 rere cts. 32 
page t) eve’ er. it Arents 
wanted. J. L. PATTEN & CO., 102 William St. New York, 





SUPERIOR NUTRITION THE LIFE. 


ew 








IMPERIAL GRANUM, 


THE GREAT MEDIOINAL FOOD. 


Has justly acquired the reputation of being 


THE SALVATOR FOR INVALIDS AND THE 
Aaep. AN INCOMPARABLE ALIMENT | 
~¥OR THE GROWTH AND PROTECTION 

or INFANTS AND CHILDREN. A SUPERIOR 

NUTRITIVE IN CONTINUED FEVERS, 
AND A RELIABLE REMEDIAL AGENT IN 
ALL DISEASES Of THE STOMACH AND 
INTESTINES, 
80LD BY DRUGGISTS 
In the principal cities of the United States. 

JOHN CARLE & SONS, 
188 Water Street, New York. 


























769 Broadway, New York. 





EDUCATIONAL. 


‘{\ ROVE HALL, 
MISS MONTFORT'’S SCHOOL FOR 
YOUNG LADIES AND CHILDREN, 
NEW HAVEN, CONN, 


“A ORGAN PARK MILITARY ACADEMY, 


MORGAN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILL., 
PREPARES FOR COLLEGE or for BUSINESS. 
Location unsurpassed. Buildings excellent. Ca- 
dets received at any time. Reference in Philadel! 
hia, Rev. H. Clay Trumbull, Editor Sunday Schoo- 








imes. Send for circulars to 
| CAPT E. N. KIRK TALCOTT, Principal. 
Washington Heights, Ill. 
—— Do you want to 
= Seat your Chapel? 






LET US MAKE ESTIMATE. 
We will certainly save you money. 





| 
| 
| 
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wan't 
EAKS!  rromovur NEIGHBORS 


| the Lord. 


'and to make an unseem] 


‘Vol. XIX., No. 2 
———=8 











SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 


From the Christian Mirror.} 


In all cases where we have heard of 
objection being made to one sermon and the 
Sabbath-school on the Lord’s Day, inetead of 
two sermons, it seems to have been under 
the impression that the Sabbath-school is 
not a fud/ half-day service for the house of 
In other words, it is not up to 
the proper ideal of public worship, for the 
whidle congregation. It is a service for 
children, and perhaps for those who live so 
far from the sanctuary that it is inconven- 
ient to go home for lunch, to whom it may be 
a relief from the tedium of waiting for the 
hour of intermission to pass. To make this 
a substitute, therefore, for one of the usual 
regular preaching services, is lowering the 
dignity of God’s ordinance of worship ; it is 
releasing the minister from one-half of the 
lubor which he has agreed, and is paid, to 
perform ; to deprive the older and more solid 
portion of the congregation of their appro- 
priate share of the Sabbath ministrations ; 
departure from 


_ the good old ways of our Puritan fathers 


We are glad to know that there are con- 


AN age tg increasing number—who ex- 


_made worthy to occupy the 
| more formal service. 
| tion expect to attend it, and all have their 


ibit a much more creditable view of the 
In these the Sabbath-schooi 1s 
lace of the 
he whole congrega- 


subject. 


assigned positions in it. The devotional 


| services are in the hands of the pastor, and, 


| deems appropriate. 


| after the usual recitations, he gives a 7é- 


sumé of the points embraced im the lesson, 
with such a practical use of the whole as he 
During the recitations 
he usually mstructs one of the clasees. The 
exercises are brief, lively, and adapted to 
the capacities of all, from the smallest child 
to the oldest and wisest present. And 


| wherever such a method has Leen practiced 


long enough to insure a fair trial, the ex- 


| periment, we believe, has uniformly proved 


successful. The interest surpasses that of 
the former method, and 1s general among all 
classes. The smallest child feels that he 1s 


| recognized, and has a personal share in the 


performance. As a means of mstructing in 


| divine truth 1t undoubtedly excels the r¢r- 


mon. For awakening and deepening re- 
ligious impressions it presents the most ‘:- 
vorable opportunities. The faithiul teaci.« r 


, can apply God’s word to his class with 2 ¢1- 


rectness and discrimmation which 18 1myos- 
sible in the more formal discourse ot the 
pulpit. 

Let it be understood that a service thus 
conducted requires much patient and faithful 
labor. A lazy congregation will not be upt 
to like it. Something more is requisite then 


| to take one’s seat ina luxuriously cushioned 


| are] fruits. 


i 
| 


j 





} 


| 


| 
' 


| 


pew and hstenin a half-somnolent way to 
the flowing sentences of a polished preache) 
There 1s work im it, and because work, — 

God honors those who honor 
his word. Every part becomes # stamulant 
of every other part. The classes are meited 
to study the lesson when they know there 1s 
a wide-awake teacher to question them upon 
it. The teacher will strive to master the 
subject if he 1s to come before mtelhigent and 
expectant pupils. The pastor will, im sus 
turn, be roused and fired with new courage, 
when he knows that he 1s to sow the seed in 
hearts that have been brcken up and mel- 
lowed and watered by fresh, living contact 
with the Divine Word. And a congregation 
thus prepared tor a blessing-from above will 
most surely receive it, not merely mm frequent 
revivals, but in continuous, quiet, individual 
conversions, that attest the constant presence 
of the Spint of God. : 








No matter how slightly disabled 
PENSIONS Increases now paid. Advice and 
circular free. T. McMicnakt, Atty., 707 Sansom St. 
Phila., Pa. 


@TICE TO CHURCHES AND SCHOOLS, ete. 
In connection with my entertainment with the 
Stereopticon | will give 75 copies of photographs 8x 
10, or 100 cabinet, or 150 cards of your pastor, sup r- 
intendent, or amy person you desire. No extra 
charge for this. PROF. ROOP, Photographer, Ridge 
Avenue and Wood Street, 











PER CENT. NE‘. 


Kansas, Missouri and lowa Improved Furm 

First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed. 

We guarantee, as an assurance, that.we loan not to 

exceed one therd of the actual value. In over six 

years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed e 

day on interest or principal ; neither we nor our cus- 

tomers ever took an acre of land under foreclosure. 
Send for particulars and references. 


J. B. WATKINS & Co., 


Lawrence Kan., or 72 Cedar Street, New York 
HENRY DICKINSON, Manager 

















January 18, 1877.) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





 —————=—==_= 








NEW PUBLICATIONS. | NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


AGENTS WANTED. 





AGENTS WANTED. 





The Hoiday Book of 1876. 


THE LORD'S LAND. 
By HENRY B. RIDGAWAY, D D. 


The latest, most complete, and best illustrated 
book published on the Holy Land. SOLD ONLY 
BY SUBSCRIPTION. FIRST-CLASS AGENTS 
WANTED. Address for full descriptive circulars 
and terms, 


oareian Juz, 


Undenominational, Evangelical, Protestant, € hristian | 


HENRY WARD BEEC HER, ) E 
LYMAN ABBOTT, 
Beecher’s Sermons Every Week. 
Abbott's S. 8S. Lessons Every Week. 
Serial Story by E. E. Hale. | 
NELSON & PHILLIPS, Publishers All the b st contributors in the country. eee 
805 Bro. ADWAY, New York. $3.00 per year. To Clergymen, $2.50. Three | 
eae AS rape amg months on triai, 75 cents. Agents wanted. Send 
‘KIND READER, if you are in any way inter- stamp for sample copy. Address HORATIO C, 
ested in Kite, Publisher, 27 Park Place, New York. 


wf 


ditors 


{ y] a day at home. Z—— wanted. Outfit and 
terms free. v RUE & 0, » Augusta, Maine. 





a week in your own town. Terms and $5 out- 
tit PUY iit tree. H. Haasorv é & + Coy F Portland, Maine. 


| 88 a day. sure. toall. Write to SIMP- 
SON wl weerees, New York City. 


t per day at home. Samples worth 
o feve. Stinson & c Portland, Maine, 


a WwW ee ek to Agents. SAMPLES FREE. | - 
g 54 & $77 | PA vO. V vee KER ¥, Augusta, Maine. | 


d= Outfit free. Salary guaranteed. 
> Y) to EMPIRE NOVELYY CO., 


309 Broadway, 
New York. 





BEES OR HONEY. 


we on with pleasure send you a sample copy 4 our 
GLEANINGS IN BEE CULTUR 
I love my work in the Sabbath-school as a as 
with the honey bees; and [ trust you will find our 
monthly a friend of both. Tell us plainly, on a 
postal, where to send it. 
A. I. ROOT, Medina, 0. 


WESTMINSTER 
QUESTION BOOK 


FOR 1877, 
NOW READY. PRICE PER 100 NET, $18. 


| 

win 
ag Al | 
| 


AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKER Fra 


CHAS. B. HOLMES., Pub., 

608 North Fourth Street, ST. LOUIS. 
Price $120 Per Annum. 

A Practical Help in Every Department of 


SABBATH SCHOOL WORK. 
Samples sent iree. Address the Publisher. 





EvN:iEsn 


HISTORICAL, DISCOL RSES 


Delivered by appointment of the General Assembly | —— 
by Rev. Drs. McGILL, HOPKINS, WILSON, HUM- 
PHREY, and MORRIS. 


LARGE 12mo. PRICE, $1.50. 








BUCKEVE GELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 
Superior — of aa and Tin, mounted 
ith the best Rot ings, for Caurches 
JUST ISSUED BY TUE Schools, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, 
PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUSLICATION. mwa oo ee 
Please address orders to Vanxoczey & Trer, 1920. 22 8c.. Cineiunath, | 
JOHN A. BLACK, .prnoen | 
Business Superintendent, $5 SELF-INKING . BEST ” 
1334 Chestnut St., Philade/phia. q Printing Press, with outfit, $¢.50; £7 
ae Selt-Inking “ BCST,” with outft, $1. | 











LI BRARIANS. totary Job Press Chase, 5x8, €15. Send 
4 stamp for Catalogue, (no a tal vs rds.) 
Use “ Hubbell’s Library Record Book.” The rev- II. lioover & Co., 50 N. 9th et., Phila | 





ord of any school under 700 or 60 classes) on one 
ge; each scholar separate and each class on on 
ine. The most complete and simpls record book 

ever published. It saves the librarian half tho labor | 

of other systems, prevents mistakes, and a‘fords « 

quick reference. Only been published two months 

and the demand e onstantly increasing. Send for a 

sample copy. Price, ostpaid, $1.00. } 
Or ask your bookseller for it. 


CHARLES L. HUBBELL, 
P. Oo, 413. \ New ew Haven. Coun. 


Sunday School W Noten 4 


Arranging for Entire New Libraries, or the comple- 
tion of old ones by addition of the more recent Books, 
are invited to call and see us. In examining and 
selecting, they will find also a full line of Sunday- 
school Working Material, ¢ omprising every possible 
requisite of the latest production, from the mor 
beautiful Bible and Commentary down to the simple 
Class Card. Church and Sunday-school room adorn- | 
ments complete. Holiday remembrances, ete., ete. 
Agency for The Sunday School Times and all other 
Sunday-school Periodicals. 
Attention to Visitors—Gentlemanly. 
Conducting of Business—Golden Rule. | 
Execution of Orders—Prompt. 
Met? WaeeD, 
150 Nassau Str 
<4 stairs. NEW eeNEW TORK CITY 


SONG HERALD! 
SONG HERALD! : 


Newest and best for Singing Schools, ete. By H. 
R. Palmer, author of Song King. Price, $7.50 per 
dozen ; 75 cents each by mail. 


GOSPEL ILYMNS | The “ Moody and San- 

AND pee y Song hy wad ” eon- 

> a 1e songs 

SACRED SONGS! and many others) 

sung by these celebrated revivalists. Price, boards, 

$80 per hundred ; 35 cents each by mail. Words only, 
5 per hundred ; 6 cents each by mail. 





KEEP WARM. SAVE Ure. 
Keeps out Cold, Wind, and | 
Dust. Stops rattling. > 
mouldings. No waste, Any 
one can apply it. Sample 
» 25 ioct 75 cts., port 
sclling, articles for 
canvassers, malic or female. 



















BROWNES 





HE SPIRAL DRAFT CITIMNTY | 
TUP is a draft equalizer, curing | 
smoky chimneyrs end defective 
drafts, preventing down-draft and 
rapid escape of heat. It is a won- 
derful fuel econo er. With it 
your house will be warm, and et- 
tached to kitchen flues, coolzin | 
ean be done quicker. Orders filled 
| express paid. Money a if | 
not satisfactory. Agents wanted | 
; everywhere. For cireul: - end 
other aac ulars, address, HENRY COLFOR D, 703 | 
Ohestaas Street, Philadelphia. 
| 


BABBITT's aR SOAP. 








y toler andt and tne bat 


facturerc 12.7. 
Bi bitts Lest Loc Les 


offers to the public The FIN 
Onty the purest vegetadle « oils Us 
For U-e tn the P urnc 1. 
Wo wt h ten timesits cost tocve ry ro her and f2 mily in Chrict. 
en ‘tom, Sample box containin= 3 cakes of 6 ozs. each, sent 
fre > to any address on re« lh tof75 cents, 

ddress } i. T. ed Bat Reet =. York City, 
o= rf&clob rurricts 












ZUCCATO’S PATENT 


400 Autograph Copies of any 


Writing, Wlustration, Design, 


PALMER'S | The Vade Me- 
eum of Musical 


THEORY OF MUSIC 2 2200 yc"! Notice, Map Tabe. Ex minwion Poper, Ete., 
Covers the whole ground. Every teacher and stu- 


. - > Cs " 
dent should have it. Bound in cloth, price, $1.00 by | 4") be produced hy the Papyrogmaph im am hour 
mail. with an ordinary copying-press. 
Every one engage’ in Education. seenlar or relig- 
L b ious, or in business of any kind. will find it invalu- 
ae pow s ~ Ya upon receipt of retail | g)je, Sunday-school Superintendents are using it 
P > she with great suecess in producing Orders of Service. 
JOHN CHURCH & Cco., Review Charts, and Exercises. Invitation Cards 
Cincinnati, O. 





Cireular Letters, ete., with but little labor and with- 
out resorting to the expense of the printing press 
—-— Send for Circular and catalogue of prices. 
IN WRAPPING PAPER AND r ‘ 1 
H. K. W. HALL, PAPYROGRAPH CO.. 
31 Hawtey Sr., 43 & 45 Shetucket Street, Norwich, Conn. 


HOW TO HELP” [yppettay <>CINEN 
M. & A. aadiie enaidiiiiide. 


YOUR SCHOLARS. 
634 ARCH STREET, 


If any one in your class needs to make money. let 
RETAIL DEPARTMENT, 3 doors below Seventh St. 


him ‘or her) become an agent for a new and useful 
novelty that every sctool hov or girl needs. An 
agent is wantel to act for us in everv school in the 
Jand. Large profits can be made. The article is no 

Immense assortment of Silk, Regina. Alpaca. and 
Zanilla Umbrellas with Pearl. Ivory. and Natural 
Handles, Twilled Silk Umbrellas from $4.75 up, 
other Silks $3.50 up. 


humbug. but is of real use to everyone buying it. 
Gold and Ivory head Canes a specialty 





ARGAINS 
TWINE, 


tample sent by return mail on receiptof 10 ents. 4 | 
splendid chance to make money for Christmas. 


Address A. H. BRYANT, 
536 WW.13th Street, Philadelphia: 
Refer to The Sunday Sehool Times: 








Papyrograph. ° 


ANTED! SALESMEN atasalary of $1200 a | 
ear to travel and sell goods to Dealers. NO | -— 


DLING. Hotel and traveling expenses paid. 
Address, Monrron Manvuracturine Co., Cincinnati, 0, 


WE PAY THE BEST COMMISSIONS. 

Do not engage on other books before 
sending for our circulars and terms. INGRAM & 
SMI" ‘te, P wallehe rs, = Walnut Street. 





| 


| 


Write at once | 


} 
| 
| 


GOOD P 7 and steady work for one or two | 
tT ents rprising men or women in | 


each county. Particulars free 
portunity pass. Send %3.00 for ontfit worth $20.00, 
Address, J, LATHAM & CO,, 
419 Washington Street, Boston, Mass. 








1 samples fortrinl 
Profits wNT v ct. 


AGENTS 
PER WEF K. 


Address W. P. Ray & Co., Chicago. 


EASILY $70 | 





MARK TWAIN'S NEW BOOK! 


‘TOM SAWYER, 


is ready for Agents. Don't get behind hand this 


Do not let this op- | 


| LIFE INSURANCE €O., OF PHILADELPHIA. 


time, but send for your t rritory or cireulars, at | 


onec. Address, AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO., 


{Tartronp, Conn., Cutcaco, Ius., Cuscrnnati, O. 
AGENTS WANTED 


mi ( 00 | for the STORY of 
CHARLE Y Ross, 


Written by his Father. A complete account of thie 
most Mysterious s Al ducti on and Dxe iting Search, 
‘lotters ead illustrations. Outsells all 
s, One asent took 50 orders in one day. 
rorma i eral. Also Acents wanted on our Marnifi- 
cnt F amily Bibles. With <n = Illustrated 
asand§ aperd nes Aderess JOHN I. POT- 
Ae &CO., hh rs, Philadelphia, 


CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION 


T he omly complete, richly illustrated, /ow price work, 
750 pages, omy $2.50. ‘Treats of tle entire history, 
grand buildings, wonderful exhibits, curiosities, 
great days, etc. The best {chance of 100 years to 








4 





| coin money fast, as everybody wants this work, 


1,000 azentsappointca first four weeks, 5 .000 
wanted. Tor full particulars address quickly, 
I'vonarp Brorners, Pubs.. Philadelphia, Pa., Cincin- 
nati, O., Chicago, Tl.. or Springfield, Mass. 


CAUTIO = rok mms ow pA ficial,” 
Great AMERICAN TRIUMPH. 





CENTENNIAL 


AWARDED 


THE AMERICAN 
SEWING MACHINES. 





ALSO, | 
A SPECIAL wane, FOR FINEST SPECIMENS OF | 


—— WORK. 
jew American Machines are Self-threading, 
the pate ut § elf: threading shuttle. 
‘T3 WALTL ‘D in every county in the United 
tates. Apply or address, 


American B. H. ©. and Sewing 
Machime Co., 
1318 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 


ACENTS WANTED. ; 
Goodyear's Pocket Gymnasium. 


ENDORSED BY THE MOST EMINENT PHYSICIANS, 

Tho Most Complete System 
OF PHYSICAL KXF RCISE 
Ever Devised fur Home 
Practice 

100,000 in use by men, 
women and children. 

Used standing, sitting or 
recliniwg. 

Hundreds of graceful 
Movements. 

For home, office, schools, 
Luspitals, 


Price List.-No.}, for Chil- 
nates ears . gi 00. No. 
2. for Children 6 te 8 $1.10. 
No. 3, 4 + hy oh 10, $1.20. No 4, for Children 10 to 14, 
$1.30. No 5, for Ladies and © thildren 14 years and upwards, 
$1.40. Ne 6, for Gentlemen of moderate strength, $1.50. 
No. te used $v Ladies, Chiidren or Gents, $2.00. No. 8, 
for Gentlemen of extra strenvth, 82.50. Full net, Jamil: 
use. | each, (1 to 6) Two 7’s and Twe 8's, S160. Nox.7 and 
are fitted with a ‘er and hook to ‘attach to the wall or 
floor. A puir of No. 7, ($4.00), or 8, (85.00), make a complete 
Gymnasium and Health Lift. Sen: post-paid on receipt of 
price. Exclusive Agencies granted in unecennied territory, 
Exclusive mehts to sell the Pocket Girmnasinm afford 
the lnigest possible returns for small investments. Tt« sales 
are nearly universs| wherever it is p'uced betore the pub- 
tic and its merits fully understood, 
for Lliustrated descriptive circulars, terma. &c.. address, 


Goodyear Rubber Curler Co., 
* © Box 5,156, 697 Broadway, New Yorks 
RUBBEB GOODS OF BYEMY DESERIPTION 


The 
















pomateee: beein 


THE MEDAL OF THE 


COMMISSION | 





and Druggists. 


Sunday School Work 


, York office, 76 Bust \1uih Street 


| 201 8. Clark St., C ee Ill. 


EXHIBITION , ILLUSTRATED. 

Demand equals the crowds at the Exhibition. One 
agent sold 40, two 30 each in one day. Over 400 
Fine ~~ vin costing $20,000.00, show the 
best exhibits. Wide-awake Agents are quitting all 
the inferior books for this. Get the Best. Send 
for circular, terms, and sample engravings. P. W. 
ZIEGLER & CO., 518 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa.; or 





INSU RANCE. 





W. L. CARTER—625 brs Reese. 
FIRE AND LIFE 1.VSU 

IN ANY AMOU wT 
Aut [noqurrmies sy Mam Promprty ATTENDED 14 





NTT , ‘TT ‘ for your little ones 6 
BE SU RE TO SEC U RE certificate of Insur 
ance in the Mutual Protection Company of Philadel. 
p hia, whieh is purely mutual. Assessments only col 
ected as deaths occur. This Company has now over 
10600 certificates of good standing in foree. Send ty 
Home Office for rate cards and applications, ‘No. 261 
Sours Fourtn Street. 


1825. 
THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 





1876. 


INCORPORATED 1825. 


Capital, $400,000.00. Assets, $1,550,853.76. 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 


THE PENN MUTUAL 


ASSETS ACCUMULATED, $5,504,329.24. 


| The Penn is a purely Mutual Company. All of its sur 
plus premiums are returned to the members every 
year, thus furnishing insurance at the lowest possi- 
ble rates. All policies non-forfeitable for their value. 

dowment policies issued at life rates. s 
Wanted. Apply to H. S. STEPHENS, Vice-President, 
921 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa 


LOOK.—“ Heaven is on the other side.” New and 
beautiful Song and Chorus, 35 cents, sent post — 
by publishers. PEEK & SON, 23 Clinton Place, 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY | 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y. 


Manufacture a disci uality of Belle 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLx. 
pein eotontndaneen Catalogues sent free. 








"ESTABLISHED 1838. 
DOLLARD’S 
513 CHESTNUT STREET. 513 


Ornamental Hair Work, Wigs, Toupees, 
Braids, Curls, ete., € 
Gentlemen’s Hair Hair Cutting Rooms. 
Only Practical Workmen employed. 


& Fira Premium ead of AM ab Crt Centennial, [land and Self-. sailed 


he PRiMe img sina Sirarg 


Qo vvore savortiang 
sso Press fur cards, labels, — etc. Large 
sizesfor large work. An can work them, 
e@ Phare good pastiine for apare hou, and can 
make money by taking in smal! jobs, 






to Mirs, KELSEY * Co. r Mtcrkdemy some 


SSE quugeatnnses 
SMITHOGRAPHY. 


A Beautiru. Present for 26e.; by 
mail, 35c. Complete outfit, $1.28. 
100,000 sold during the Centennial. 
Agents wanted. For sale everywhere 
by stationers, news.book, novelty, and 
toy dealers. Address 

Surrnocraru Manvractunine Co., 

614 Chestnut St., Phila., Pa. 


Sacond-and Ghorch Organs. 














No 75. Two Manuales, 32 stops, st, nee 
No 80. Two Manuales, 28 stops, 1,20 

Ne 81. One Manuale, 17 stops, i500 
Ne 84. One Manuale, 8 stops, 400 
Ne 85. One Manuale, 8 stops, 500 
Ne 87. Two Manuales, 16 stops, 800 


Terms easy. For particulars apply to 


E. & G. G. HOOK & HASTINGS, Boston. 


MATHEWS’ 
LIQUID STARCH GLOSS. 


Gives a splendid: gloss and finish to all starehea 
goods, making them wuitreR 4ND cLeaRiR than wax 
or anything else, and prevents the iron from sticking. 
Trial bottle free 

Put np in 4-oz. ‘bottles, price lic. 





Sold by Grocers 


A. l. MATHEWS, 
85 2 tervey Crest, “. cs 











WILLIAM F. SHERWIN 
May be engaged on reasonable terms for 
CONVENTIONS, INSTITUTES, 
Bible Readings, and General S.S. Work, 
Or as MUSICAL CONDUCTOR only. 


Refers by permission to Rev. J. H. Vineent, D.D., 
Rev. George A. Peltz, and others. 
Residence 48 Orchard Street, Newark, N. J.. sow 


have much fun andmake money 
Moa A — at — cards, etc., ~ 
BOYS =: ar 


ag Re? Re Tiles 
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“ How to save reshingling—stop leaks effectually and 
cheaply in roofs of all kinds, or lay new roofs,” Par- 
(. culurs free to any one stating where they saw 
this. Goods sent to any part of the United States. 


ROOFS. 


Fix your own roof; our materials are easily applied 
with positive satisfaction. Prices low. 
Correspondence invited. 


Manufacturers of Slate and Marble 


MANTELS. 


New designs, beautiful colors, matching carpets, 
trimmings, or decorations in rooms. We have a 
large number set up in our warerooms for inspection, 
and are selling at very low prices. Very handsome 
designs for $12, $18, $20, $22, and $25. Book of designs 
and price list forwarded on application, 

Your custom is solicited. 


N. Y. Siate Roofing Co. Limited. 
8 Cedar St., N. Y. 49 S. Front St., Phila. 


THE SUNDAY 


SCHOOL TIMES. 





TIN ART | 
‘A Set of 3 8. 8 Papers: 
ait"tor' tal gles in the tunany Bekook, 
| been previously mag / 
| THE EST. ey are now BETTE 
THAN EVER. Send for Specimens. | 


LOCKWOOD, BROOKS & C0., 
PUBLISHERS FOR 
bee American Tract Society, Boston. 


MOODY IN CHICAGO. 


His Sermons and Prayer 
} Meeting Talks from the 
| Inter Ocean, verbatimn reports, are in the new book, 
| GREAT JOY. This is the only authorized edi- 
| tion. One Large volume—over 500 es. Illus- 
Outfits to work- 


trated. Price $2.00. Agents wanted. 
ing agents free. 

E. B. TREAT, Publishers, 805 Broadway, N. Y. 
PALMER, AUGIR & CO., Chicago. 





~—— 
“GUIDE 
ee 





ns) 


FLOR 





A beautiful Quarterly Journal, finely illustrated, anc 
containing an elegant colored Flower Plate with the 
first number. Price only 25 cents a year. The first 
No. for 1877 just issued in German and English. 
Vick's Flower and Vegetable Garden, 50 cents in 
paper; in elegant cloth covers, $1.00. 
ick’s Meter YT Illustrations, only 2 cents. 
Address, JAMES VICK, Rochester, N. Y. 





1871, Masi Books fr 187 
THE ENCORE! 


Great Book for Singing Classes, Choirs, Musi- 
cal Conventions, Academies, and 
Musical Societies. 

THE ENCORE was compiled by u. O. Emerson, 
whose well-known tact in discerning and Pecos 
for the popular taste in music, is amply illustratec 
in its pages. There is a fine Singing-school Course, 
with abundant provision of useful and pleasing 
exercises and tunes for practice; and, in addition, 
a large collection of glees, part songs, &e., with a 
number of sacred tunes and anthems. Thus it is 
just the book for all musical associations, choirs, or 
societies that require easy, genial music for practice. 

Price, 15 cts., or $7.50 per doz. 


THE SALUTATION, soovisi tnrger 


book than The Encore, haa fewer secular pieces, but 
a great many more tunes and anthems, and is a first- 
class book for Choirs and Singing-schools. 


$1.38, or $12.00 per doz. 
Either book mailed post-free for retail pri 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 


C. H. DITSON & CO, J. E. DITSON & CO. 
711 Broadway, Successors to Lee & Walker, 
New York. Philadel phia. 


MFERRY 


ceipt of 23 cts. 
his is one of the 





808s, 
erase, Gardener & Florist. Address, 


D.M. FERRY & 00., Detroit, Mich. 
Our Abridged Priced Catalogue FREE to all Applicants, 


MARK TWAIN'S 
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Self-Pasting Scrap-Book, 


It avoids all the trouble of paste or mucilage.— 
Rural New- Yorker. 

A neat affair, and it now becomes as easy to file 
away a scrap as it is to stampa _ letter.—Baltimore 
Gazette. 

A more convenient book for the purpose could 
not be desired.—Cincinnati Gazette. 
No. 1 size, Th by lO inches, half cloth 
No. 2 size, 7! 
No. 4 size, 7 
No. 6 size, T* 


ewes 
by 19 inches, half roan, cloth... 1.75 
by 10 inches, fall cloth........-.. 2.00 
by 0 inches, full moroeco-._.... 2.50 

No. 8 size, 10 $ »y 1244 inches, half cloth........ 1.50 

No. 10 size, 10% by 12% inches, half roan, cloth. 2.50 

No. 12 size, iol by 124 inches, fall eloth_..... 2,75 

No. 14 size, 1044 by 1244 inches, full moreece... 3,50 
Copies mailed on receipt of price. 


SLOTE, WOODMAN, & CO., 
Briayx Book MANUFACTURERS, 
i}) and 121 William Street,New York 


Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 


One EGG, or one Quart of WHEAT, 
or 3 Pints of CORN, or 2 Quarts of 
POTATOES, or 1 CABBAGE, or 3 
Pints MILK, or 1144 Ounces BUT- 
TER, or 2 feet of WOOD, or ‘4 Ib. of 
SUGAR, or'4 Ounce TEA, or one 
P. O. STAMP, saved or produced 


ONCE A WEEK 
WILL DO IT. 








Hard Times. BEAUTIFUL 
Hard Times. 4 . 
‘Hard Times.| VALUABLE, CHEAP. 


| Hard Times. ———_—_——_— 
| Hard Times.| For City, Village, 
ae — and Country. 


ea Site tees os a ee 
Hard Times. One of the Best Helps for 


| Hard Times 


Hard Times. 
IS TO EXPEND 


Hard Times. 

Hard Times. 

Hard Times. 

Hard Times. 

nc TNws:| Half a Cent a Day 

Hard Teoee Sor the Best, Plain, Practical Infor- 

Hard Tienes mation, showing how to get more from 

Hard ry one’s work, and how to make most of 

Hard Times. ee 

Hard Times owhere else can one now secure, 

Hard Ris at so little cost, so many really prae- | 

Hood Tinnoe tical, useful hints and suggestions, 

Hard Tien so much good information, on just 

Hard Tienes these topics, as in that most valu- 

Hard Tienes. able Magazine, the American Agrié- 

Hard Senet eulturist, thus named because first 

Hard Times started, 35 years ago, as a rural jour- 

‘7 nal, but now greatly enlarged and 

adapted to exactly meet the wants 
of every FAMILY. every MAN, 

WOMAN and CHILD, in 

City, Village, and Country. 


Hard Times. 
Hard ‘Times 
Hard Times, 
Hard Times. 
H n 
te Cag Every number contains 44 large 
ard Limes. | doubie octavo pages, full of the best 
Hard Times, pee pe by onsen mee, every way re- 
T liable and trustworthy—prepared by | 
at — a large force of practical, intelligent, | 
ard Limes. | working men and women, who know 
what they write about. $20,000 a 
year are expended in gathering and 
preparing just the kind of informa- 








Hard Times. 
Hard Times, 
Hard Times. ion that every one needs—600 to 
Hard Times, | 700 finely ‘executed Engrav- 
Hard Times, | 48> pleasing and instructive, are 
Hard Ti ‘| given in each volume, with more 
ard +imeés, a Thousand Columns of first- 
Hard Times, | Rely forthe Village’ or Cty Pot for 
ard Times , fo or City , for 
; *| the Garden, for the Farm, for the 
Hard Times, Mechanic, for the Mercantile or Pro- 
Hard Times. tyestonal man having the smallest 
Ns ot of ground, or if he has none, 
—s ee for his family, including the Little 


= People. 
Hard Times, | an Immense Circulation so di- 
Hard Times. 


vides the cost of gathering useful 
| Hard Times. | information, of engravings, etc., that 
Hard T ‘| the Publishers can supply this most 
ard 21mMe@s, | valuable journal for only $1.60.a year, 
Hard Times, | postpaid; or four copies for $5.40; or 
Hard Times. | #2 copies for $13. Single numbers, 
mm: “ibe th. V . is jus 
Hard Times. 15 cents each. Volume 36 is just 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 


beginning. 

You want it: it will PAY | 
Hard Times, 
Hard Times. 


well, It will help out the hard 
times. The cost is less than half a | 

j Hard Times 

| Hard Times. 


centa day. An extra Egg per week, 
produced or saved, will pay for it: | 
Hard Times. r 
Hard Times. | feet of Wood, or 4 Ib. of Sugar, or 4 
Hard Times. | ounce of Tea, or 1 P. O. rtamp, a 
‘American Agriculturist. It will pay. 
Hard Times Try it. Only $1.60 in advance, 
Hard Times 











so will a quart of Wheat a week. or | 
3 pints of Corn, or 2 quarts of Pota- | 
toes, or one Cabbage, or 3 pints of 
Milk, or 14% ounces. of Butter, or 
Hard Times. | ¥°e*: 
Hard Tim | Make one of these small savings 
MCS.) or extra productions, and supply 
Hard Times. | yourself and family with Vol. 36 of 
Hard Times, 
@RANGE JUDD CO., Pud's, 
245 Broadway, New York. 


FANCY CARDS, 15 9a, with name, 10 cents | 
25 Postpaid. J. B. EL gt Renss. Oo., N. ¥ | 





“THE BEST POLISH IN THE WORLD.” 


R THE 





SUPERINTENDENTS 


THEA cCHERNRSs 


SEND TO THE 


SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPOSITORY, | 


No. 76 East 9th Street, New York, 
For everything needed in your work. Libraries, 
Sunday-school Papers, Question Books, etc. 

G. M. VAN DERLIP, 
Depository. 


GREAT REDUCTION, 


25 PER CENT. IN PRICES OF 


SUATL MANTELS: 


WILSON & MILLER, 


1210 Ridge Ave.; 1211, 1213 Spring Garden St., Phila 


The Scholars’ Quarterly, 


FIRST QUARTER, 1877, 
READY FOR DELIVERY. 


The best scholars’ help published. Price 
25 cents a year (four quarters) or seven cents 
a single number. 

Published at the office of THE 
Scoot Times. 








SunDAY 





CORWLN’S ZEPHYR ‘I} DIA RUBBER GARMENTS,’ 
This new article is free from any 
disagreeable odor, handsome as silk, 5 
ounces lighter than any other makes. 
They supersede all others, will never 
stick or peel off. Rubbered on both 
sides to preserve the Cloth. No person 
should be without such a waterproof; 
be sure the name is on the band. Send 
for circular. 
Coxwin’s “Zernuyr” Russer TRave- 
Ine AND Storm Hat, the very best ever 
introduced for lightness, durability, 
and keeping in shape, weighs 1 
ounces, Price $2.50. Trade, discount. Manu actured 
by JOHN M. CORWIN, 57 LaFayette Avenue, Brook- 
yn, N. Y. 


(877. SELECT NOTES. (877. 


Explanatory, Illustrative, Practical. 


The fullest Commentary in one volume on Topics 
for 1877. By Rev. F. N. Peloubet. With selections 
from 250 best authors, and larger than any previous 
issue. Price, $1.25. Interleaved Ed., $2.00, 


International Question Books, 1877. 


By Rev. F. N. Peloubet 
15 ets. each. 

No. L. Adults. 
100,000 of these Notes and Ques- No. 2. Youth. 
Sample copies and | No. 3. Little Learn- 
ers Questions and 
Answers. 29 Pic- 





The only series in 3 Grades. 
ancl able assistants. 


tions sold. 

full descriptive cireulws mailed, 

post-paid, on receipt of price. 
verse each lesson. 


3{) | Built of the Golden Texts. 1877 
Price $1.25. By Archie Fell. 348 
mages, in 52 short chapters. A 


ife story, to illustrate in the 


| sayings und doings of Maybee 
and friends the golden thought 
of the texts, 1877. Mailed on 
receipt of price. 
HENRY HOYT, PUBLISHER, 
e No. 9 Cornhill, Boston, Mass. 
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tures, a story and | 


[January 13, 1877. 


WORTH REPEATING. 


FAMILY PRAYERS. 


From The Christian at Work.] 


We are far from thinking that the good 
| old custom of having family prayers is being 
dropped from Christian households. It is a 
custom held in honor wherever there is real 
Christian life, and it is the one thing which, 
more than any other, knits together the 
| loose threads of a home and unites its vari- 
| ous members before God. The short religious 
| service in which parents, children, and friends 
daily join in praise and prayer, is at once an 
acknowledgment of dependence on the heav- 
enly Father and a renewal of consecration to 
his work in the world, The Bible is read, 
the hymn is sung, the petition is offered, 
and unless all has been Site as a mere for- 
mality and without hearty assent, those who 
have gathered at the family altar leave it 
helped, soothed, strengthened, and armored, 
as they were not before they met there. 
The sick and the absent are remembered. 
The tempted and the tried are commended 
to God, and, as the Israelites in the desert 
were attended by the pillar and the cloud, 
so in life’s wilderness the family who inquire 
of the Lord are constantly overshadowed by 
his presence and love. 

There are many reasons which are allowed 
to interfere with and thrust aside the privi- 
ledge of family prayer in homes where 
father and mother mean to have it daily 
Breakfast is late, the children have a dis 
tance to go to school, the claims of business 
are pressing, the baby is fretful, neighbors 
call at untimely hours, and there are unfore- 
seen interruptions. Perhaps the family is 
boarding, a its hours and movements are 
to some degree dependent upon those of 
other people. Ora family is composed of 
fragments—uncles, aunts, connections, who 
have been assembled under the same rocf, 
but who are not amenable to any special 
authority, and it is difficult to secure a 
place where those who desire te wor- 
ship can do so undisturbed. This is not 
a mere fanciful difficulty. There are 
those who feel that they have no right 
‘o take the common sitting-room of the 
house for a religious rite, and it seems to 
them an unfit thing to go to their own pni- 
vate apartments with those who are willing, 
or who are constrained to join them for an 
act of worship. It is like seeking the Lord 
by night. They will do it openly, or they 
will do it not at all. Im other cases hus- 
band and wife are not one in opinicn or pro- 
fession, and each shrinks from asking the 
other to engage in family prayer. The 
delicate witthellingn and the unconquerable 
reticences upon themes which have to do 
with the inner life of the soul, are not infre- 
quently most potential, as they affect those 
whose relations are the most intimate and 
tender. 





Whatever comes in the way of a plain 
duty ought, however ,to be set aside. If 
there be anv among our readers who recog- 
nize the need there is, in their hcuse, to have 
a daily open worship of God, let them begin 
it at once. They must find the time, choose 
the place, and appoint the way. The actual 
time spent in worship may be a few minutes 
only. <A brief service which cannot tire the 
youngest child, if Leld, unvaryingly as the 
sun, in the morning when the day begins 
and in the evening when its active labors 
close, is far more useful and edifying than a 
| long one which fatigues attention. The mo- 
notonous prayers which some memories re- 
| call, wherein the different themes were ar- 
| ranged like milestones, so that the boys knew 
| that “the Jews” would bring them to the 

turn nearest the end did little good. Ifa 
religious ceremonial is regarded with indif- 
| ference or endured with disgust, it is very 
| likely to be get either hardness or hypocrisy 
in these who are compelled to assist at it by 
their presence. It is 0ssible to have a 
daily worship which shall be earnest, vivify- 
ing, tender, and reverential, and yet a weari- 
ness to nobody. Only let the one who 
conducts it mean toward the Father the 
| sweet obedience of the grateful child, and 
maintain the attitude of one who goes about 
earthly affairs with a soul looking beyond 
and above them tothe rest that remaineth 
in heaven. It is not every one who is able 
to pray in the hearing of others with ease. 
The timid tongue falters, and the thoughts 
struggle in vain for utterance. But who is 
there who cannot read a psalm, or a chapter, 
er a cluster of verses, and, kneeling, repeat 
in accents of tender trust the Lord’s prayer, 
When we think of it, that includes everys 
thing 

















